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ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE SUBJECT MATTER DISCUSSIONS 

Higher and Technical 
Education   
 

Organizational meeting and adoption of the 
Committee’s Internal Rules and Procedure  
 
 

The Committee, chaired by Baguio City Rep. Mark Go, held its 
organizational meeting, during which the Committee’s Internal 
Rules and Procedure for the 19th Congress was adopted, 
subject to amendment. The amended rules will be submitted to 
the Committee on Rules for its approval.  
 
Rep. Go reported to the body that three national laws and 33 
local laws were passed by the Committee during the 18th 
Congress. The three laws enacted were Republic Act (RA) 
11509, also known as the “Doktor Para sa Bayan Act”; RA 
11522, declaring every 18th of May as the National Higher 
Education Day; and RA 11551, also known as the “Labor 
Education Act.”  
 
For the 19th Congress, Rep. Go said that the Committee is 
already in receipt of over 200 measures, of which 188 are 
primary referrals and the rest are secondary referrals.  
 
Under the Rules of the House, the Committee has jurisdiction 
over “all matters directly and principally relating to higher 
education and post-secondary technical-vocational education, 
open distance learning, students and teachers’ welfare, and 
centers of excellence and development.”  
 

Local Government Organizational meeting and adoption of the 
Committee’s Internal Rules of Procedure 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Rex Gatchalian (1st District, 
Valenzuela City), held its organizational meeting during which 
the Committee’s Internal Rules of Procedure for the 19th 
Congress was adopted.  
 
Under the Rules of the House, the Committee has jurisdiction 
over “all matters directly and principally relating to autonomous 
regions, provinces, cities, municipalities and barangays 
including their revenues and expenditures.” 
 
Rep. Gatchalian also presented the Committee’s legislative 
direction for the next three years which is focused on 
amending or updating certain provisions of the Local 
Government Code to make it relevant in the present times. 
Amendments may include allowing digital transactions as a 
source of tax revenues for the local government units (LGUs); 
enhancing the tax collection capabilities of LGUs; and 
strengthening, professionalizing, and building their capacities 
through the institutionalization of certain offices and the 
continuing education of their personnel. 
 

Suffrage and Electoral 
Reforms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organizational meeting and adoption of the 
Committee's Internal Rules and Procedure for the 
19th Congress 
 
 

The Committee, chaired by Mountain Province Rep. Maximo 
Dalog, Jr., held its organizational meeting during which the 
Committee’s Internal Rules and Procedure for the 19th 
Congress was adopted. 
 
Rep. Dalog apprised the body that during the 18th Congress, 
the Committee acted on a total of 99 House bills and 5 
resolutions, wherein 12 of the bills were passed by the House 
and transmitted to the Senate. Out of the bills acted upon by 
the Committee, three became laws which Rep. Dalog said are 
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relevant to the lives of the Filipino people.  
 
He also promised to remain committed to the mandate of the 
Committee, ensuring to act promptly on bills that push for 
electoral reforms, such as strengthening political parties; 
increasing campaign finance; institutionalizing early voting for 
senior citizens and persons with disabilities; reorganizing and 
reappropriating separate offices for the various field offices of 
the Commission on Elections (COMELEC); and dismantling 
political dynasties. 
 
Under the Rules of the House, the Committee has jurisdiction 
over “all matters directly and principally relating to the 
protection and advancement of the right of suffrage and the 
conduct of elections, plebiscites, initiatives, recalls and 
referenda.” 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING ON HOUSE MEASURES 

COMMITTEE 

MEASURES 

SUBJECT MATTER ACTION TAKEN/DISCUSSION 
NO. 

PRINCIPAL 
AUTHOR 

Agriculture and 
Food 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HB 168 
 

Rep. 
Marcoleta 

Establishing the Paniqui Tarlac Eco-Farm 
and appropriating funds therefor 
 
 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Wilfrido Mark 
Enverga (1st District, Quezon), adopted a similar 
bill that was approved by the House on third 
reading during the 18th Congress as substitute to 
House Bill 168, and thereafter approved the 
same.  
 
On behalf of the author, Rep. Keith Micah “Atty. 
Mike” Tan (4th District, Quezon) sponsored House 
Bill 168 and manifested that the explanatory note 
attached to the bill be considered as the author’s 
sponsorship speech.  
 

HBs 280, 
613, 1192, 
2032, 2353, 
2388 & 2416 

Reps. 
Villafuerte (L.), 
De Venecia, 
Garcia (D.), 
Yap (C.M.), 
Romualdez 
(Y.), Enverga, 
and Barba 
 

Establishing the Young Farmers and 
Fisherfolk Challenge Program, creating 
for the purpose the Young Farmers and 
Fisherfolk Challenge Council, and 
appropriating funds therefor  
 
 
 

The Committee adopted a similar bill that was 
approved by the House on third reading during 
the 18th Congress as substitute to the ten bills, 
and thereafter approved the same.  
 
Reps. Christopher de Venecia (4th District, 
Pangasinan) and Dante Garcia (2nd District, La 
Union), respective authors of HBs 613 and 1192, 
manifested that the explanatory notes attached to 
their bills be considered as their sponsorship 
speeches. 
 
The Young Farmers and Fisherfolk Challenge 
Program aims to support and empower the young 
farmers and fisherfolk to be active partners in 
food security and agricultural development and 
modernization. It shall encourage the youth to 
pursue a career or engage in activities related to 
agriculture; ensure young farmers and fisherfolk 
participation in policy formulation and program 
implementation relative to the agriculture sector; 
and provide institutional support for agri-business 
and agri-entrepreneurship initiatives of the youth 
to fully realize their role as agents and partners 
for development.  
 
GABRIELA Party-List Rep. Arlene Brosas and 
Calamba City Rep. Charisse Anne Hernandez 

HB 1951 
 

Rep. 
Romualdez 
(Y.) 
 

Providing for the Magna Carta of Young 
Farmers 
 

HBs 2365 & 
3213 

Reps. 
Hernandez 
and Tan (S.T.) 
 

Strengthening the Filipino youth 
involvement in agriculture and 
entrepreneurship 
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agreed with the suggestion of Rep. De Venecia to 
just consolidate possible amendments to the bill 
which may be raised during the bill’s deliberation 
in the plenary. 
 

HBs 1096, 
1194 & 2643 

Reps. 
Villafuerte (L.), 
Garcia (D.), 
and Villarica 
 
 

Promoting the development of the 
bamboo industry by strengthening the 
Philippine Bamboo Industry Development 
Council, creating the Bamboo Industry 
Research and Development Center, 
providing incentives for bamboo 
plantation development, and 
appropriating funds therefor   
 

The Committee adopted a similar bill that was 
approved by the House on third reading during 
the 18th Congress as substitute to the four bills, 
and thereafter approved the same.  
 
BICOL SARO Party-List Rep. Nicolas Enciso VII., 
co-author of HB 1096, and Rep. Garcia, author of 
HB 1194, manifested that the explanatory notes 
attached to their bills be considered as their 
sponsorship speeches.  
 
Under the proposed measure, the Philippine 
Bamboo Industry Development Program aims to 
make the Philippine bamboo industry competitive 
in the local and global markets and provide 
opportunities for local employment and the 
establishment of bamboo-based community 
enterprises. 
 

HB 3250 Rep. Colada Promoting and strengthening the 
Philippine bamboo industry, prescribing 
its scientific propagation, processing, 
utilization, and business development as 
a priority program, and allocating funds 
therefor 
 
 

HBs 1195, 
1424, 2017, 
2031, 2335, 
2386 & 2746 

Reps. Garcia 
(D.), Estrella, 
Plaza, Yap 
(C.M.), 
Defensor, 
Enverga, and 
Delos Santos 
 
 
 
 

Establishing the Agriculture Information 
System (AIS) in all cities and 
municipalities  
 
 
 

The Committee adopted a similar bill that was 
approved by the House on third reading during 
the 18th Congress as substitute to the seven bills, 
and thereafter approved the same.  
 
Rep. Garcia, author of HB 1195, manifested that 
the explanatory note of his bill be considered as 
his sponsorship speech. Likewise, Rep. Joseph 
Stephen “Caraps” Paduano (ABANG LINGKOD, 
Party-List) manifested, on behalf of the authors of 
the other six bills, that the explanatory notes 
attached to these bills be considered as the 
authors’ sponsorship speeches. 
 
Under the proposed measure, the AIS shall serve 
as a dynamic online computer database 
containing information on the demand for specific 
agricultural and fisheries commodities and the 
production data from farmers in every barangay. 
The AIS shall merge and synchronize agricultural 
data from different sources into a cohesive 
database designed to facilitate linkages from the 
place of origin (farm) to local market and 
ultimately to the global market. It shall also be 
integrated with the existing systems of the 
Department of Agriculture.  
 

HB 2992 Rep. Tan (R.) 
 

Developing the tikog industry, creating for 
the purpose the Banig Subsidy Fund and 
the Tikog Research and Development 
Center, and declaring the Municipality of 
Basey in the Province of Samar as the 
Banig Capital of the Philippines  
 
 

The Committee adopted a similar bill that was 
approved by the House on third reading during 
the 18th Congress as substitute to HB 2992, and 
thereafter approved the same.  
 
On behalf of the author, Rep. Paduano 
manifested that the explanatory note attached to 
HB 2992 be considered as the author’s 
sponsorship speech.  
 
The growth and development of the tikog industry 
will result in the upliftment of the economic and 
social conditions of the people of the Province of 
Samar, and will preserve local culture, heritage 
and traditions. 
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Among the functions of the Tikog Research and 
Development Center are to undertake and 
conduct researches and technical studies on the 
development, production, management, and 
marketing of tikog and banig products; formulate 
a Tikog and Banig-weaving Development 
Roadmap; and develop innovations in tikog 
propagation and banig production and 
development, as well as provide for the transfer 
and improvement of appropriate technologies and 
techniques. [Tikog is a grass that is harvested, 
dried, and woven into mats (banig) and crafted 
into functional products like bags] 
 

Higher and 
Technical 
Education   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HBs 299 & 
1952 
 
 

Reps. 
Gasataya and 
Romualdez 
(Y.) 

Strengthening the mental health services 
of state universities and colleges and 
appropriating funds therefor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee, chaired by Baguio City Rep. 
Mark Go, approved the two bills, subject to 
consolidation and subject to style and 
amendment.  
 
Bacolod City Rep. Greg Gasataya, author of HB 
299, explained that his bill seeks to promote 
mental healthcare among college students 
through the provision of mental health programs 
and health personnel for state universities and 
colleges (SUCs). Rep. Gasataya informed the 
body that HB 299 is a refiled bill that was 
approved on third reading during the 18th 
Congress.  
 
Rep. Jude Acidre (Party-List, Tingog), co-author 
of HB 1952, underscored the need to protect the 
mental health of college students and academic 
personnel by according them proper and 
adequate mental health services to be provided 
for by state universities and colleges.  
 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Chair 
J. Prospero de Vera III admitted that providing 
mental health services to students and teachers 
of SUCs has been a challenge, citing the scarcity 
of professionals who are fit for the job and are 
willing to work in SUCs.  He explained that 
licensed mental health professionals seek jobs 
elsewhere due to the low salary being offered by 
SUCs.  
 
Nevertheless, the CHED Chair recognizes the 
need to strengthen the mental health services of 
the SUCs including the hiring of guidance 
counselors. To attract candidates for the position, 
De Vera recommended increasing the salary 
grade and creating permanent positions for 
guidance counselors. 
 
Rep. Stella Luz Quimbo (2nd District, Marikina 
City) proposed the inclusion in the bill of a 
provision that would allow, for the time being, the 
hiring of college graduates in the field of mental 
health to do counseling in schools to immediately 
address the current lack of licensed mental 
health professionals.   
 
In answer to the query on the qualification 
requirements for guidance counselors, Philippine 
Guidance and Counseling Association Vice 
President Francis Ray Subong said that a 
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licensed guidance counselor in the Philippines 
should be a graduate of a master’s degree 
program on Guidance and Counselling and 
should have passed the corresponding licensure 
examination. He added that the requirement is in 
accordance with the international standards on 
the practice of the profession.  
 
Joyce Ann Maglaque, a diplomate of the 
Specialty Board of Philippine Psychiatry, 
recommended that the mental health program be 
integrated in the college curriculum to help 
address the deficiency in guidance counselors.  
 
Expressing support for the bills, National Center 
for Medical Health Medical Specialist Rodney 
Boncajes suggested the establishment of a 
campus hotline to allow online consultations for 
students seeking mental health assistance. 
 

HB 976 Rep. Go (M.) Establishing the Philippine Entrepreneurs 
Academy, appropriating funds therefor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee approved HB 976 and the 
corresponding Committee Report subject to style 
and amendment.  
 
Rep. Go, author of HB 976, said that his bill 
seeks to capitalize on the potential of micro, 
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) for 
national productivity growth and job creation by 
empowering and introducing the youth to the 
MSME sector through the establishment of the 
Philippine Entrepreneurs Academy.  
 
While interposing no objection to the proposed 
law, De Vera averred that it must comply with the 
CHED standards should it operate as an SUC. 
He also recommended the consideration of other 
SUCs with similar course offering for consistency 
in the implementation of the program. Rep. Go 
agreed with the suggestions of the CHED chair.  
 
Expressing support for the measure were Director 
General Danilo Cruz of the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority (TESDA), 
Executive Director David Bungallon of the 
National Institute for Technical Education and 
Skills Development (NITESD), and OIC-Executive 
Director Nelly Dillera of the Philippine Trade 
Training Center, Department of Trade and 
Industry. 
 

HB 42 Rep. Daza  Converting the Balicuatro College of Arts 
and Trades in the Municipality of Allen, 
Province of Northern Samar, into the 
Northern Samar Polytechnic Institute, and 
appropriating funds therefor 
 

The Committee approved HBs 42, 767 and 963 
subject to style and amendment.  
 
The TESDA and NITESD officials interposed no 
objection to the three bills. Cruz added that the 
conversion of schools into polytechnic institutes 
would help improve their institutional 
performance and bring about new ideas, 
solutions and opportunities in line with rapid 
changes brought about by different technological, 
economic and ecological factors. 
 
Also expressing their support for the bills were 
Balicuatro College of Arts and Trades 
Administrator Imelda Go, Northern Samar 
Provincial Director Rolando Bade, Agusan del 

HB 767 Rep. Bascug Converting the Agusan del Sur School of 
Arts and Trades in the Municipality of 
Prosperidad, Province of Agusan del Sur, 
into a Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA)-
supervised and administered school to be 
known as the Agusan del Sur Polytechnic 
Institute for Technical Education, and 
appropriating funds therefor 
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HB 963 Rep. 
Rodriguez (R.)  

Converting the Cagayan de Oro (Bugo) 
School of Arts and Trades in the City of 
Cagayan de Oro, Province of Misamis 
Oriental, into a TESDA-supervised and 
administered school to be known as the 
Cagayan de Oro Polytechnic Institute, 
and appropriating funds therefor  
 

Sur School of Arts and Trades Acting Director 
Meriam Cultura, CARAGA Regional Operations 
Chief Liza Budtan, and Region X Regional 
Director Ashary Banto.  
 

HB 1456 Rep. 
Rodriguez (R.)  

Changing the name of the University of 
Science and Technology of Southern 
Philippines to the University of Science 
and Technology of the Philippines, 
amending for the purpose RA 10919 or 
the University of Science and Technology 
of Southern Philippines Act  
 

The Committee approved HB 1456 and the 
corresponding Committee Report subject to style 
and amendment.  
 
University of Science and Technology of 
Southern Philippines President Ambrosio Cultura 
expressed support for the measure. He 
highlighted the accomplishments of the 
University and its institutional qualifications as 
center for excellence and development in 
mathematics, agriculture and engineering.  
 
While interposing no objection to the bill, De Vera 
and CHED Commissioner Jo Mark Libre both 
explained that the proposed renaming of the 
University should have been referred first to its 
governing board which has jurisdiction over the 
matter.  
 
CHED Region X Regional Director Freddie 
Bernal expressed support for the passage of the 
bill.  
 

HB 2407 Rep. Barba  Renaming Mariano Marcos State 
University in the City of Batac, Ilocos 
Norte as Ferdinand E. Marcos State 
University, amending for the purpose PD 
1279 (or the law merging the Mariano 
Marcos Memorial College and Northern 
Luzon State College into a university, 
transferring the college level courses of 
Ilocos Norte Agricultural College and 
Ilocos Norte College of Arts and Trades 
into said university, providing a charter for 
the purpose) and appropriating funds 
therefor  
 

The Committee approved HB 2407 and the 
corresponding Committee Report subject to style 
and amendment.  
 
Expressing their support for the proposed law 
were De Vera, CHED Region I Regional Director 
Danilo Bose, and Mariano Marcos State 
University President Shirley Agrupis.  
 
Kabataan Party-List Rep. Raoul Danniel Manuel 
expressed his objection to the proposed law, 
alluding to alleged human rights violations 
committed during the term of the late President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos. 
 

HB 2589 Rep. Adiong  Extending the term of office of the 
president of the Adiong Memorial State 
College from three years to four years in 
accordance with RA 8292, otherwise 
known as the Higher Education 
Modernization Act of 1997, amending for 
this purpose RA 8651, as amended, and 
appropriating funds therefor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee approved HB 2589 and the 
corresponding Committee Report subject to style 
and amendment. 
 
Rep. Zia Alonto Adiong (1st District, Lanao del 
Sur), author of HB 2589, explained that his bill 
seeks to change the term of office of the college 
president from three years to four years to 
harmonize the charter of the Adiong Memorial 
State College pursuant to RA 8651, as amended, 
with the provisions of RA 8292.  
 
RA 8292 provides that the president of a 
university or college shall have a term of four 
years and shall be eligible for reappointment for 
another term.  
 
Rep. Adiong said that HB 2589 is a refiled bill. 
He cited Section 48, Rule X of the House Rules 
which states that “In case of bills or resolutions 
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that are identified as priority measures of the 
House, which were previously filed in the 
immediately preceding Congress and have been 
approved on 3rd reading, the same may be 
disposed of as matters already reported upon the 
approval of majority of the Members of the 
committee present, there being a quorum.” 
 
De Vera expressed his support for the extension 
of the term of office of the college president 
consistent with the provision of the existing law. 
However, he clarified that the incumbent 
president can only be reappointed once after her 
current term. 
 
A representative of Hanya Adiong, OIC-President 
of the Adiong Memorial State College, Sherifa 
Ainee Kadil, explained that the extension of the 
term of office of the college president would allow 
for the continuous implementation of the 
academic and administrative policies under her 
term.  
 

HR 3 Rep. 
Tambunting  

Congratulating Brother Armin Luistro for 
being elected as the 28th Superior 
General of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools  
 

The Committee adopted House Resolution No. 3 
subject to style and amendment. Likewise, the 
corresponding Committee Report was approved. 

Local 
Government 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HBs 38, 180, 
311, 314, 
390, 694, 
758, 925, 
1034, 1053, 
1327, 1373, 
1628, 1670, 
1735, 1882, 
2003, 2053, 
2079, 2725, 
2868, 3002, 
3212 & 3279 

Rep. Velasco, 
Deputy 
Speaker 
Gonzales, 
Reps. Yap 
(Eric), 
Bordado, Tan 
(K.), Bascug, 
Romulo, 
Matugas, 
Puno, 
Corvera, 
Haresco, 
Dujali, Co (A.), 
Cuaresma, 
Collantes, 
Ortega, 
Bautista, 
Umali, Revilla 
(R.), Marquez, 
Tan (S.T.), 
and Teodoro 
 

Declaring special nonworking holidays in 
certain parts of the country to 
commemorate special events 
 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Rex Gatchalian 
(1st District, Valenzuela City), approved the 25 
bills.  
 
Rep. Gatchalian noted that 18 of the 25 bills are 
similar to bills that were already approved by the 
House on third reading during the 18th Congress. 
These are House Bills 38, 180, 311, 314, 464, 
694, 925, 1034, 1327, 1373, 1670 1735, 1882, 
2053, 2079, 2725, 2868 and 3212. 
 
The National Historical Commission of the 
Philippines (NHCP) expressed its support for the 
bills. 

HB 464 Rep. Palma Declaring February 24 of every year a 
special working holiday in the Province of 
Zamboanga Sibugay in commemoration 
of its founding anniversary to be known 
as 'Araw ng Sibugay'  
 

HB 108 Rep. Loyola Converting the Municipality of Carmona 
in the Province of Cavite into a 
component City to be known as the City 
of Carmona 
 
 

The Committee approved HB 108. 
 
Rep. Roy Loyola (5th District, Cavite), author of 
HB 108, informed the body that the Municipality 
of Carmona is one of the fast growing and 
developing municipalities in the Province of 
Cavite. He added that Carmona is compliant with 
the requirements for the conversion of a 
municipality into a component city as prescribed 
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under Republic Act 11683, the law amending the 
Local Government Code, as amended. 
 
Under the law, “a municipality or a cluster of 
barangays with a locally generated average 
annual income, as certified by the Department of 
Finance, of at least Four hundred million pesos 
(P400,000,000.00) for the last two (2) 
consecutive years based on 2012 constant 
prices may also be converted into a component 
city if it has either a population of not less than 
one hundred thousand (100,000) inhabitants, as 
certified by the PSA, or a contiguous territory of 
at least one hundred (100) square kilometers, as 
certified by the Land Management Bureau: 
Provided, That three (3) years after the effectivity 
of this Act and every three (3) years thereafter, 
the threshold amount of Four hundred million 
pesos (P400,000,000.00) shall be increased by 
five percent (5%).” 
 
According to Rep. Loyola, the Municipality of 
Carmona had an annual income of P499.91 
million for fiscal year 2020-2021, as certified by 
the Department of Finance, and a population of 
106,256 as per May 1, 2020 national census.  
 
As stated in the explanatory note of the bill, the 
proposed conversion will enhance Carmona’s 
posture and capability of enticing more business 
and industries in the locality, increase its pace of 
development, and consequently improve the 
lives of the residents therein.  
 

HBs 555, 
623, 625, 
739, 1119, 
1412, 2426, 
2685, 2853, 
2869, 3074 
& 3085 

Reps. Del 
Mar, Zamora 
(M.), Chan, 
Tallado, Tan 
(K.),  
Rodriguez 
(R.), De 
Venecia,  
Gonzaga, 
Revilla (R.), 
Cagas, and 
Acharon 
 

Declaring special nonworking holidays in 
certain parts of the country to 
commemorate special events 
 
 
 

The Committee deferred its deliberation on the 
13 bills to give the authors the opportunity to 
discuss the merits of their bills in another 
meeting and allow the NHCP to further study the 
proposals.  
 
Rep. Gatchalian requested the NHCP to submit 
its official position paper on the bills relevant to 
its functions within seven days.  
 
Employers Confederation of the Philippines 
(ECOP) Legal Services Manager Robert 
Maronilla asked the Committee to take into 
consideration the situation of micro and small 
businesses in declaring local holidays as this 
policy adversely affects their productivity and 
increases the cost of doing business. 
 

HB 2006 Rep. 
Rodriguez (E.) 

Declaring the 4th week of May every year 
as special holidays in the Province of 
Catanduanes to celebrate the Abaca 
Festival  
 

Suffrage and 
Electoral 
Reforms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HB 41 Rep. Daza Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) 
elections to December 1, 2023, amending 
for the purpose RA 9164 or the law 
providing for synchronized barangay and 
SK elections, as amended by RA 9340 
(Resetting the barangay and SK 
elections), RA 10632 (Postponing the SK 
elections on October 28, 2013), RA 
10656 (Postponing the SK elections to 
the last Monday of October 2016), RA 
10923 (Postponing the October 2016 
barangay and SK elections, prescribing 
additional rules governing the conduct of 

The Committee, chaired by Mountain Province 
Rep. Maximo Dalog Jr., approved the 38 House 
Bills postponing the December 5, 2022 
synchronized barangay and SK elections. The 
Secretariat was directed to prepare a substitute 
bill. 
 
Senior Deputy Speaker Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
(2nd District, Pampanga), author of HB 480, said 
she will abide by decision of the majority of the 
Members on the date the barangay and SK 
elections will be rescheduled. She cited previous 
acts of Congress of postponing the elections as it 
deemed fit and necessary.  
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barangay and SK elections), RA 10952 
(Postponing the October 2017 barangay 
and SK elections), and RA 11462 
(Postponing the May 2020 barangay and 
SK elections) 
 

Other authors of the bills also delivered their 
sponsorship remarks. 
 
Rep. Juliet Marie de Leon Ferrer (4th District, 
Negros Occidental), author of HB 121, 
manifested that the explanatory note of her bill be 
considered as her sponsorship speech. She also 
said that she is amenable to the holding of the 
elections on whatever date that the Committee 
decides. 
 
Author of HB 133, Rep. Rachel Marguerite Del 
Mar (1st District, Cebu City) pointed out that 
proceeding with the barangay and SK elections 
this December will require additional expenses 
particularly on the part of the Commission on 
Elections (COMELEC), given the required 
measures to counter the effects of the pandemic 
and the recent conduct of the 2022 national and 
local elections.  The postponement of the 
barangay and SK elections to December 4, 2023 
will also allow the government to concentrate on 
implementing economic programs that are 
beneficial to the Filipino people. 
 
Rep. Ramon Jolo Revilla III (1st District, Cavite), 
author of HB 515, stated that the estimated cost 
of P8.44 billion for the holding of the said 
elections this year may best be used for urgent 
matters relating to agriculture and food security, 
climate change adaptation, utilization of 
renewable resources, job creation, strengthening 
of tourism, and improving the health care and 
education system. 
 
Meanwhile, ACT-CIS Party-List Rep. Jeffrey 
Soriano, co-author of HB 504, said that the 
postponement of the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections will extend the officials’ 
respective terms for another year and enable 
them to accomplish their tasks. This will also 
allow the barangays to fully implement all ongoing 
programs and projects in the community, 
especially those relating to the drive against the 
COVID-19 virus. He stressed the important role of 
the barangay as “the backbone and the first line 
of defense of local governance.” 
 
Reps. Richard Gomez, DPA (4th District, Leyte), 
Marvin Rillo (4th District, Quezon City), and 
Christopherson Yap (2nd District, Southern Leyte), 
respective authors of HBs 937, 1110 and 2235, 
echoed the importance of continuity of leadership 
particularly in implementing COVID-19 response 
policies. They believe that extending the term of 
the incumbent barangay and SK officials would 
make them more effective frontliner-partners in 
the delivery of basic government services.  
 
Likewise, Rep. Faustino “Inno” Dy, V. (6th District, 
Isabela), author of HB 1138, said that all newly 
elected barangay and SK officials will have to 
undergo training programs, both on governance 
and on COVID -19 protocols, which are paid from 
their respective barangay funds. Thus, he averred 
that postponing the elections would not only save 

HB 121 Rep. Ferrer 
(J.) 

Amending certain sections of RA 11462 
(by postponing the December 5, 2022 
barangay and SK elections to the first 
Monday of May 2023 and every three 
years thereafter) 
 

HB 133 Rep. Del Mar Amending certain sections of RA 11462 
(by postponing the December 5, 2022 
barangay and SK elections to December 
4, 2023 and every three years thereafter) 
 

HB 333 Rep. Romero Postponing the December 5, 2022 
barangay and SK elections to the first 
Monday of May 2024 and every five 
years thereafter, amending for the 
purpose RA 9164, as amended by RA 
9340, RA 10632, RA 10656, RA 10923, 
RA 10952, and RA 11462 
 

HBs 398, 
432, 480, 
515, 937, 
1110, 1138, 
1254, 1696, 
1840, 1932, 
2071, 2235, 
2576 2932, 
3310, 3324, 
3426 & 3427 

Reps. 
Tambunting, 
Pimentel, 
Deputy 
Speaker 
Macapagal-
Arroyo, Reps. 
Revilla (R.), 
Gomez, Rillo, 
Dy (F.A.), 
Ouano-Dizon, 
Olivarez, Salo, 
Go (M.), 
Cojuangco 
(J.), Yap 
(C.M.), Robes, 
Lara, 
Tallado, 
Khonghun, 
Dimaporo (S.), 
and Dimaporo 
(M.) 
 

Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections, amending for the 
purpose RA 9164, as amended by RA 
9340, RA 10632, RA 10656, RA 10923, 
RA 10952, and RA 11462 
 
 

HB 504 Rep. Yap 
(Edvic) 

Postponing the May 2023 barangay and 
SK elections, amending for the purpose 
RA 9164, as amended by RA 9340, RA 
10632, RA 10656, RA 10923, RA 10952, 
and RA 11462 
 

HB 949 Rep. Vargas Postponing the May 2020 barangay and 
SK elections, amending for the purpose 
RA 9164, as amended by RA 9340, RA 
10632, RA 10656, RA 10923, RA 10952, 
and RA 11462 
 

HB 995 Rep. 
Villafuerte (L.) 

Postponing the May 2020 barangay and 
SK elections to October 2022, amending 
for this purpose RA 9164, as amended by 
RA 10952, RA 10632, RA 10656, RA 
10923, RA 10952, and RA 11462 
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HB 1035 Rep. Matugas Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections, fixing a new term of 
office for barangay and SK officials 
 

the national government more than P8 billion, but 
billions worth of barangay funds throughout the 
country. 
 
Other Members namely, Reps. Cheeno Miguel 
Almario (2nd District, Davao Oriental), Ron Salo 
(Party-List, KABAYAN), Mark Go (Baguio City), 
and Ma. Theresa Collantes (3rd District, 
Batangas), respective authors of HBs 1367, 
1840, 1932, and 2494, agreed that government 
funds for the conduct of the barangay and SK 
elections should be allotted to other priority 
programs that would help the health sector and 
boost the economy given the still ongoing 
pandemic. They also mentioned that the 
postponement will provide the concerned 
agencies, mainly the COMELEC, ample time to 
prepare for and ensure a safe, secure, and 
orderly conduct of the next barangay and SK 
elections.  
 
For his part, Deputy Speaker Aurelio “Dong” 
Gonzales, Jr. (3rd District, Pampanga), author of 
HB 2984, discussed that apart from the 
postponement of the elections, his bill also 
proposes to increase the term of office of 
barangay and SK officials from the current three 
years per term with maximum three consecutive 
terms, to five years per term with a maximum of 
only two consecutive terms. 
 
As for the other bills, Committee Vice Chair Rep. 
Elpidio Barzaga Jr. (4th District, Cavite) moved to 
adopt the explanatory notes of the bills as the 
sponsorship remarks of the authors. The motion 
was approved by the Committee.  
 
When asked for his position on the 
postponement, COMELEC Chairman George 
Erwin Garcia recognizes that postponing the 
elections is within the power of Congress and 
that COMELEC will abide by its decision on the 
matter. However, he discouraged postponing the 
elections to 2024 because by then, COMELEC 
will already be preparing for the 2025 scheduled 
elections. He also informed the body that 
COMELEC is already preparing for the 
scheduled barangay and SK elections this 
coming December 5. He added that out of the 
P8.45 billion budget for this electoral exercise, 
COMELEC has already spent the amount of 
P800,000 thus far. In the coming weeks, he said 
the Commission is scheduled to procure 
materials for the elections which is why he urged 
Congress to decide as soon as possible so the 
COMELEC will be properly guided on its next 
course of action to undertake.  
 
In reply to the query of Rep. Franz Pumaren (3rd 

District, Quezon City), Garcia said that 
COMELEC may need an additional budget of P5 
billion if the elections will be postponed to next 
year, considering that there will be additional 
voter registrants and therefore there will be higher 
expenses for the production of ballots, 
procurement of equipment, and payment of 

HB 1367 Rep. Almario Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections to October 9, 2023, 
amending for the purpose RA 9164, as 
amended by RA 9340, RA 10632, RA 
10656, RA 10923, RA 10952, and RA 
11462 
 

HB 1961 Rep. Marañon Amending certain sections of RA 11462 
(by postponing the December 5, 2022 
barangay and SK elections to the First 
Monday of October 2024 and every three 
years thereafter) 
 

HB 2057 Rep. Ortega Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections to May 6, 2024, 
amending for the purpose RA 9164, as 
amended by RA 9340, RA 10923, RA 
10952, and RA 11462 
 

HB 2185 Deputy 
Speaker Recto 

Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections, and appropriating the 
savings therefrom for priority programs of 
the Department of Agriculture to ensure 
food security and sufficiency 
 

HB 2240 Rep. Asistio Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections to the First Monday of 
March 2024, amending RA 9164 
 

HB 2476 Rep. Noel Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections, amending RA 11462, 
as amended 
 

HB 2494 Rep. Collantes Postponing the December 5, 2022 
barangay and SK elections to October 2, 
2023, amending for the purpose RA 
9164, as amended by RA 9340, RA 
10632, RA 10656, RA 10923, RA 10952, 
and RA 11462 
 

HB 2984 Deputy 
Speaker 
Gonzales  

Fixing the term of office of barangay and 
SK elected officials to five years, and as a 
result, postponing the December 2022 
barangay and SK elections, amending for 
the purpose RA 9164, as amended by RA 
9340, RA 10632, RA 10656, RA 10923, 
RA 10952, and RA 11462 
 

HB 2985 Rep. Pleyto Providing for the postponement and 
resetting of the barangay and SK 
elections 
 

HB 2986 Rep. 
Dayanghirang 

Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections to October 9, 2023, 
amending for the purpose RA 9164, as 
amended by RA 9340, RA 10632, RA 
10656, RA 10923, RA 10952, and RA 
11462 
 

HB 3384 Rep. Hataman Postponing the December 2022 barangay 
and SK elections to the second Monday 
of May 2024, amending for the purpose 
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honoraria to poll workers. Likewise, Garcia 
mentioned that the additional budget will cover 
the proposed increase in the honoraria of 
teachers who serve as poll workers. 
 
Commenting on the P8.45 billion budget of 
COMELEC for the barangay and SK elections 
supposed to be held this year, Rep. Ma. Victoria 
Co-Pilar (6th District, Quezon City) remarked that 
this budget can no longer be considered as 
savings or spent for other matters such as pump-
priming the economy since the said amount is 
already allotted for the elections. 
 
On the part of Rep. France Castro (Party-List, 
ACT-TEACHERS), she expressed her objections 
to the postponement of the elections, which she 
pointed out had already been postponed several 
times and is tantamount to “depriving the people 
of the right to vote.”  
 
Expressing their support to the bills were the Liga 
ng mga Barangay sa Pilipinas, League of 
Municipalities of the Philippines, and the National 
Youth Commission. 
 
On the other hand, the Parish Pastoral Council 
for Responsible Voting, National Citizens’ 
Movement for Free Elections, and the Legal 
Network for Truthful Elections appealed that the 
barangay and SK elections proceed as 
scheduled.  
 
With a vote of 13 in favor and 2 against, the 
Committee approved the postponement of the 
barangay and SK elections to the first Monday of 
December 2023 and every three years 
thereafter.  
 
The Committee also agreed that the assumption 
to office of elected officials will commence on 
January 1 next following the elections. Likewise, 
the Committee agreed to include a provision in 
the bill stating that incumbent barangay and SK 
officials shall remain in office until the scheduled 
barangay and SK elections.  
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