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Substitute 
Bill to HB 
5884 

Rep. Abueg-
Zaldivar 

Authorizing the Community Environment 
and Natural Resources Office of the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), having jurisdiction 
over the parcel of land subject of the 
application, to issue tree-cutting permits to 
landowners for the cutting, gathering and 
utilization of naturally grown trees in 
private and/or titled lands subject to the 
guidelines of the DENR 
 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Elpidio Barzaga 
Jr. (4th District, Cavite), approved the Substitute 
Bill to House Bill 5884. 
 
Rep. Cyrille “Beng” Abueg-Zaldivar (2nd District, 
Palawan), author of HB 5884, said a penalty 
provision was already incorporated in the 
substitute bill as recommended in the previous 
meeting.  

Substitute 
Bill to HB 
8299 

Rep. Ramirez-
Sato 

Institutionalizing the Tamaraw 
Conservation Program, creating its 
administrative and implementation 
mechanism, providing funds therefor 
 

The Committee approved the Substitute Bill to 
HB 8299. 
 
According to the Chair, the Office of Rep. 
Josephine Ramirez-Sato (Occidental Mindoro), 
author of HB 8299, and the Biodiversity 
Management Bureau (BMB) of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
have already reconciled their differing views on 
some of the provisions of the substitute bill. 
 

HB 8282 Rep. Deloso-
Montalla 

Excluding certain portions of the Naval 
Station San Miguel in the Municipalities of 
San Narciso and San Antonio, Province of 
Zambales from the operation of 
Proclamation No. 938 (Retaining for the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines a portion 
of Naval Station San Miguel in the 
Municipalities of San Narciso and San 
Antonio, Province of Zambales) and 
declaring the excluded portions open to 
disposition to qualified occupants, without 
public auction, under the provisions of RA 
730, as amended, (Permitting the sale 
without public auction of public lands of 
the Republic of the Philippines for 
residential purposes to qualified applicants 
under certain conditions)  

The Committee will deliberate further on HB 8282 
subject to the submission by the DENR Region 3 
of the corrected technical description to the 
National Mapping and Resource Information 
Authority (NAMRIA). 
 

Rep. Cheryl Deloso-Montalla (2nd District, 
Zambales), author of HB 8282, said the purpose 
of her bill is to exclude a certain portion of the 
Naval Station San Miguel (a former US military 
base) from the coverage of Presidential 
Proclamation No. 938 and declare the excluded 
portion open to disposition to qualified occupants. 
Under this Presidential Proclamation, a portion of 
the Naval Station San Miguel was retained for 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines for military 
purposes. This portion has been allotted to the 
Philippine Navy (PN) which currently houses the 
Naval Education Training Command (NETC). 
 

According to the author, hundreds of families 
reside within the vicinity of the NETC where they 
have tilled the area for more than 50 years. She 
said land issues started to crop up when the PN, 
through the commander of the NETC, issued 
notices ordering the residents to dismantle their 
houses. Thus, she said the local governments of 
San Narciso and San Antonio, Zambales sought 
the apportionment of the land in favor of the 
residents to ensure the long-term development of 
the existing community.  
 

NAMRIA Land Classification Division Chief Beata 
Batadlan informed the body that there is an error 
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in the technical description of the area proposed 
for exclusion under the bill, thus the DENR 
Region 3 was asked to submit the correct 
technical description. 
 
Forest Management Bureau (FMB) statistician 
Lemuelle Celis said the FMB has the same 
observation as NAMRIA.  
 
DENR Region 3 representative Rolando Pineda 
committed to conduct the necessary verification 
of the subject area proposed for exclusion and 
come up with the correct technical description. 
 

HB 8765 Rep. Chatto  Reclassifying certain parcels of land 
located in the Islands of Cabilao and 
Sandingan in the Municipality of Loon, 
Province of Bohol, into alienable and 
disposable lands 
 

The Committee will deliberate further on HB 8765 
pending the submission by the DENR Region 7 
of the technical description of the parcels of land 
mentioned in the bill that will be reclassified or 
renamed as “protected landscapes or 
seascapes” instead of reclassifying the same into 
alienable and disposable lands. 
 
Rep. Edgar Chatto (1st District, Bohol), author of 
HB 8765, informed the body that the subject 
area, a portion of which is proposed to be 
reclassified into alienable and disposable lands 
under his bill, is covered by the National 
Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act 
of 1992. However, he said not the entire area 
consists of mangroves that need to be protected. 
Thus, he said the purpose of his bill is to study 
and determine which portion of the subject area 
under NIPAS can be declared as alienable and 
disposable land in order to be used for tourism, 
business, and economic developments for the 
benefit of the Islands of Cabilao and Sandingan 
and their communities. 
 
DENR Region 7 OIC-Assistant Director for 
Technical Services Charlie Fabre recommended 
to just reclassify the subject area as “protected 
landscape and seascape” to allow other activities 
in the area, instead of reclassifying it into 
alienable and disposable land which will 
completely remove it from the coverage of the 
NIPAS Act.  
 
Both the NAMRIA and FMB agreed with the 
suggestion of Fabre so that the subject area will 
continue to be covered by the NIPAS Act and 
therefore still protected.  
 
Under the NIPAS Act, “protected 
landscapes/seascapes are areas of national 
significance which are characterized by the 
harmonious interaction of man and land while 
providing opportunities for public enjoyment 
through the recreation and tourism within the 
normal lifestyle and economic activity of these 
areas.” 
 
Rep. Chatto said he is amenable to the 
suggestion of Fabre. 
 
The DENR Region 7 was requested to come up 
with the technical description for the parcels of 
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land that will be reclassified as “protected 
landscapes or seascapes.” 
 

HB 8813 
 
 

Rep. Abueg-
Zaldivar 

Reclassifying a certain parcel of land of 
public domain located in Barangay 
Imulnod, Municipality of Brooke’s Point, 
Province of Palawan, from forest land to 
alienable or disposable land  

The Committee will deliberate further on HB 8813 
pending the submission of the required 
documents from the DENR. 
 
DENR Region 4B Assistant Director for Technical 
Services Vicente Tuddao Jr. said the bill is no 
longer necessary as the area being proposed to 
be reclassified into alienable and disposable land 
was already classified as such by virtue of Land 
Classification (LC) Map No. 884. 
 
The Chair and Rep. Abueg-Zaldivar, author of 
HB 8813, asked Tuddao to submit a certification 
that the subject area is now classified as 
alienable and disposable land.  
 
Tuddao said his office will submit the certification 
by tomorrow including the LC Map 884.  
 

HB 8768 Rep. Chatto Declaring parcels of land of the public 
domain located in the Island of Pamilacan, 
Municipality of Baclayon, Province of 
Bohol an agricultural land open to 
disposition for agricultural, residential, 
commercial, industrial, and other 
productive purposes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Committee will deliberate further on HB 8768 
pending the submission by the DENR Region 7 
of the technical description of the parcels of land 
that will be declared an agricultural land. 
 
Rep. Chatto, author of HB 8768, informed the 
body that the forestlands in the Island of 
Pamilacan remain to be classified as such, yet 
land titles were found to have been issued 
covering certain portions of the forestlands 
sometime in the 1960s after a cadastral survey 
was made on the Island. Thus, he said his bill 
seeks to protect residents who have already 
been issued with land titles by the DENR or the 
Department of Agrarian Reform, and to declare 
only the untitled lands as agricultural land open 
to disposition for agricultural, residential, 
commercial, industrial, and other productive 
purposes. He emphasized that the disposition of 
untitled portions of land would allow residents to 
own the land they have been occupying for so 
long and the economic development of the area. 
 
Fabre said it will take DENR Region 7 about two 
to three months to validate the titled lands and 
determine the untitled portion which shall be the 
basis for the technical description of the area to 
be declared as an agricultural land. 
 

HB 9222 Rep. Dy (F.) 
 

Declaring unclassified forestlands located 
in Barangay Aringay, Municipality of San 
Guillermo, Province of Isabela as alienable 
and disposable lands for agricultural, 
residential and other commercial purposes 
 

The Committee will deliberate further on HB 9222 
subject to the submission by DENR Region 2 of 
the corrected technical description to NAMRIA. 
 
Rep. Faustino “Inno” Dy V (6th District, Isabela), 
author of HB 9222, said that the unclassified 
forestland in Barangay Aringay has long been 
devoted to agriculture and thus its reclassification 
into alienable and disposable land will give the 
people of Barangay Aringay the opportunity to 
own the land they occupy for years and legitimize 
their stay in the area.  
 
According to Batadlan, some forestlands in 
Barangay Aringay have already been classified 
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as alienable and disposable land based on the 
data of NAMRIA. Thus, she requested the DENR 
Region 2 to submit the correct technical 
description, removing the portions that have 
already been classified as alienable and 
disposable land.  
 
DENR Region 2 Assistant Director for Technical 
Services Marcos Dacanay said his office will 
conduct the necessary validation in order to 
come up with the correct technical description.  
 

HBs 9219, 
9220 & 
9221  

Rep. Dy (F.) 
 

Declaring unclassified forestlands located 
in Barangays San Francisco Sur, Burgos, 
and Rizal, in the Municipality of San 
Guillermo, Province of Isabela as alienable 
and disposable lands for agricultural, 
residential, and other commercial 
purposes  
 
 

The Committee will schedule another meeting on 
the three bills to allow the author to discuss with 
concerned local government units (LGUs) the 
issues raised by the resource persons during the 
meeting.  
 
Rep. Dy, author of HBs 9219, 9220 and 9221, 
said the intent of the three bills is to declare the 
unclassified forestlands in Barangays San 
Francisco Sur, Burgos, and Rizal in the 
Municipality of San Guillermo into alienable and 
disposable lands to give the residents of these 
barangays the chance to own the land and use 
the same for purposes needed by their 
communities. 
 
The FMB disclosed that the areas covered by the 
three bills are highly susceptible to landslides, 
thus the FMB does not recommend their 
reclassification into alienable and disposable 
lands.   
 
Rep. Dy said he will discuss the matter with the 
concerned LGUs. 
 

HB 9881 Rep. Alvarez 
(F.) 

Delimiting the extent of alienable and 
disposable lands vis-a-vis forest lands and 
national parks in Barangay Port Barton, 
Municipality of San Vicente in the Province 
of Palawan by classifying parcels of public 
forests as agricultural lands under the 
1987 Constitution 
 

The Committee agreed to create a technical 
working group (TWG) to study further HB 9881.  
 
Rep. Franz “Chicoy” Alvarez (1st District, 
Palawan), author of HB 9881, manifested that the 
explanatory note attached to his bill be 
considered as his sponsorship speech. He also 
underscored the need to ensure the participation 
of the concerned LGUs in the TWG meetings.   
 
The objective of the bill is to identify the areas 
that need to be protected for the sake of the 
environment, and which areas can be used for 
productive purposes to ensure the development 
of the communities in Barangay Port Barton.  
 
The DENR Region 4B expressed support for the 
bill. 
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