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Mr. Speaker: 

The Committee on Higher and Technical Education, to which was referred House Resolution 

No.1380, introduced by Representative Juan Fidel Felipe F. Nograles, entitled:  

“RESOLUTION 

URGING THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER AND TECHNICAL 

EDUCATION TO ADVOCATE THE TRAINING OF MORE FILIPINO 

SCIENTISTS AND EXPERTS ABROAD THROUGH ANNUAL 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR THIS PURPOSE” 

has considered the same and recommends that the attached House Resolution No. ____, entitled: 

“RESOLUTION  

URGING THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION  TO  IMPLEMENT AN 

EXPANDED FOREIGN SCHOLARSHIP AND TRAINING PROGRAM”  

be adopted in substitution of House Resolution No. 1380 and with Representatives Juan Fidel 

Felipe F. Nograles and Mark O. Go as authors thereof. 

Respectfully submitted: 

MARK O. GO  

Chairperson 
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Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 
Third Regular Session 

House Resolution No. ______ 
(In substitution of House Resolution No.1380) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduced by Representatives Juan Fidel Felipe F. Nograles and Mark O. Go 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

RESOLUTION 
URGING THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION TO IMPLEMENT AN EXPANDED 
FOREIGN SCHOLARSHIP AND TRAINING PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, there is a growing interest among national governments to expand foreign 1 
scholarship and training programs to provide their citizens with opportunities to study and train abroad, 2 
improve capabilities for innovation and contribute to institutional and governmental reforms that would 3 
ultimately lead to the advancement of their countries’ economies; 4 

5 
WHEREAS, while the aspiration of providing foreign scholarships is similarly nurtured in the 6 

country’s education sector, the country is lagging behind in the number of students and graduates 7 
provided scholarships for further studies in international schools and centers of knowledge and 8 
innovation; 9 

10 
WHEREAS, while data from the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) has shown that the 11 

number of Filipinos studying abroad had doubled in the last 10 years, and with 16,000 students currently 12 
enrolled in various foreign universities, this number can still be considered dismal and a far cry from 13 
the number of students granted scholarships and sent abroad by other Southeast Asian countries; 14 

15 
WHEREAS, the number of citizens of neighboring countries in Asia that are provided with 16 

scholarship grants for studies abroad during the same period has tripled, with Vietnam sending more 17 
than 60,000 scholars abroad in 2016 alone; 18 

19 
WHEREAS, while there are training and scholarship programs listed in the CHED website that 20 

are available in Russia, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, India, China, and other countries in the 21 
Southeast Asian Region, most students are studying in the United States, Canada and Australia because 22 
of the language preference and the reputation of their colleges and universities as education 23 
powerhouses; 24 

25 
WHEREAS, the government has allocated funds for foreign scholarships, but these are usually 26 

very limited, targeted, and not readily available to many Filipino students and graduates; 27 
28 

WHEREAS, Harvard Economics Professor Ricardo Hausmann has posited that tacit knowledge 29 
or know-how is what mostly constrains economic development because it is localized in the people’s 30 
brains and is most difficult to transfer; 31 

32 
WHEREAS, international education is what many Filipino students and graduates need to 33 

enable them to become technical experts and contribute meaningfully to the economy through the 34 
application of new and updated skills, sectoral know-how, advanced technology, and vast experience 35 
from foreign scholarships and training; 36 
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1 
WHEREAS, it is important to make such opportunities available to Filipino students and 2 

graduates to ensure the transfer of knowledge, skills, and technology to the different sectors of the 3 
economy, especially those that are underdeveloped because of lack of knowhow; 4 

5 
WHEREAS, with the limited supply of sectoral knowhow in the country, it is imperative that 6 

the government sends out the best and the brightest students and graduates to avail of the foreign 7 
scholarships and training to gain knowledge and return to apply the best practices of these countries to 8 
the local economy; 9 

10 
WHEREAS, it also appears that the government lacks a coherent strategy in sending Filipino 11 

students abroad as there is no government-led effort to at least match the number of outbound degree 12 
students of other Southeast Asian countries; 13 

14 
WHEREAS, with a coherent international education strategy, Filipino scholars will not only 15 

gain technical skills abroad, but will ultimately imbibe the different values and worldview of foreign 16 
institutions, which will certainly contribute to the deepening of the country’s relationship with other 17 
countries; 18 

19 
WHEREAS, an improvement or expansion of the CHED’s scholarship and training programs 20 

requires also the infusion of more funds either through additional budgetary allocation in the annual 21 
General Appropriations Act or through donations from private entities, groups or individuals; 22 

23 
WHEREAS, the government must undertake a government-led funding strategy for a foreign 24 

scholarship and training program for Filipino students and professionals as an economic investment 25 
aimed at producing globally competitive experts with the capability to leapfrog the economy and 26 
transform the Philippines into an upper middle-income country; 27 

28 
WHEREAS, while promoting scholarships, training programs, and further studies abroad, the 29 

government must also ensure that there are streamlined return service structures, progressive rules and 30 
regulations for the implementation of these programs, and a conducive environment for research so that 31 
the country will benefit directly from these investments; 32 

33 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, That the 34 

House of Representatives urge the Commission on Higher Education to implement an expanded foreign 35 
scholarship and training program.     36 

RESOLVED FURTHER, That copies of this Resolution be furnished the Commission on 37 
Higher Education. 38 

Adopted, 
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