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COMMENCEMENT OF MEMORIAL SERVICE

Speaker Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco announced 
the commencement of the memorial service at 8:20 
a.m. of Thursday, November 18, 2021.

OPENING REMARKS OF SPEAKER VELASCO

Speaker Velasco said that the memorial service pays 
tribute to the late Rep. Resurreccion M. Acop, a beloved 
colleague in the 18th Congress; Rep. Pablo P. Garcia, 
who once served as Deputy Speaker in the 14th and 
15th Congresses; Senators John Henry R. Osmeña and 
Victor San Andres Ziga, who both served as Members 
of the Senate and of the House of Representatives; and 
former President Benigno Simeon Aquino III, a three-
term Member of the House of Representatives who also 
served as Deputy Speaker in the 13th Congress and as 
Senator in the 14th Congress. He pointed out that due 
to some circumstances, they were not given the honors 
traditionally accorded to them.

He added that the memorial service was also an 
opportunity to remember former colleagues from past 
Congresses, Secretariat personnel, and congressional 
staff who had passed on.

Speaker Velasco then directed the Secretary 
General to read the order of proceedings. (See 
Appendix)

INVOCATION

At this point, the Secretary General introduced 
Atty. Arlene C. Dada-Arnaldo, Deputy Secretary 
General of the Committee Affairs Department, to 
lead the invocation.

INTERLUDE

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced Ms. 
Monel Gonzales and Ms. Jona Carmeli Calibuso 
to render a song titled “Amazing Grace” by Edwin 
Othello Excell and John Newton.

At this point, an audiovisual presentation 
commemorating the life of the late Representative 
Acop was shown in the Session Hall and via online 
streaming. 

The Secretary General then introduced 
Rep. Dahlia A. Loyola to deliver a eulogy for 
the late Rep. Resurreccion M. Acop from the 
Second District of Antipolo.

EULOGY BY REPRESENTATIVE LOYOLA

Representative Loyola relayed that “Ate Cion” 
was a public servant par excellence and one of 
her dearest friends. She recalled their personal and 
working relationship starting in the Congressional 
Spouses Foundation Inc. and subsequently in the 
current Congress.

She then acknowledged the significant role 
that the late Representative Acop played when the 
former was just a neophyte Member of the House 
of Representatives. She also cited the latter’s 
achievements as a Representative of the Second 
District of Antipolo and as vice-chairperson of the 
Committee on Health which included the authorship 
and sponsorship of bills on universal health care and 
pandemic health services.

After narrating the late Representative’s battle 
against the COVID-19 disease,  Representative 
Loyola asked the Members to honor their colleague 
by helping curb the pandemic and ease the suffering 
of the people. Lastly, she stressed that former 
Representative Acop will be her inspiration to 
continue working for public service.

At this juncture, an audiovisual presentation was 
shown in the Session Hall and via online streaming 
to pay tribute to the late Deputy Speaker Pablo P. 
Garcia, former Representative of the Third District 
of Cebu in the Eighth and Ninth Congresses, and 
of the Second District of Cebu in the 14th and 15th 
Congresses where he served as Deputy Speaker in 
both terms.

The Secretary General then introduced Rep. 
Wilfredo “Willy” S. Caminero to deliver a eulogy.

EULOGY BY REPRESENTATIVE CAMINERO

Representative Caminero initially paid tribute 
to the departed House Members and employees 
who have passed on in the recent months. He then 
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expressed his gratitude for the privilege to pay tribute 
to his immediate predecessor and mentor of the 
Second Legislative District of Cebu, an outstanding 
Congressman and former Deputy Speaker for 
Visayas, the late Representative Garcia (P.) or simply 
“Noy Pabling” to his beloved Cebuanos.

As he expressed reservation in delivering the 
eulogy, he however expressed deep honor that the 
family and the House have considered him deserving 
of such privilege.  Representative Caminero then 
recalled his late colleague’s impressive image and 
eloquent speeches, his memory of the latter as a young 
boy enjoying the relaxing bath in Barangay Acu in 
Argao with friends; and the crossing of their political 
paths under the same local political party in Cebu.

Representative Caminero also recalled how the 
former Deputy Speaker had been instrumental in both 
his political journey and in spearheading the passage 
of several pieces of key legislation and notable 
strategic measures. He said that he admired the 
latter most for raising his children to be respectable, 
outstanding, and brilliant individuals and formative 
leaders of the community despite insurmountable 
advocacies. Hence, he said that an exceptional and 
inimitable man would certainly be missed.

The Secretary General next presented the recorded 
message of Rep. Edcel C. Lagman for his eulogy.

EULOGY BY REPRESENTATIVE LAGMAN

Representative Lagman recalled the first time 
he and former Deputy Speaker Garcia (P.) joined 
the House of Representatives in 1987, as neophyte 
and seasoned elective officials, respectively. He 
then reminisced their classic clashes on landmark 
legislations such as the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Law, the Death Penalty Law, and the 
Reproductive Health Law. Likewise, he recollected 
how they were together in the passage of laws such 
as the  Party-List System Act, Anti-Torture Act, Anti-
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearance Act, and the 
Cheaper Medicines Act, among others.  He said that 
it did not matter whether they took opposite sides on 
many vital measures,  stressing that 1) their debates 
were instructive to their colleagues and the public; 
2) they worked fully prepared with their arguments 
infused with conviction which even the Supreme 
Court has quoted in pertinent decisions; and 3) they 
had mutual respect for each other and showed no 
hostility in their debates.

Lastly, Representative Lagman said that the 
people will forever remember and revere former 

Deputy Speaker Garcia’s outstanding legislative 
expertise and legendary public service.

At this point, an audiovisual presentation was 
shown in the Session Hall and via online streaming to 
pay tribute to the late Hon. John Henry R. Osmeña, 
former Representative of the Second District of Cebu 
in the Seventh Congress and of the Third District of 
Cebu in the 10th Congress, and Senator from 1987 
to 1995 and from 1998 to 2004.

The Secretary General then introduced Deputy 
Speaker Jose L. Atienza Jr. to deliver a eulogy.

EULOGY BY DEPUTY SPEAKER ATIENZA

In honoring the former Senator and Representative 
Osmeña whom Deputy Speaker Atienza considered 
as more than just a politician but a genuine friend, 
the latter admitted that his political career was greatly 
influenced by the former’s political ideology of 
putting country first before personal interest.

Deputy Speaker Atienza next recounted the 
trials he spent with the late Senator Osmeña such 
as when they held a rally at Plaza Miranda and 
declared themselves free from the Marcos’ abusive 
government,  and during the infamous Plaza Miranda 
bombing where the latter was injured. 
 

Deputy Speaker Atienza then disclosed how the 
former Senator Osmeña influenced and helped him 
run for the assembly. He also expressed his gratitude 
to his late friend for being a patriotic, freedom-
loving, and genuine fighter; and talked about how 
they worked together in the National Unification 
Committee for the candidacy of former President 
Corazon Aquino against the former dictator Marcos. 

He then called for everyone to remember the 
former Representative Osmeña who helped fight for 
the genuine democracy that the people are currently 
enjoying but, he added, is being challenged by some 
forces. 

At this point, a short video presentation was 
shown in memory of the late Rep. Victor San Andres 
Ziga, former Representative of Albay in the Regular 
Batasang Pambansa and Senator from 1987 to 1992.

The Secretary General then introduced Rep. Joey 
Sarte Salceda to deliver his eulogy via Zoom.

EULOGY BY REPRESENTATIVE SALCEDA

Speaking on behalf of the family of his cousin, 
former Senator Ziga, Representative Salceda expressed 
his thanks for the kind thoughts and words, and fond 
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memory accorded his cousin.  He said that while the late 
Senator Ziga came from parents who are politicians,  
the latter had his own legacy in public service.

Representative Salceda then enumerated the 
following achievements of his late cousin, among 
others: 1)  former member of the board of directors 
for corporations such as San Miguel Corporation, 
Philippine National Oil Company, and Philippine 
National Railways; 2) original author and father of 
the Senior Citizens Act; 3) led the passage of the 
Build-Operate-and-Transfer (BOT) Law of 1989; 
and 4) his vote to reject the 1991 RP-US Military 
Bases Agreement.

Representative Salceda stated that the late Senator 
was known as a man of unquestionable integrity who 
shunned lucrative offers to change party affiliations, 
and remained loyal to his beliefs; one who pursued 
his decisions and never wavered in his convictions; 
and one who will always be remembered as a very 
humble, selfless, kind, and jolly family man.

At this point, an audiovisual presentation 
was shown in honor of former President Benigno 
Simeon Aquino III who served as Representative of 
the Second District of Tarlac in the 11th, 12th, and 
13th Congresses; Senator in the 14th Congress; and 
thereafter elected President of the Philippines.

The Secretary General thereafter presented the 
recorded message of Rep. Alfonso V. Umali Jr. for 
his eulogy.

EULOGY BY REPRESENTATIVE UMALI (A.)

Representative Umali initially shared the 
admirable characteristics of former President Noynoy 
Aquino as a simple person, reliable friend, and true 
public servant; and thereafter highlighted how the 
late President valued honest and excellent public 
service since the beginning of his political career. 

Representative Umali likewise mentioned how 
the Filipino people are grateful for the late President 
for dedicating his time and and effort to help the 
people to the best of his abilities.

At this point, a video presentation was shown in 
remembrance of the departed House Members and 
employees whose families and loved ones were not 
able to attend the memorial service.

EULOGY BY SPEAKER VELASCO
 
Speaker Velasco pointed out that while the 

pandemic has taken away many things especially 
the time to grieve, cry, and commiserate with each 

other for lost loved ones, he stressed that being 
together after many months gave back the chance to 
sympathize with one another, to celebrate the lives 
of, and to honor House Members and employees who 
had left with their enduring legacy of public service. 
He then extended his condolences to the bereaved 
families; and relayed the collective grief and honor 
of his colleagues through their House Resolutions.
 

After he enumerated the names of the departed 
House Members, Secretariat officials, and employees, 
Speaker Velasco thanked them for their dedicated 
service; asked them to pray for the quick and 
complete recovery of the country from the pandemic; 
gave them a staunch salute; and bade them farewell.

To give his response, the Secretary General 
introduced Hon. Philip Conrad “Doc Bong” M. Acop, 
son of the late Representative Acop and Councilor of 
the Second District of Antipolo. 
 
RESPONSE OF MR. ACOP

 
Mr. Acop initially shared his last memory of his 

mother, which he said was something he holds close 
to his heart.

 
He then recalled how he prayed hard for his 

mother’s healing and while he admitted that God’s 
answer was painful, he believed it was exactly 
what they prayed for because it gave his mother 
the ultimate healing — to be free from suffering, 
uncertainties, fear, and burden. 

Recalling the last actions and gestures of her 
mother, Mr. Acop stated that the late Representative 
Acop would be loved even more by the family. He 
then expressed his gratitude to the House leadership 
for remembering the memory of her late mother 
despite the pandemic and to Representative Loyola 
for her happy memories in her eulogy.

At this juncture, the family of the late 
Representative Acop led by former Rep. Romeo M. 
Acop ascended the rostrum to receive the legislative 
memorabilia presented by Speaker Velasco.

The Secretary General next introduced Deputy 
Speaker Pablo John F. Garcia, son of former Deputy 
Speaker Garcia (P.) to deliver a response on behalf 
of the family.

RESPONSE OF 
DEPUTY SPEAKER GARCIA (P.J.)

At the outset, Deputy Speaker Garcia expressed 
his gratitude to Speaker Velasco as well as his 
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colleagues for remembering the memory of his late 
father. As he recalled the last time his father went to 
Congress upon an invitation as a resource person, 
he stated that his father has remained devoted to the 
institution and a true believer in the noble task of 
legislation.

As his father had dedicated half of his life to 
public service in various capacities, he stressed that 
his father was happiest as a member of the House 
of Representatives doing all the legislative work 
and plenary debates especially with Representative 
Lagman who earlier gave his eulogy. He said that 
his father went about his legislative work with the 
same kind of love and passion for his family. He then 
thanked the House not only for the honor they have 
bestowed upon his father but also for giving the best 
years of his life in public service.

At this juncture, the family of the late Deputy 
Speaker Garcia (P.) ascended the rostrum to receive 
the legislative memorabilia presented by Speaker 
Velasco.

Thereafter, the Secretary General introduced 
Ms. Annie Osmeña, sister of the late Representative 
Osmeña, to deliver a response on behalf of her family.

RESPONSE OF MS. OSMEÑA

As she initially thanked the House leadership for 
giving honor to his brother, Ms. Osmeña described 
her brother as a very simple and hardworking man no 
matter how menial the task was, and a compassionate,  
good friend who was always ready to lend a helping 
hand. She also recalled his experiences while in exile 
during martial law, and narrated how he had saved a 
boy who later became his caregiver.

She said that his brother loved his country 
more than anything else, was a statesman and a true 
believer in democracy, and had worked effortlessly to 
pass laws that would elevate the lives of the people.

At this juncture, the family of the late 
Representative Osmeña ascended the rostrum to 
receive the legislative memorabilia presented by 
Speaker Velasco.

The Secretary General next introduced Mr. 
Victor Ziga Jr., son of the late Representative Ziga, 
to deliver a response on behalf of his family.    
  
RESPONSE OF MR.  ZIGA 

Mr. Ziga, on behalf of his family, thanked the 
House of Representatives for remembering his father; 
Representative Salceda, who despite a short notice, 

delivered a eulogy; and the other Representatives 
from Albay. As he shared with everyone his father’s 
life as a public servant, he highlighted former 
Representative Ziga’s strong conviction to choose 
national interest and what is right; and relayed how 
his father instilled in them the importance of helping 
and doing right by others.

At this juncture, the family of Representative 
Ziga ascended the rostrum to receive the legislative 
memorabilia.

The Secretary General next introduced Rep. 
Jose Christopher Y. Belmonte to deliver a response 
on behalf of the family of the late former President 
Noynoy Aquino.

RESPONSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE BELMONTE

On behalf of the family of the late former 
President Noynoy Aquino, Representative 
Belmonte expressed gratitude to Speaker Velasco, 
Representative Umali (A.), Secretary General 
Mendoza, the House Members, and the Secretariat 
for honoring the former President. He then enjoined 
everyone to celebrate PNoy’s legacy in public service 
and to pray for the souls of those remembered during 
the occasion. 

Thereafter, Representative Belmonte ascended 
the rostrum to receive the legislative memorabilia 
on behalf of the family of former President Aquino.

PRESENTATION OF
HOUSE MEMORABILIA TO THE FAMILIES 
OF THE DEPARTED HOUSE MEMBERS

Thereupon, Speaker Velasco stated that House 
memorabilia would likewise be given to the families 
of former House Members who had passed on.

The Secretary General then introduced, to ascend 
the rostrum, one after the other, and acknowledged 
the presence in the Zoom teleconference, if any, 
the representatives of the families of the following 
departed House Members: 

1. Rep. Benhur L. Salimbangon, Fourth District 
of Cebu;

2. Rep. Conrado “Dong” V. Apacible, First 
District of Batangas;

3. Rep. James J. Gordon Jr., First District of 
Zambales;

4. Rep. Erineo “Ayong” S. Maliksi, Second 
District of Cavite
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5. Assemblyman Adelino B. Sitoy, Cebu in the 
Regular Batasang Pambansa;

6. Assemblyman Henry Y. Regalado Sr., 
Region X in the Batasang Bayan, Region 
X/Oroquieta City in the Interim Batasang 
Pambansa, and Misamis Occidental in the 
Regular Batasang Pambansa:

7. Rep. Douglas S. Hagedorn, Third District 
of Palawan;

8. Rep. Jesus M. Punzalan, Second District of 
Oriental Mindoro;

9. Rep. Ruben Ecleo Jr., Lone District of 
Dinagat Islands;

10. Rep. Dominador G. Nazareno Jr., First 
District of Cavite;

11. Rep. Emigdio L. Lingad, Second District 
of Pampanga, and Pampanga in the Regular 
Batasang Pambansa;

12. Rep. Jeci A. Lapus, Third District of Tarlac;
13. Rep. Emil L. Ong, Second District of 

Northern Samar;
14. Rep. Erasmo B. Damasing, Lone District of 

Cagayan de Oro City;
15. Rep. Oscar “Oca” Garin, Sr.,  First District 

of Iloilo;
16. Rep. Jose Luis “Chito” C. Gascon, Youth 

Sector;
17. Rep. Didagen P. Dilangalen, First District 

of Maguindanao, and the defunct Province 
of Shariff Kabunsuan with Cotabato City;

18. Rep. Reynaldo V. Umali, Second District of 
Oriental Mindoro; and

19. Rep. Jose “Dodong” R. Gullas, First District 
of Cebu.

Subsequently, the Secretary General 
acknowledged the presence in the Zoom 
teleconference of the families of the following 
departed House Members:

1. Rep. Emerito S. Calderon, Fifth District of 
Cebu City, Cebu in the Regular Batasang 
Pambansa, and COCOFED Party-List;

2. Rep. Mariano M. Tajon, First District of 
Ilocos Sur;

3. Rep. Angelo O. Montilla, Lone District of 
Sultan Kudarat;

4. Rep. Douglas R. Cagas, Davao del Sur in 
the Regular Batasang Pambansa, and First 
District of Davao del Sur;

5. Rep. Herminio S. Aquino, Third District of 
Tarlac; and

6.  Rep. Luis R. Villafuerte Sr., Region V-Naga 
City in the Interim Batasang Pambansa, 

Camarines Sur in the Regular Batasang 
Pambansa, Second District of Camarines 
Sur, and Third District of Camarines Sur.

REMARKS OF SPEAKER VELASCO

Speaker Velasco assured that the House 
memorabilia would likewise be sent to the families 
of the departed former House Members who were in 
attendance via Zoom, and those who were unable to 
join them that day.

He also conveyed his condolences to the 
bereaved family of the late Rep. Peter Paul Jed C. 
Falcon, former Representative of the Second District 
of Surigao del Sur in the 13th Congress, and stated 
that House memorabilia would be sent to his family.

PRESENTATION OF 
HOUSE MEMORABILIA TO THE FAMILIES 
OF THE DEPARTED HOUSE EMPLOYEES

At this point, Speaker Velasco stated that House 
memorabilia would likewise be given to the families 
of House employees who had passed on.

The Secretary General then introduced to ascend 
the rostrum, one after the other, representatives of the 
families of the following departed House employees:

1. Renee Margaret Y. Angeles, Legislative 
Security Bureau;

2. Roberto V. Aquino, Office of Rep. Elisa O. 
Kho;

3. Roberto C. Orpilla, Engineering Service;
4. William L. Marte, Cashiering Service;
5. Marcelo A. Castro, Press and Public Affairs 

Bureau;
6. Edwin M. Ubando, Special Committee on 

Persons with Disabilities;
7. Diomedes D. Goboleo, Economic Policy 

Research Service;
8. Virginia B. Rizardo, Institutional Information 

and Design Service;
9. Jose C. Cruz, Office of Rep. Neptali M. 

Gonzales II;
10. Conception M. Chipeco, Office of Rep. 

Joaquin M. Chipeco Jr.;
11. Jose Editho M. Falceso, Committee on 

Legislative Franchises ;
12. Grace B. Mabunga, Economic Policy 

Research Service;
13. Dennis R. Blasé, Legislative Security 

Bureau;
14. Aurelio A. Centeno, Building and Grounds 

Maintenance Service;
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15. Melchor M. Pigarot, Engineering Service;
16. Rachel R. Rodeles-Santiago, Office 

of Majority Leader Ferdinand Martin 
Romualdez;

17. Juanito G. Benavidez, Travel Support 
Service;

18. Alex E. Bisera, Bills and Index Service;
19. Raul V. Dantes, Legislative Research 

Service;
20. Gregorio B. Valdenarro, Office of Rep. 

Benjamin C. Agarao Jr.;
21. Violeta Corral, Office of Rep. Raymond 

Democrito C. Mendoza;
22. Salvador G. Guevarra, Legal Affairs 

Department; and
23. Milagros S. Camacho, Committee on Public 

Works and Highways.

REMARKS OF SPEAKER VELASCO

Speaker Velasco stated that House memorabilia 
would likewise be given to the families of the 

departed House employees who were on Zoom and 
those who were unable to join them that day.

INTERLUDE

In closing, the Secretary General introduced Ms. 
Calibuso to render a song titled “I Will Remember 
You” by Sarah McLachlan.

CLOSING OF MEMORIAL SERVICE

Speaker Velasco then announced the end of the 
memorial service.

It was 10:51 a.m. of Thursday, November 18, 2021.

--------------------------------------------------------------

 I hereby certify to the correctness of the foregoing.
 

MARK LLANDRO “DONG” L. MENDOZA
                              Secretary General

This Journal of the Memorial Service is downloadable at www.congress.gov.ph
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