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MEASURES 

SUBJECT MATTER ACTION TAKEN/DISCUSSION 
NO. 

PRINCIPAL 
AUTHOR 

Special 
Committee 
on Persons 
with 
Disabilities 
(Technical 
Working 
Group) 
 

HBs 1736, 
2017 & 
3503 
 

Reps. 
Villafuerte, 
Vargas, and 
Silverio  

Mandating the provision of exclusive 
parking space for persons with 
disabilities (PWDs) and penalizing the 
unauthorized use thereof, amending for 
the purpose Batas Pambansa (BP) Blg. 
344, or the Accessibility Law   

The technical working group (TWG), presided by 
Committee Secretary Gil Estella, will deliberate further 
on the 14 bills in its next meeting.  
 
At the outset, Estella apprised the body that House Bill 
5896 will be used as the reference bill in harmonizing 
the provisions of the proposed measures considering 
that it was already approved in principle by the mother 
Committee last December 20, 2020. 
 
Rep. France Castro (Party-List, ACT-TEACHERS) 
asked what the TWG will do with the provisions in the 
other bills that may not be incorporated in HB 5896. 
 

Estella said that such provisions may be made part of a 
separate substitute bill if necessary. Nevertheless, the 
TWG will still determine which provisions in the other 
bills may be incorporated in HB 5896 as the TWG 
discusses each section of HB 5896. 
 

HB 5896 seeks to update the Accessibility Law (BP 
344) and the existing policy framework to promote and 
uphold the rights of PWDs, the elderly, and other 
persons with special needs concerning mobility.  
 

In today’s meeting, the TWG discussed Sections 1 to 9 
of HB 5896. The resource persons from the National 
Council on Disability Affairs, United Architects of the 
Philippines, Angat PWD United, and Mayor Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte National Executive Committee PWD Sector 
gave their comments and recommendations to further 
improve the proposed law.   
 

Among the suggestions made during the meeting were 
the following: 

 To determine whether the proposed law will 
repeal or only amend BP 344;  

 To adopt the definition of “universal design” 
under the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities; 

 To include a provision in the proposed law 
allowing senior citizens and pregnant women 
to also use certain facilities intended for 
PWDs, like parking areas and comfort rooms; 
and 

 To clarify whether or not there is a need to 
include in the proposed law specific minimum 
dimensions for furniture and fixtures intended 
for or accessible to PWDs. 

 

The resource persons were requested to submit their 
additional recommendations for the TWG’s 
consideration. 
 

HBs 2224, 
4757, 
5272 & 
7896 

Reps. 
Arroyo, 
Nieto, Sy-
Alvarado, 
and 
Tambunting 
 

Instituting PWD-friendly transportation 
program in cities and urban centers of 
the country, and appropriating funds 
therefor  
 

HB 3489 Rep. Vargas 
 

Providing for accessibility to built 
environment, transportation, information 
and communications technology, and 
other facilities and services open or 
provided to the public for PWDs  
 

HB 4596 Rep. Fariñas 
(Ria 
Christina) 
 

Further promoting the mobility of PWD by 
mandating certain accessibility facilities 
and services, amending for the purpose 
RA 7277, otherwise known as the Magna 
Carta for Disabled Persons, as amended  
 

HBs 4636, 
4920 & 
5036 

Deputy 
Speaker 
Marcoleta, 
Reps. 
Castelo and 
Nieto 
 

Mandating a specially-designated lane or 
office space located at the ground floor of 
every government or private edifice for 
PWDs and senior citizens to transact 
their official businesses  

HB 5129 Rep. Reyes Mandating the free provision of 
wheelchairs in all public accommodations 
and services for the use of PWDs, senior 
citizens, pregnant women, and other 
individuals who may need them 
 

HB 5896 Rep. Chatto Mandating universal design principles, 
standards, specifications, and policies for 
the creation of barrier-free built 
environments, transportation, and 
tourism facilities to enhance the dignity, 
independence, mobility, safety, and 
convenience of PWDs, senior citizens, 
women and children, and other sectors 
with special needs for their full inclusion, 
participation, non-discrimination, 
providing for funding, incentives and 
penalties thereof, and repealing BP 344  
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