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COMMENCEMENT OF 
THE NECROLOGICAL SERVICE

Speaker Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco announced 
the commencement of the necrological service at 
10:17 a.m. of  Monday, June 7, 2021.

OPENING REMARKS OF SPEAKER VELASCO

The late Congresswoman Villarosa was the 
representative of the Lone District of Occidental 
Mindoro during the 11th, 13th, 14th, and 15th 

Congresses.  She served as Deputy Speaker during 
the 14th Congress.

Speaker Velasco then directed the Secretary 
General to read the order of proceedings. 

INVOCATION

The Secretary General introduced Rep. Paz C. 
Radaza of the Lone District of Lapu-Lapu City to 
deliver the invocation.

INTERLUDE

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced 
Mr. Rafael Gonzalo Garcia to render a song titled 
“Sandaling Pinakahihintay” by Augusto A. Espino.

The Secretary General then introduced Majority 
Leader Ferdinand Martin G. Romualdez to give a 
eulogy for the late Deputy Speaker Villarosa.

EULOGY BY MAJORITY 
LEADER ROMUALDEZ (F.M.)

Majority Leader Romualdez lamented the loss of 
Deputy Speaker Villarosa whom he considered as a 
colleague; a friend; and an embodiment of a Filipino 
woman who is affectionate yet fearless, and loving yet 
fiery in aiding the defenseless. He said that she was 
a trailblazer in Philippine legislation — being one 
of the first female deputy speakers who supervised 
the Social Services cluster during the 14th Congress 
which produced several important and quality laws.

He also narrated how his departed colleague 
worked hard and made a good leader during her 

membership in the Majority and the Minority; and 
shared some of the important measures she authored, 
such as the Philippine Girl Scouts Charter and the 
Social Security Condonation Law. She, according 
to the Majority Leader, was also influential in the 
passage of the law allowing for automated elections 
in the country, and was a guiding light to the           
Lakas-CMD Party. 

As he bid Deputy Speaker Villarosa farewell, he 
said that the latter’s legacy and memories will not 
be forgotten.

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced 
Sen. Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr. to deliver a eulogy 
through a video presentation.

EULOGY BY SENATOR REVILLA

In commemorating the life of Deputy Speaker 
Villarosa, Senator Revilla related that she spent 
many years as representative of the Lone District 
of Occidental Mindoro, made a legacy as one of the 
first female deputy speakers, and contributed to the 
foundation of their political party, the Lakas-CMD.

He described her as motherly, and shared that 
she was considered by many as an inspiration and 
guide; and said that many were inspired by the latter’s 
passion for public service.

In closing, on behalf of his family, Senator 
Revilla offered his prayers and condolences to the 
bereaved family and loved ones of Deputy Speaker 
Villarosa.

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced 
Hon. Jose de Venecia Jr., former Representative of 
the Fourth District of Pangasinan and former Speaker 
of the House during the 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th, and 14th 
Congresses, who delivered his eulogy via a video 
presentation.

EULOGY BY FORMER 
SPEAKER DE VENECIA

Honorable de Venecia recalled the relationship  
he and his wife, former Rep. Ma. Georgina V.P. 
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de Venecia, had with Deputy Speaker Villarosa. 
He narrated his former colleague’s efforts as a 
hardworking member of the Congressional Spouses 
Foundation Inc. which was able to build the Haven 
for Women in Alabang for the rehabilitation of 
women victims of rape, domestic violence, and other 
forms of abuse.

He then said that during their terms as House 
Members, former Deputy Speaker Villarosa was 
a steadfast ally in pushing for socioeconomic and 
political reforms and other landmark initiatives 
during the Macapagal-Arroyo administration.

On behalf of his family, Honorable de Venecia 
joined the family and friends of the late Deputy 
Speaker Villarosa and the people of Occidental 
Mindoro in mourning the passing of one whom 
he considered a beloved friend and an outstanding 
public servant.

The Secretary General subsequently introduced 
the Hon. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, former President 
of the Republic of the Philippines and former House 
Speaker during the 17th Congress, to deliver a eulogy 
via Zoom teleconferencing.

EULOGY BY FORMER 
PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO

Former President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
shared her personal relationship with the late 
Deputy Speaker Villarosa which began during the 
latter’s active membership in the Congressional 
Spouses Foundation Inc., as well as in the Philippine 
Foundation for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled 
during the former’s term as Vice President and 
Secretary of Social Welfare and Development.

She said that the late deputy speaker’s sincere 
and nonconfrontational approach, and her willingness 
to work hard won the support of her colleagues 
whenever she had a cause to champion; and stressed 
how the latter had advocated for the welfare of the 
marginalized sector, especially the women, the 
disabled, and the poor.  

She likewise talked about the unwavering 
support that Deputy Speaker Villarosa had shown 
her, especially while going through crucial and 
difficult times; and said that the deputy speaker had 
passed on at a time when she was deeply appreciated 
for her love, loyalty, and thoughtfulness, and had 
given her all for God and for the people.

On behalf of their friends and former colleagues, 
former President Macapagal-Arroyo expressed her 
deepest sympathies to Deputy Speaker Villarosa’s 
husband Jose, their children, and grandchildren.

At this juncture, an  audio video presentation 
was shown in commemoration of the life of Deputy 
Speaker Villarosa.

Thereupon, the Secretary General introduced 
Speaker Velasco to deliver a eulogy for Deputy 
Speaker Villarosa.

EULOGY BY SPEAKER VELASCO

Speaker Velasco joined the guests and many 
Filipinos in expressing love and respect for Deputy 
Speaker Villarosa. He said that lawmakers today 
owe the quality of their public service to their 
distinguished predecessors who include the departed 
deputy speaker.

Describing Deputy Speaker Villarosa as 
unassuming and soft- spoken, Speaker Velasco 
said that she was a 1) “giant” within the halls 
of Congress who served as the first female 
deputy speaker for women’s concerns in the 
14th Congress; 2) representative for women and 
girls; and 3) advocate of, among others, rural 
electrification, decent housing, and environmental 
protection. He also highlighted her contribution 
in the institutionalization of the Girl Scouts of 
the Philippines, and the conditional cash transfer 
program in the country. 

He also noted the hard work that she put into 
promoting tourism in Occidental Mindoro; described 
her as smart and motherly yet determined and fierce; 
and mentioned how she mentored other lawmakers 
and empowered women legislators.

As he shared his grief, Speaker Velasco said 
that the occasion is also a celebration of the late 
deputy speaker’s life to cherish the moments that 
she shared for public service. He then bid farewell 
and gave honor to Deputy Speaker Villarosa who, 
he said, was an empowered woman lawmaker and 
true public servant.

INTERLUDE

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced Ms. 
Stephanie R. Padilla to render a song titled “I Will 
Be Here” by Steven Curtis Chapman.
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To give a response, the Secretary General 
introduced Ms. Mariliza Villarosa-Kalaw, daughter 
of the late Deputy Speaker Villarosa. 

RESPONSE OF MS. VILLAROSA-KALA W 

At the outset, Ms. Villarosa-Kalaw expressed 
her gratitude to the House of Representatives led 
by Speaker Velasco, the Senate, members of the 
Lakas-CMD and KAMPI, and guests who condoled 
·with their fan1ily. 

She then proceeded to thank, one after the other, 
the preceding speakers who gave eulogies for her 
mother - Majority Leader Romualdez (F.M.), 
for sharing her mother's devotion to meaningful 
legislation and for caring for her mother and their 
family; Senator Revilla, for his friendship and support 
and the service that he had shared with her mother; 
former Speaker Jose de Venecia, together with 
wife and former Representative Gina de Venecia, 
for recognizing her mother' s potential to join the 
leadership of the House and their deep and true 
friendship with her; fonner President Macapagal
Arroyo, for always being there for their family and 
her close relationship with her mother; and Speaker 
Velasco and the House Secretariat, for recognizing 
her mother's contributions to strengthen important 
pieces of legislation and for the opportunity to hear 
her again in the plenary hall. 
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She again thanked the guests for gathering for the 
occasion, and for the public service they shared with 
the late Deputy Speaker Villarosa. She said that this 
built friendships and alliances which made the country 
a better and safer place for generations to come. 

At this point, the bereaved family of Deputy 
Speaker Villarosa, led by his husband, former Rep. 
Jose T Villarosa, ascended the rostrum to receive 
the legislative memorabilia presented by Speaker 
Velasco. Thereafter, as introduced by the Secretary 
General, the Philippine National Police Band played 
Mason 's "Nearer, My God, to Thee. " 

CLOSING OF 
THE NECROLOGICAL SERVICE 

Speaker Velasco then announced the end of the 
necrological service. 

It was 11 :24 a .m. of Monday, June 7, 2021. 

I hereby certify to the correctness of the foregoing. 

MARK 
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