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RESUMPTION OF SESSION

At 11:26 a.m., the session was resumed with 
Speaker Lord Allan Jay Q. Velasco presiding.

THE SPEAKER. The session is resumed.
Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, good 
morning. Dear colleagues, good morning.

Our parliamentary status is that we are 
resuming the session.

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, was a historic 
moment. During our session, 186 of our 
colleagues declared the position of Speaker 
vacant, and we elected a new Speaker who 
is now presiding in the Session Hall over our 
session which has been resumed.

Dear colleagues, let us greet with a round 
of applause our esteemed Speaker, Lord Allan 
Velasco. (Applause)

Our parliamentary status, Mr. Speaker, 
is that we will now formally ratify the 
election of our esteemed Speaker. And so, 
our esteemed Speaker, I move now that you 
relinquish the post as Presiding Officer to 
our Deputy Speaker, Conrad Estrella, for the 
reaffirmation of the Body of your election 
yesterday.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER. Thank you, Majority 
Leader.

So moved. 

At this juncture, the Speaker relinquished the 
Chair to Deputy Speaker Conrado M. Estrella III.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Estrella). 
Majority Floor Leader.

NOMINAL VOTING FOR SPEAKERSHIP

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, good 
morning.

In accordance with our Rules on nominal 
voting, including Section 91 of Rule XII, 
nominal voting during plenary sessions using 
electronic platforms, and may I read, Mr. 
Speaker:

 Notwithstanding the provisions 
of Sections 58, 119 and 120 hereof, 
Members shall register their votes 
through virtual conference or through 
their respective mobile phone numbers 
or other electronic accounts previously 
submitted to and verified by the 
Secretary General.

I now move for nominal voting to ratify 
the election of Speaker Lord Allan Velasco and 
that the Secretary General be directed to read 
the names of Members for nominal voting.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Estrella). 
Is there any of objection? (Silence) The Chair 
hears none; the motion is hereby approved.

The Secretary General is hereby designated 
to please proceed with the nominal voting 
through a roll call. Please proceed. 

The Chair directed the Secretary General to 
call the roll for the nominal voting. Thereafter, 
pursuant to the Rules of the House, a roll call vote 
was made.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Rep. Estrella). 
With 186 votes and with the blessings of 
the Lord God Almighty, the House of the 
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People now has a new Speaker-elect. With 
186 affirmative votes, we now have ratified 
the election of the new Speaker of the House, 
Speaker Lord Allan Velasco. (Applause)

Congratulations! 
The Chair would like to request the new 

Speaker of the House, Speaker Velasco, to please 
come over and the Chair is now relinquishing 
the House to Speaker-elect  Velasco. 

Mr. Speaker, congratulations! (Applause)

At this juncture, Deputy Speaker Estrella 
relinquished the Chair to the Speaker.

THE SPEAKER. To the Filipino people, to 
my dear colleagues, I am humbled by your 
support and trust for electing me as your Speaker 
of the House of the Eighteenth Congress. 

I have three main considerations why 
we stood our ground and fought the battle. 
First and most importantly, this is for the 
Filipino people. The present leadership has 
been accused of putting political expediency 
above public service. This perception has 
scandalized the nation to a point wherein no 
less than President Rodrigo Duterte himself 
was prompted to deliver a wake-up call for 
this august Body to shape up or ship out. 

In his Proclamation, our President ordered 
Congress to resume the congressional 
deliberations on the proposed 2021 National 
Budget and to avoid any further delays on the 
prompt passage thereof in accordance with 
the Constitution and applicable laws, rules 
and regulations. 

As the head of the nation comprised of 109 
million people, our President is voicing out the 
widespread sentiment that the interest of our 
people, especially at this time of COVID-19 
pandemic and the concomitant crisis it has 
spawned, is being sacrificed before the altar 
of personal greed and political ambition. 

Our countrymen need no further proof 
of this than the whimsical, illogical, irregular 
and immoral attempt to suspend lower House 
deliberations until November 16, 2020 for no 
apparent reason other than to perpetuate the 
holding of the ruling clique. It did not matter 
to them that by doing so, the rights and needs 
of a suffering people were trampled and 
disregarded, ironically, by the very people who 

are supposed to represent and safeguard their 
interest. Our people cannot wait and they do 
not deserve to wait even more simply because 
someone‘s political plans are now in peril. 

The second reason is to restore a sense 
of statesmanship to this august Body. To 
this day, there is that sense of reverence to 
the memory and the legacy of the men and 
women who once lit up its hallowed halls. It 
is incumbent upon each and everyone of us to 
follow in their footsteps and to respect their 
memory by living up to the code of honor to 
which they swore and lived by. 

In recent days, the collective integrity of 
this Body has been subjected to a nationwide 
uproar, sadly affecting many of its Members 
who had no fault or participation. The 
proceedings and conduct of the present 
leadership is such that the Eighteenth 
Congress has become an object of derision 
and contempt by a people disillusioned 
with the workings of ambitious politicians. 
For sure, any level of redemption will 
require the collective commitment of every 
Member of this august Body. However, such 
a resolve has to start at the top, and it is to 
this end that this humble Representation 
has committed to uphold and to work for.

Lastly, the third reason is for the time-
honored and yet increasingly challenged 
virtue called “word of honor.” When President 
Rodrigo Duterte brokered a term-sharing 
agreement last year, there were no conditions 
or colatilla attached to it. The gentleman’s 
agreement for two parties to serve alternately 
was sealed by a handshake witnessed by 
the President himself. This was a bond of 
honor stronger than any written contract. 
There is no need to open fresh wounds at 
this point as there will come a right time for 
that. However, there is no denying that all 
this unnecessary turmoil we are currently 
experiencing resulted from the abject refusal 
to honor that agreement. There is no other 
way to look at it. In the increasingly futile 
machinations to reject that covenant, there is 
one principle that was ignored and silenced, 
the virtue we call “word of honor.” While 
we quote verses from the Holy Book and 
mesmerize with elegant passages from the 
Scripture, the blatant irony is that the good 
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book itself is a testament to God honoring a 
promise to mankind and honoring His word.

This humble Representation apologizes to 
Mayor, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, the 
undisputed leader of this nation who now 
stands assailed by the perceived rejection by 
this august Body, not only of the agreement 
which he personally established but his very 
person upon which that agreement was 
anchored. A rejection of the agreement is a 
rejection of palabra de honor and likewise a 
rejection of Mayor, President Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte himself. If this agreement is honored in 
the breach, what future agreement will not be 
subjected to doubt and disbelief owing to our 
failure to honor it? Let us show our countrymen 
that loyalty and fidelity to the promises we 
make are not mere conveniences for us. Let 
us be good examples of palabra de honor and 
demonstrate that our word is our bond. 

There comes a time in life that marks the 
destiny of an individual. This is one such 
time for this humble Representation. There 
is a choice between simply coasting along 
the shoreline within one’s comfort zone and 
launching into the deep to face uncertainty 
and danger. Very often, the latter represents 
the fulfillment of a higher calling. For me, 
these verses from American poet Robert Frost 
sum up the sense of triumph that awaits one 
who chooses the road not taken:

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less travelled by, 
And that has made all the difference.
(Applause)

This is for our people, for this august Body 
and this institution we call Congress, for 
the word of honor of our beloved President 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte and for God who makes 
all these happen. 

To the Filipino people, we will not let you 
down. 

For God and country, maraming, maraming 
salamat po. (Applause) 

Mabuhay po ang Kongreso! Mabuhay po 
ang sambayanang Pilipino! (Applause)

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, 
to clarify, the numbers that ratified your 
election yesterday, the Secretary General, 
Atty. Sipin, has informed me that in line with 
our Rules of the House of Representatives, 
in line with the rules on voting, much, much 
more support has been generated and votes 
that we were unable to record yesterday have 
been coming in. (Applause) Due to technical 
problems yesterday, due to the COVID-19 
problem, we have more than 200 Congressmen 
(Applause), almost a pure Majority, who 
would have wished to ratify your election in 
person today in this Hall, except that there 
is the problem of COVID, the restrictions on 
travel, the difficulty in establishing Internet 
connection. These votes are also part of the 
Majority that you now lead. So, the numbers 
are far more than 186. A pure number of 186 
means that we exclude more than 120 of our 
colleagues, which will not happen under your 
speakership. But in the interest of the truth, in 
the interest of hewing to the Rules, we have 
used the number one hundred eighty-six 
(186) who, since yesterday, have manifested 
their votes for you. But rest assured, Mr. 
Speaker, more than 200 of our colleagues 
have sent in their votes for you. (Applause) We 
acknowledge them and they are part of our 
new Majority. (Applause)

In fact, Mr. Speaker, in our halls is a 
Member, an esteemed leader of the Liberal 
Party who wishes to make a statement 
and later hand to you a manifesto of their 
party support. By way of an answer to your 
election’s ratification and to your moving 
and inspiring speech, she wishes to speak 
before the Filipino nation today. I move 
that we recognize our esteemed colleague 
from the First District of Negros Oriental, 
the Hon. Jocelyn Limkaichong of the Liberal 
Party.

I so move, Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

REP. LIMKAICHONG. Thank you very 
much. And early on, let me congratulate our 
Speaker, Speaker Lord Allan Velasco.

It is my honor and privilege to read 
the statement of the Liberal Party of the 
Philippines recognizing the speakership of 
Lord Allan Q. Velasco:
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After careful deliberation among all 
members and with guidance from our Party 
Chair, Vice President Leni Robredo, we, 
members of the Liberal Party in the House of 
Representatives, have decided to recognize 
the speakership of Rep. Lord Allan Velasco.

The need for stable leadership during this 
time of pandemic is the overriding reason 
for this decision. The absence of stability 
in leadership will only result in delays in 
the passage of crucial legislation to save 
lives and livelihood, including the General 
Appropriations Act of 2021, an outcome the 
Filipino people cannot afford. If there is any 
travesty that must be avoided in the ongoing 
speakership row, it is this one —the failure to 
pass the Budget in a swift and proper manner.

In coming to this decision, we all remain 
steadfast in our party principle that the 
nation comes before self. We continue to be 
committed to the principles of liberalism as 
we pursue pro-people legislation, perform 
our role as fiscalizers for good governance and 
work for the promotion of inclusive economic 
growth. 

 Signed by yours truly, Rep. Jocelyn Sy 
Limkaichong, First District of Negros Oriental; 
Rep. Mujiv Hataman, Lone District of Basilan; 
Rep. Jose Christopher Y. Belmonte, Sixth 
District of Quezon City; Rep. Josephine “Nene” 
Ramirez-Sato, Lone District of Occidental 
Mindoro; Rep. Francis Gerald Aguinaldo 
Abaya, First District of Cavite; Rep. Isagani 
Amatong, Third District of Zamboanga del 
Norte; Rep. Emmanuel “Tawi” Billones, First 
District of Capiz; Rep. Gabriel Bordado Jr., 
Third District of Camarines Sur; Rep. Edgar M. 
Chatto, First District of Bohol; Rep. Paul Ruiz 
Daza, First District of Northern Samar; Rep. 
Raul Del Mar, First District of Cebu City; Rep. 
Edgar Erice, Second District of Caloocan; Rep. 
Romulo “Kid” Peña, First District of Makati 
City; Rep. Stella Luz A. Quimbo, Second 
District of Marikina City; Rep. Alfonso V. 
Umali Jr., Second District of Oriental Mindoro; 
and Rep. Edcel C. Lagman, First District of 
Albay who has signed with the following 
reservation: “I remain as an independent 
opposition or an authentic Minority Member.”

Thank you very much and all the best, Mr. 
Speaker. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Thank you, Hon. Jocelyn 
Limkaichong.

Majority Leader. 

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, Honorable 
Limkaichong shall approach the podium to 
give the statement of support from the Liberal 
Party, bearing the signatures of their members. 
(Applause)

THE SPEAKER. I would like to extend my 
deepest gratitude and sincere thanks to the 
Liberal Party for the endorsement that they 
have given.

Majority Leader. 

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, to speak on 
behalf of the Party-List Coalition, to reaffirm 
his support for Speaker Lord Allan Velasco, I 
move that we recognize the honorable Cong. 
Mikee Romero.

THE SPEAKER. The Honorable Romero is 
hereby recognized. 

REP. ROMERO. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all, the Party-List Coalition wishes to 
congratulate you for being the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. The 50-strong 
Party-List Coalition throws its full support 
to your leadership as the Speaker of this 
House of Representatives, Mr. Speaker. 
(Applause) 

With the mandate of 200 or more 
Congressmen at this point, the mandate of 
the people of the Philippines, of the Filipino 
people, is now with you, Mr. Speaker. We 
know that you will lead us to the right 
direction, Mr. Speaker. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Thank you for those kinds 
words from the President of the Party-List 
Coalition.

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, to speak on 
behalf of the Nationalist People’s Coalition, 
I move to recognize our esteemed colleague 
and strong party leader, the Hon. Jack Duavit. 
(Applause)
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THE SPEAKER. The Hon. Jack Duavit is 
hereby recognized. (Applause)

REP. DUAVIT. On behalf of the Nationalist 
People’s Coalition, congratulations, Speaker. 

Kami po, simple lang po ang aming hiling 
sa inyo and we will do it publicly. Huwag lang 
po kayong magbago. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Rest assured.

REP. DUAVIT. Please be the honorable, 
fair and compassionate man we have come to 
know and you will always have our support. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. My deepest gratitude to 
the NPC.

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. On behalf of the Mindanao 
bloc, Mr. Speaker, we move to recognize the 
Hon. Divina Yu.

THE SPEAKER. The Hon. Divina Yu is 
hereby recognized.

REP. YU. On behalf of the Mindanao bloc, 
we reaffirm our full support to you, Speaker 
Lord Allan Velasco. 

Thank you very much. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Thank you so much to the 
Mindanaoan bloc. 

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the PDP Party, I move to recognize the Hon. 
Doy Leachon. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. The Hon. Doy Leachon is 
hereby recognized.

REP. LEACHON. My dear colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker, I want to say more but I know you are 
leaving for a very important consideration. Just 
the same, on a personal note, we would like to 
congratulate you. As I said to you yesterday, 
you were given such a blessing and I hope— 
when I met you about a year ago and I knew 
it would be a roller-coaster ride. Now, you are 

the fourth highest official of the land. We are 
praying that you should stay as humble as you 
are so that you can fully serve the interest of 
the Members of the House of Representatives.

On behalf of our Party, the Party of the 
President, the PDP-Laban, we reaffirm our 
support to the newly elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives because we do 
believe that the newly elected Speaker is the 
one who can inspire and not divide, a person 
with a heart of a public servant, as I said 
yesterday, and not of a tyrant. And I know 
with your leadership, the leadership shall be 
shared with all the Members, opportunities 
for all the Members shall be advanced and, 
of course, the interests of our districts will 
always be protected and cared for by our 
House leadership. 

Again, congratulations, Mr. Speaker. 
Mabuhay ka. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Full gratitude to the PDP 
Party.

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the National Capital Region, NCR bloc, I move 
to recognize the Hon. Manny Lopez. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. The Hon. Manny Lopez 
is hereby recognized.

REP. LOPEZ. Maraming salamat po, 
Ginoong Tagapagpakilala. 

Una ho sa lahat, ang kasapi po ng kalakhang 
Metro Manila ay binabati po kayo. May 
kasabihan po kami sa Tagalog na higit sa 
ningning ng ginto at pilak ay prinsipyo. Iyan 
po ang aming pinaninindigan at naniniwala 
kami na iyan din ang inyo pong paninindigan.

Maraming salamat po at kami po ay 
sumusuporta sa inyo. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Maraming, maraming 
salamat sa Metro Manila bloc.

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the Visayan bloc, I move to recognize the Hon. 
Kiko Benitez.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.
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THE SPEAKER. The Hon. Kiko Benitez is 
hereby recognized.

REP. BENITEZ. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
Visayan bloc of the House of Representatives, 
I once again reaffirm our trust, commitment 
and support behind your leadership. Ang mga 
Kinatawan po ng Republika ng Pilipinas ay 
kumikilala pa rin ng katapatan, karangalan 
at ang kahalagahan ng kasunduan sa ilalim 
ng inyong pamumuno. 

Congratulations, Mr. Speaker, Lord Allan 
Velasco. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Daghang salamat sa 
Visayan bloc.

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region (in 
Muslim Mindanao), the BARMM, I move to 
recognize the Hon. Esmael Mangudadatu.

THE SPEAKER. The Hon. Esmael 
Mangudadatu is hereby recognized.

REP. MANGUDADATU. Mr. Speaker, 
magandang umaga po.

THE SPEAKER. Magandang umaga.

REP. MANGUDADATU. Magandang 
umaga rin po sa ating mga kasamahan dito sa 
Kongreso. On behalf of the eight Legislators 
of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao, we are reaffirming our 
support to you as Speaker of the House.

THE SPEAKER. Maraming, maraming 
salamat sa Mindanaoan bloc. (Applause)

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the HNP, I move that we recognize the Hon. 
Sid Ungab. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. The Hon. Sid Ungab is 
hereby recognized.

REP. UNGAB. Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, word of honor matters. 

The common tao does not understand 
the present squabbles in the House of 
Representatives. What is understandable is 
that there was a gentleman’s agreement and 
that was clear from the start. Filipinos of 
today and of yesterday adhere to the time-
tested value of palabra de honor, a tradition 
which strengthens the moral fiber and soul 
of the nation. 

As public officials and gentlemen of the 
finest order, we are bound to stand by our 
words regardless of our political beliefs and 
affiliation. That is why I reiterate my support, 
our support for Speaker Lord Allan Velasco 
as Speaker of the House of Representatives.

As I see him having the moral ascendancy, 
decency and credibility to hold the leadership 
of the House of Representatives, I join our 
colleagues in restoring not only public 
confidence in the House that has been vilified, 
but also in building a House leadership 
imbued with professionalism, one that is 
faithful to the people’s mandate and sincere 
in delivering real public service.

I, therefore, reiterate my support for the 
honorable Cong. Lord Allan Velasco of the 
Lone District of Marinduque as the undisputed 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. (Applause)

THE SPEAKER. Daghang salamat, 
Hugpong ng Pagbabago Party.

Majority Leader.

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the Bicol Region, I move that we recognize the 
esteemed Rep. Pido Garbin.

R E P .  G A R B I N .  T h a n k  y o u ,  M r . 
Speaker.

THE SPEAKER. The esteemed Rep. Pido 
Garbin is hereby recognized.

REP. GARBIN. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
On behalf of the Bicolano or the Bicol bloc 

and as manifested yesterday, we now reaffirm 
our support to the duly elected Speaker of 
the Eighteenth Congress, the Speaker of the 
supermajority, Cong. Lord Allan Velasco. 
(Applause)
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THE SPEAKER. Maraming salamat from 
the Bicol Region.

Majority Leader.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

REP. BONDOC. Mr. Speaker, in order to 
make time for your historic meeting with the 

President of the Republic of the Philippines, I 
move to suspend the session.

I so move, Mr. Speaker.

T H E  S P E A K E R .  T h e  s e s s i o n  i s 
suspended. 

It was 12:12 p.m.
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