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HR 399 Rep. Elago Urging the House of Representatives to 
support climate advocates' key points in the 
struggle to save the environment: (1) 
climate justice, (2) urgency of climate 
action, (3) system change, (4) defend 
environmental defenders, and (5) youth-led 
collective action 
 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Edgar Chatto (1st 
District, Bohol), adopted House Resolutions 399 
and 418, subject to amendments and consolidation. 
 
Rep. Chatto, who is also the author of HR 418, 
informed the body that he and the co-authors of this 
resolution are all calling for a whole-of-government 
approach towards enhancing the nation’s climate 
and disaster resilience and to pursue climate justice 
in accordance with the Paris Agreement 
(international treaty on climate change). He 
underscored the urgency of climate action as the 
country is already suffering from devastating 
typhoons which are affecting the economic 
recovery of the country amid the pandemic.  
 
Rep. Chatto also mentioned the subject of the 
privilege speech he delivered in the plenary last 
January 17 pertaining to the huge damage caused 
by Typhoon Odette in the province of Bohol and 
other areas in Visayas and Mindanao. He stated 
that Typhoon Odette was the strongest typhoon 
that has ever hit Bohol. He echoed the call for 
developed countries to deliver promptly on their 
financing commitment under the Paris Agreement, 
to help address the loss and damage associated 
with climate change being experienced by 
developing countries. He also said that the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warns 
of more devastating typhoons in the years to come.  
 
Rep. Sarah Jane Elago (Party-List, KABATAAN), 
author of HR 399, presented the five key points 
being pushed by climate advocates to solve the 
climate crisis: 1) demand climate justice from 
governments and corporations of major economies 
for being the major contributors of environmental 
degradation; 2) act now and implement lasting 
action through collaborative efforts to prevent 
massive and irreversible destruction of the planet; 
3) call for a system change from a profit-oriented 
system to a system that prioritizes the rights and 
welfare of the people; 4) defend environmental 
defenders from various threats and attacks; and 5) 
create an alliance to unite the broadest sector of 
the youth that will mobilize and sound the alarm for 
climate action. 
 
Expressing their support for HRs 399 and 418 were 
resource persons from the government sector such 
as the Department of Energy, Department of Trade 
and Industry, and the Department of Science and 
Technology -  Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services Administration; and 
from non-government organizations, including 

HR 418 Rep. Chatto Expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives for climate justice, for 
strengthened implementation of climate 
change and environmental sustainability 
laws in the country, and for developed 
countries to deliver on their commitments 
 

Privilege 
Speech  

Rep. Chatto On the devastation wrought by Typhoon 
Odette in the Province of Bohol and other 
areas in Visayas and Mindanao; and on the 
need for urgent climate action to prevent 
similar disasters in the future and climate 
justice to make carbon emitters 
accountable to countries most vulnerable to 
climate change 
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Continuation… 
Climate Change 
 

Greenpeace Philippines, Institute for Climate and 
Sustainable Cities, Youth Advocates for Climate 
Action Philippines, and I Am HampasLupa 
Ecological Agriculture Movement, Inc. 
 
The Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center 
(LRC) gave a briefing on “loss and damage” (L&D) 
in the context of climate change. LRC Legislative 
Advocacy Coordinator Maya Quirino explained that 
the L&D concept is embodied in Article 8 of the 
Paris Agreement and is firmly installed as a 
thematic pillar under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). She 
discussed that L&D is often broadly defined as “any 
and all losses incurred as a result of the impacts of 
anthropogenic climate change that are unavoidable 
or comprise residual impacts that cannot be 
prevented by the adoption of mitigation or 
adaptation measures by the states.” 
 
According to Quirino, small island developing 
countries and least developed countries are already 
experiencing L&D associated with the adverse 
effects of climate change, including “extreme 
weather events” such as floods, hurricanes, and 
tropical cyclones and “slow onset events” like rising 
sea level and rising temperatures.  
 
Quirino also discussed Article 9.8 of the Paris 
Agreement which provides a legal basis to tackle 
finance for loss and damage under the Financial 
Mechanism of the UNFCCC and its operating 
entities. She also reported that during the 26th 
Session of the Conference of the Parties (COP26) 
held in Glasgow, Scotland last November 14, 2021, 
both the European Union and the United States 
officials have signalled support for funding and 
technical assistance to countries facing loss and 
damage.  
 
The COP26 is an annual event that brings 
negotiators from almost every country in the world 
to decide what actions need to be taken under 
international law to protect climate system and 
keep humanity, ecosystems, and wildlife safe.  
 
Moreover, Quirino informed the body that LRC, in 
partnership with Greenpeace Philippines, is drafting 
a proposed legislation that will operationalize the 
concept of L&D in the country. She said this would 
pave the way for the conduct of climate change 
litigations that would compel violators to reduce 
their emissions and would make corporations more 
responsible and accountable in implementing their 
respective climate policies. She said the proposal 
will be submitted to the Committee once it is 
finalized. 
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