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Substitute 
Bill to HBs 
933 & 
4157 

Reps. 
Romulo and 
Ongchuan 

Integrating a comprehensive study of 
Philippine history during World War II 
(WWII) into the higher education 
curriculum 

The Committee, chaired by Baguio City Rep. Mark Go, 
approved subject to style and amendments the Substitute 
Bill to House Bills 933 and 4157, and the corresponding 
Committee Report.  
 
As author of HB 933, Pasig City Rep. Roman Romulo 
explained that his bill provides that a comprehensive 
study of Philippine history during WWII be integrated into 
and cover not less than 50% of the mandatory Philippine 
history subject being offered under the general education 
curriculum (GEC) in higher education courses in the 
country. He underscored the importance of the struggle 
and heroism of Filipino WWII veterans, guerillas, and 
civilians in their fight against the Japanese that eventually 
led to the country’s liberation. He said preserving these 
stories and integrating them into the Philippine history 
subject in higher education institutions (HEIs) will 
promote patriotism and nationalism among the youth. He 
also informed the body that a similar version of the bill 
was already approved on third reading by the House of 
Representatives during the 18th Congress. 
 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Chairperson J. 
Prospero De Vera III commented that the proposal to 
devote not less than 50% of the Philippine history subject 
to WWII era may not be acceptable to some HEIs. 
 
Chair Go recommended that a “reasonable” percentage 
acceptable to all HEIs be determined.  
 
Rep. Romulo and De Vera agreed with the proposal of 
the Chair. 
 
Several House Members and the representative of the 
Philippine Veterans Affairs Office expressed their support 
for the proposed law. 
 

HB 1724 
 

Rep. 
Mariano-
Hernandez 
 

Mandating the compulsory teaching of 
ethics subjects in Philippine tertiary 
education 
 
 
 
 

The Committee will deliberate further on HB 1724 upon 
CHED’s submission of its evaluation report on the 
teaching of Ethics subject in HEIs. 
 
Rep. Ruth Mariano-Hernandez (2nd District, Laguna), 
author of HB 1724, said that her bill seeks to require the 
teaching of ethics and accountability subjects as part of 
the GEC in tertiary education and technical and 
vocational (tech-voc) education institutions. She added 
that the CHED and the Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority, as the implementing agencies, 
shall be empowered to formulate and adopt a system for 
the effective implementation of the proposed law. She 
mentioned that the Office of the Ombudsman, on account 
of its expertise in the field of ethics and accountability, 
shall have a major role in the conduct of pertinent fora 
and symposia in HEIs and tech-voc education 
institutions.  
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De Vera commented that while CHED lauds the intent of 
the bill, a three-unit course on Ethics has already been 
integrated into all degree programs in HEIs when the 
higher education curriculum was revised to complement 
the implementation of the K-12 program.  He suggested 
that an evaluation of how this Ethics course is being 
taught in HEIs be made first before prescribing 
adjustments or additional policies through legislation. He 
averred that the course evaluation will also reveal what 
steps shall be taken to improve the teaching 
methodology, if necessary. 
 
Rep. Mariano-Hernandez said she is amenable to the 
suggestion of De Vera. However, she stated that even 
with an already existing Ethics course under the current 
GEC, her bill aims to institutionalize the teaching of ethics 
subject so that it will not be easily or unduly altered or 
abolished. 
 
Expressing their support for the bill were Reps. Joseph 
Gilbert Violago (2nd District, Nueva Ecija) and Edgar 
Chatto (1st District, Bohol). They also agreed with the 
proposal of De Vera to conduct an evaluation first on how 
the Ethics course is being taught in HEIs. 
 
The CHED was requested to submit to the Committee its 
evaluation report within six months. 
 

HB 4350 Rep. Abalos Mandating the inclusion of a foreign 
language other than English, as an 
elective course in the higher education 
curriculum 
 

The Committee deferred further action on HB 4350. 
 
Rep. JC Abalos (Party-List, 4PS), author of HB 4350, 
presented his bill’s proposal to include other foreign 
language aside from English in the country’s higher 
education curriculum to further equip Filipinos and 
expand their opportunities especially with the entry of 
more foreign corporations into the country.  
 
The CHED Chair, however, explained that the teaching of 
a foreign language is best done at the basic education 
level just like in other countries and not in higher 
education where the focus should be on higher 
competency courses. He also said that the proposed law 
will have serious administrative and financial implications 
as more teaching personnel who are competent in other 
foreign languages will have to be hired which smaller 
HEIs might not be able to afford.  
 
Likewise, CHED’s Technical Committee for English 
Chairperson Ma. Milagros Laurel cited possible 
duplication of efforts considering that the Department of 
Education already allows basic education institutions to 
offer 120 hours of foreign language subjects other than 
English. She requested the Committee to consider 
looking into the effectiveness of teaching foreign 
languages at the basic education level. 
  
Rep. Abalos requested the CHED to submit its 
recommendations particularly on creating a job-ready 
foreign language curriculum for students so that the bill 
could be improved. 
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