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HR 609 Rep. 
Limkaichong 

Congratulating and commending Ian 
Fermin Rosales Casocot for winning first 
prize in the Short Story Category of the 
Carlos Palanca Memorial Awards for 
Literature 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Christopher de 
Venecia (4th District, Pangasinan), adopted House 
Resolution 609. Thereafter, the corresponding 
Committee Report was approved subject to style. 
 

HR 636 Rep. De 
Venecia 

Commending Ms. Cecile Guidote-Alvarez 
for being the only Southeast Asian awardee 
at La MaMa Theater’s ‘Remake-a-World' 
Gala in New York City 
 

The Committee adopted HR 636. Thereafter, the 
corresponding Committee Report was approved 
subject to style. 
 
La Mama Experimental Theatre Club is an off-off 
Broadway theater established in 1961 dedicated 
to the artist and all aspects of theater. It held its 
“Remake-a-World” Gala last 10 November 2022 
in New York City paying tribute “to seven 
outstanding individuals whose work as global 
citizens embodies La Mama’s one world vision.” 
Ms. Guidote-Alvarez was honored “for her work 
as founder of the Philippine Education Theater 
Association, and her lifetime commitment of 
‘cultural care giving’ by providing free arts training 
to street children, the disabled, and indigenous 
youth.” She was recognized for her advocacies 
as president of the Global Social Change 
Network of International Theatre Institute and 
director of the EarthSavers Dreams Ensemble.  
 

HR 653 Rep. Olivarez Expressing profound congratulations to Ms. 
Dolly De Leon for winning the Los Angeles 
Critics Awards Best Supporting Actress for 
her role as toilet manager in “Triangle of 
Sadness” and for being the first Filipino to 
be nominated for Golden Globe Best 
Supporting Actress for the same role 
 

The Committee adopted HR 653. Thereafter, the 
corresponding Committee Report was approved 
subject to style. 

HR 451 Deputy 
Speaker Villar 

Assessing the plight of Philippine cinema, 
with the intentions of promoting more film 
productions to generate employment, 
reviving its renaissance and golden era, 
and feasibly maximizing efforts to secure 
the country’s first nomination or a win in the 
most prestigious Oscar Award for Best 
International Feature Film, formerly known 
as Best Foreign Language 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee will deliberate further on HR 451 
in its next meeting. 
 
At the outset, Rep. De Venecia presented the 
“actionable points” that may be undertaken for the 
film industry based on the discussions from the 
previous meeting of the Committee on HR 451. 
These are: 1) address the lack of statistics on the 
value chain and lack of official definitions of some 
terminologies being used in the industry; 2) 
create an accounting framework for the industry; 
3) extract data on the return of investment for 
winning an Oscar; 4) request for additional 
government support to fund film campaigns; 5) 
reactivate the Film Academy of the Philippines; 
and 6) unbundle the costs of a film ticket.  
 
The following agencies were given the 
opportunity to present their respective programs 
to further develop the film industry: Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI), Film Development 
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Council of the Philippines (FDCP), Cultural 
Center of the Philippines, and National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts. 
  
Rep. Stella Luz Quimbo (2nd District, Marikina 
City) commented on the film industry case study 
being done by the DTI which will be vital in 
creating the national roadmap for the film sector. 
She pointed out the need to identify all the 
industries involved in pre-production or the 
upstream production (all activities needed to 
gather the materials required to create a product) 
in order to have complete information or statistics 
on the pre-production phase. She recommended 
that the DTI must hold focus group discussions 
(FGDs) with stakeholders involved in costume 
production, musical score, animation, make-up, 
and content generation, among others. 
 
DTI Competitiveness Bureau Assistant Director 
Jo-Dann Darong agreed with the suggestions of 
Rep. Quimbo, giving his assurance that FGDs 
shall be conducted with these groups. 
 
For the guidance of everyone present in the 
meeting, Rep. De Venecia stated that subsequent 
discussions today and in the succeeding 
meetings of the Committee shall focus on the 
following topics: film industry regulation; workers’ 
rights and welfare; ease of doing business; and 
financial subsidy and film grants. 
 
Rep. De Venecia proceeded to ask what tax 
reliefs or incentives may be implemented for the 
benefit of the film industry. Philippine Motion 
Pictures Producers Association representative 
Josabeth Alonso proposed a tax holiday for about 
three years or a reduction of the current 
Amusement Tax from 10% to 5%.  
 
Rep. De Venecia also inquired whether the 
financial subsidy and film grants/incentives being 
offered in the country are at par with those 
offered in other ASEAN countries. FDCP 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Tirso Cruz 
III answered that right now, the country is not 
competitive enough in this area compared with 
neighboring countries. Rep. De Venecia posited 
that this could be the reason why foreign film 
producers seldom select the Philippines as a 
location for their films.  
 
Veteran film director Jose Javier Reyes also cited 
issues pertaining to the ease of doing business 
as among the factors that dissuade foreign 
producers from filming in the country. In line with 
this, Inter-Guild Alliance representatives Patti 
Lapus and Alemberg Ang enumerated the many 
requirements for securing national and local 
permits to film in the country. 
 
With regard to workers’ rights and welfare, 
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines 
(IPOPHL) Director IV Emerson Cuyo briefly 
discussed the intellectual property issues 
plaguing the film industry including the artists and 
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workers involved in the industry amidst the shift to 
digital economy. Such problems include copyright 
infringement and similar concerns in international 
licensing and distribution and the shift of piracy 
from physical media and torrent sites (movie and 
music downloading sites) to online streaming 
sites.  
 
Cuyo added that the IPOPHL already published 
in 2021 the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual 
Performances (BTAP) Guidebook with its 
Implementing Rules and Regulations to be 
released soon. (The BTAP is an international 
treaty adopted in 2012 by the World Intellectual 
Property Organization of the United Nations 
which acknowledges for the first time the 
intellectual property rights of performers with 
regard to their audiovisual performances. – 
Source: Beijing Treaty website) 
 
Artists’ Welfare Project, Inc. Executive Director 
Jennifer Bonto suggested that the IPOPHL 
should likewise release testimonials or success 
stories of artists who won in intellectual property 
rights cases against violators. She said this will 
embolden artists to file official complaints to 
address similar issues. 
 
Meanwhile, Aktor: League of Filipino Actors 
Chairman of the Board Dingdong Dantes called 
on the government to provide an enabling 
environment for artists to flourish in their fields 
such as making accessible training programs, 
both here and abroad, that will improve their craft, 
and to provide them access to health 
maintenance organizations or healthcare 
providers.  
 
All the resource persons were asked to submit to 
the Committee the relevant data requested by the 
Members during the meeting. 
 

Muslim Affairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HB 5045 Rep. 
Dimaporo 
(M.K.) 
 
 

Amending RA 9997, otherwise known as 
the National Commission on Muslim 
Filipinos Act of 2009, to provide Muslim 
Filipinos better access to Shari'a Courts in 
its absence, appropriating funds therefor 
 
 
 
 
  

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Mohamad 
Khalid Dimaporo (1st District, Lanao del Norte), 
will deliberate further on House Bill 5045 in 
another meeting. 
 
Rep. Dimaporo, who is also the author of HB 
5045, apprised the body that his office has made 
initial discussions with the National Commission 
on Muslim Filipinos (NCMF) on the details of his 
bill. The bill seeks to address the challenges and 
problems being faced by Muslim Filipinos with 
regard to accessing the services of the Shari’a 
Courts, particularly in relation to its functions as 
civil registrar of Muslim Filipinos. He said Muslim 
Filipinos who have already relocated to other 
regions outside of Mindanao find it difficult and 
costly to file civil registry documents or records 
because there are no Shari’a Courts in those 
areas. He added that the NCMF could not 
provide assistance to Muslim Filipinos having 
such problems because it lacks the specific 
mandate to assist them in filing the required 
documents with the Shari’a Courts, which were 
only established in Mindanao. 
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Thus, as stated in the explanatory note of HB 
5045, the bill seeks to rectify the present 
predicament of Muslim Filipinos by allowing and 
empowering the NCMF to act as service provider 
for and on behalf of Muslim Filipinos to receive 
and file routine documents, such as marriage, 
birth, and death certificates, in the Shari’a 
Courts. The bill also mandates the creation of a 
digital platform that will allow a paperless 
process for certain services of the Shari’a Courts 
which can be more practical than the creation of 
new Shari’a Courts in regions outside of 
Mindanao. 
 
NCMF’s Bureau of Legal Affairs (BLA) Director 
IV Rolando Abo expressed his support for HB 
5045. Under the bill, the BLA shall be 
responsible for ensuring that Muslim Filipinos 
who have no access to Shari’a Courts can file 
the appropriate documents that are within the 
jurisdiction of the Shari’a circuit and district 
courts. Abo also proposed that the bill should 
clearly state that the BLA is authorized to assist 
Muslim Filipinos in the registration of birth, 
marriage, or death in areas where there are no 
Shari’a Courts. 
 
NCMF’s Bureau of Muslim Cultural Affairs 
Director IV Michael Mito-On Ali commented that 
the BLA should still continue to perform its core 
function of providing legal assistance to Muslim 
constituents even if it is proposed to be given 
additional functions under the bill. 
 
Supreme Court Court Administrator Raul 
Villanueva expressed his support for the bill 
particularly on the additional assistance to be 
rendered by the NCMF. He mentioned that not all 
Shari’a Courts are fully functioning right now 
because of vacancies and confirmed that such 
courts are only located in Mindanao. 
 

HB 5594 Rep. 
Sakaluran 
 

Facilitating the immediate burial of Muslim 
cadaver in accordance with the Islamic rites  

The Committee will deliberate further on HB 
5594. 
 
Rep. Sittie Aminah Dimaporo (2nd District, Lanao 
del Norte) sponsored the bill on behalf of the 
author and manifested that the explanatory note 
attached to the bill be considered as the author’s 
sponsorship speech. 
 
Based on the bill’s explanatory note, the bill was 
filed in recognition of the rights of Muslims to 
bury their dead in accordance with Islamic rites.  
It was also explained that Muslim burial rites 
should be done as soon as possible after death 
and within a 24-hour period. “This practice is 
rooted in the Muslim belief that the soul of the 
deceased is disturbed if its previous body is not 
laid to rest before the next call to prayer,” the  
explanatory note stated. This ritual respects “the 
dignity of the deceased” as well as the emotions 
of their relatives.  
 
Thus, the bill seeks to allow Muslims to bury their 
dead even without securing yet the certificate of 
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death, and to prohibit hospitals, medical clinics, 
funeral parlors, morgues, and other similar 
facilities from withholding the release of Muslim 
cadavers for reasons of non-payment in part or in 
full of hospital bills, medical expenses, 
professional fees, and other fees.  
 
Expressing their support for the bill were the 
resource persons from the NCMF, Department of 
Health, Department of the Interior and Local 
Government, and the Department of 
Transportation. 
 
The NCMF submitted the following 
recommendations to be incorporated in the bill: 

 Custodial and prison facilities must 
likewise be prohibited from withholding 
the release of Muslim cadavers due to 
incomplete documents;  

 The consent of the family of the 
deceased Muslim must be secured first 
before conducting forensic 
examinations on the cadaver, in line 
with the general principle of Islamic law 
which prohibits the disturbance of the 
dead body of a Muslim unless required 
by the State; and 

 Section 5 (Shipment of Cadaver) of the 
bill should state that “the body of a 
deceased Muslim should be wrapped 
with white cloth and placed in an 
airtight cadaver bag or cadaver 
wooden box that is leakproof and shall 
be zipped or closed with tapes or 
bandage strips.”  

 
To fast-track the deliberation of the bill, Chair 
Dimaporo directed the Secretariat to prepare a 
matrix reflecting the recommendations on the bill 
submitted by the NCMF and other resource 
persons. 
 

Substitute 
Bill to HBs 
2587 & 
3755 

Reps. Adiong 
and Hataman 
 
 
 

Providing for the establishment of Muslim 
cemeteries in cities and municipalities with 
significant number of Muslim population 
and appropriating funds therefor  
 

The Committee will hold further discussions on 
the Substitute Bill to HBs 2587 and 3755 during 
its in-person meeting. 
 
The proposed law seeks to establish Muslim 
cemeteries in cities and municipalities with 
significant number of Muslim population to 
address the lack of proper and accessible burial 
grounds for Muslim Filipinos. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   Comments or suggestions may be sent to the Committee Publication Staff, Committee Management Support Service I, Committee Affairs Department 

3rd Floor, Ramon V. Mitra, Jr. Bldg., House of Representatives, Constitution Hills, Quezon City, 
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