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COMMITTEE MEETINGS ON HOUSE MEASURES 

COMMITTEE 

MEASURES 

SUBJECT MATTER ACTION TAKEN/DISCUSSION 
NO. 

PRINCIPAL 
AUTHOR 

Banks and 
Financial 
Intermediaries 

Consolidated 
Bill on HBs 
2435, 7765 & 
7878 

Reps.  
Canama,  
Tambunting, 
and Deputy 
Speaker 
Garcia 

Providing for the registration, regulation, 
and operation of cooperative banks  
 

The Committee, chaired by Quirino Rep. Junie 
Cua approved the Consolidated Bill to HBs 
2435, 7765, and 7878, subject to style. 
 
The Secretariat was directed to prepare the 
corresponding Committee Report. 
 

Substitute Bill 
to HB 6899 

Rep.  Tiangco 
 
 

Regulating the scope of loan 
moratorium on credit facilities granted to 
local government units 

The Committee deferred the approval of the 
Substitute Bill to HB 6899. 
 
Rep. Cua said that the Land Bank of the 
Philippines (LBP) and Development Bank of 
the Philippines (DBP) expressed reservations 
on the bill in their respective position papers 
that were submitted to the Committee. Hence, 
he suggested that a dialogue with the LBP and 
DBP be conducted first before acting on the 
proposed law.  
 
Navotas Rep. John Reynald Tiangco, author of 
HB 6899, acceded to the suggestion of Rep. 
Cua. 
 

Basic Education 
and Culture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HR 712 Rep. Robes Expressing the full support of the House 
of Representatives to the bid of the City 
of San Jose Del Monte in Bulacan to 
become a "UNESCO Creative City" and 
be included in the UNESCO Creative 
Cities Network (UCCN) to give honor 
and pride to the country 
 

The Committee, chaired by Pasig City Rep. 
Roman Romulo, adopted HR 712 and 
approved the corresponding Committee 
Report. 
 
 

HR 1435 Deputy 
Speaker 
Legarda 

Directing the National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts (NCCA) and other 
relevant government agencies to ensure 
the conservation and preservation of the 
Antique Rice Terraces of the Iraynon-
Bukidnon as an important cultural 
heritage for the sake of current and 
future generations 
 

The Committee adopted HR 1435 and 
approved the corresponding Committee 
Report. 
 
 
 

HBs 6891, 
7949 & 8125 

Deputy 
Speaker 
Legarda, Reps. 
Villafuerte and 
Tambunting 

Strengthening the conservation and 
protection of our national cultural 
heritage through an enhanced cultural 
policy, heritage education, and cultural 
mapping program, amending for the 
purpose RA 10066, otherwise known as 
the National Cultural Heritage Act of 
2009 
 

The Committee agreed to consolidate HBs 
6891, 7949 and 8125 with HB 7622, which was 
previously referred to a technical working 
group (TWG) for further study.  

HBs 7563 & 
7756 

Rep. De 
Venecia and 
Deputy 
Speaker 
Rodriguez 

Creating the Music Development 
Council of the Philippines, defining its 
powers and functions, appropriating 
funds therefor and providing penalties 
for violation of certain acts 
 

The Committee agreed to create a TWG to 
consolidate and reconcile the provisions of the 
bills. 
 
Rep. Christopher de Venecia (4th District, 
Pangasinan), author of HB 7563, was 

CCoommmmiitttteeee  DDaaiillyy  BBuulllleettiinn  
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HB 2042 Rep. Vargas Providing for the revitalization and 
advancement of original Filipino music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

designated as head of the TWG. 
 
Rep. Romulo inquired on the status of 
implementation of Executive Order No. 255, 
dated July 25, 1987, which requires that “all 
radio stations shall broadcast a minimum of 
four original Pilipino musical compositions in 
every clockhour of a program with a musical 
format.”  
 
Filipino Society of Composers, Authors and 
Producers (FILSCAP) President Nonoy Tan 
said that the EO has actually never been 
enforced in spite of the sanctions provided in 
this issuance. 
 
FILSCAP legal counsel Numeriano Rodriguez 
Jr. explained that the National 
Telecommunications Commission (NTC) does 
not have the power to enforce the EO in view 
of a court decision in “Divinagracia Case” 
which stated that the NTC is powerless to 
cancel franchises of erring radio stations for 
violation of EO 255. There is also no 
mechanism in place for its enforcement, 
Rodriguez added. 
 
Rep. Romulo manifested that while the bills 
are being deliberated upon by the Committee, 
it would be prudent to pursue the enforcement 
of EO 255 for the benefit of the local creative 
industry. 
 
Deputy Speaker Rufus Rodriguez (2nd District, 
Cagayan de Oro City) said that while Congress 
has the power to grant and cancel franchises, 
the NTC is empowered to regulate and control 
the operations of radio stations. Under EO 
255, the NTC has the power to suspend or 
cancel the Certificate of Registration and 
Authority to Operate of any radio station in the 
event of repeated violations of the EO or its 
implementing rules and regulations. 
 
No representative from the NTC attended the 
meeting despite the Committee’s invitation. It 
will be invited again in the next meeting of the 
Committee to clarify the issues raised. 
 

HB 4372 Deputy 
Speaker 
Santos-Recto 

Ensuring access to secondary 
education by converting all public 
elementary schools into integrated 
schools offering complete basic 
education 
 
 

The Committee suspended its consideration of 
HB 4372 to allow the author to explain the 
merits of the bill in another meeting.  
 
Rep. Rosanna "Ria" Vergara (3rd District, 
Nueva Ecija) asked if it is necessary to pass a 
new law on the matter considering that the 
Department of Education (DepEd) is already 
mandated to establish secondary schools in 
areas where there is none.  
 
Rep. Romulo explained that before any school 
conversion can be done, the permission of 
DepEd is required, especially in the acquisition 
and use of land for the construction of public 
schools.  
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Under HB 4372, the DepEd shall be 
responsible for developing a school integration 
plan to complete the conversion of public 
schools into integrated schools. Likewise, the 
Department, together with concerned national 
and local government agencies, shall give 
priority to the acquisition of lands for the public 
elementary schools. 
 
DepEd Bureau of Learning Delivery’s Chief 
Education Supervisor Lito Palomar expressed 
support for HB 4372. He promised to submit to 
the Committee the DepEd’s written position 
paper on the bill and a copy of the criteria for 
the integration of elementary and secondary 
schools. 
 

Government 
Enterprises and 
Privatization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HB 8317 Speaker 
Velasco 

Granting the President of the 
Philippines the power to suspend the 
scheduled increases in Social Security 
System (SSS) contribution rates, 
amending for the purpose RA 11199, 
otherwise known as the Social Security 
Act of 2018 
 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Eric Olivarez 
(1st District, Parañaque City), directed the 
Secretariat to prepare the substitute bill to the 
seven bills and the corresponding Committee 
Report.  The body agreed that HB 8317 will be 
the reference bill in drafting the substitute bill.  
 
HB 8317 seeks to grant the President the 
power to suspend the scheduled increases in 
the SSS contribution rates in times of national 
emergencies, amending for the purpose RA 
11199. 
 
Based on RA 11199, the Social Security 
Commission (SSC), which directs and controls 
the SSS, has the power to increase the 
contribution rate by 1% every other year 
starting in 2019. The SSS has announced that 
it will increase the contribution rate from 12% 
last year to 13% starting January 2021.  
 
Baguio City Rep. Mark Go, author of HB 8313, 
said that the temporary suspension of the 
increase in the SSS contribution is timely 
considering the ongoing pandemic. He said 
this will provide relief to the workers and 
employers who were adversely affected by the 
pandemic and who are still in the recovery 
phase. 
 

SSS President and Chief Executive Officer 
Aurora Cruz Ignacio explained that deferring 
or suspending the scheduled increase in 
contribution will have an impact on the 
benefits of pensioners, members, and their 
beneficiaries. She added that this will result in 
a projected loss of P41.36 billion, further 
increasing the unfunded liability (the gap 
between the amounts received in benefits and 
the amount of contributions) which is already 
running in trillions of pesos. 
 

Moreover, Ignacio emphasized that the 
purpose of increasing the contribution rate is 
to enable the SSS to grant more benefits and 
loans for the greater good of the SSS 
membership.  
 

Former Congressman and Bayan Muna Chair 
Neri Colmenares countered that the SSS has 

HB 8304 Deputy 
Speaker 
Villanueva 

Mandating the suspension of the 
scheduled increase in social security 
contribution rate, amending for the 
purpose Section 4 of RA 11199 
 

HB 8310 Rep. Zarate Removing the automatic increase of 
contributions of the SSS, amending for 
the purpose Section 4 A.9 of RA 11199 
 

HB 8313 Rep.Go (M.) Mandating a two-year deferment in the 
implementation of the increase in 
contribution rates of members of the 
SSS, amending for the purpose RA 
11199 
 

HBs 8315 & 
8422 

Reps. 
Abellanosa and 
Olivarez 

Suspending the increase in SSS 
contribution rates for 2021, amending 
for the purpose Section 4 of RA 11199, 
repealing for the purpose RA 1161, as 
amended by RA 8282, otherwise known 
as the SSS Act of 1997 
 

HB 8386 Rep. Mendoza Mandating the suspension of the 
scheduled increase in social security 
contribution rate, amending for the 
purpose Section 4 of RA 11199 
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enough funds to support its members and 
pensioners even if the scheduled increase will 
be suspended for 2021. He said that based on 
a Commission on Audit (COA) Report, the 
SSS has increased its assets from P476 
billion in 2016 to P602 billion in 2020. 
Currently, the reserve fund of the SSS 
amounts to P578 billion. 
 
Colmenares proposed that the SSS should tap 
the unremitted collection from delinquent 
employers amounting to P186.2 billion to 
cushion the proposed suspension of the 
increase and to improve its collection system.  
 
In response, SSS Senior Vice President and 
Chief Actuary Edgar Cruz said that the P578 
billion reserve fund of the SSS will be depleted 
in three years if the schedule of contribution 
increase will not be followed. 
 

Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HB 8316, in 
consolidation 
with HB 8300 

Speaker 
Velasco and 
Rep. Quimbo 

Granting the President of the 
Philippines the power to suspend the 
scheduled increases in the Philippine 
Health Insurance Corporation 
(PhilHealth) premium rates, amending 
for the purpose RA 11223, otherwise 
known as the Universal Health Care 
(UHC) Act 
 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Angelina 
"Helen" Tan, M.D. (4th District, Quezon), 
approved HB 8316 in consolidation with HB 
8300, subject to style and amendment. 
 
At the outset, Rep. Tan said that Section 10 of 
RA 11223 provides that by 2021 the PhilHealth 
premium rate will be increased from 3% to 
3.5%. However, when news on the increase 
came out, a lot of complaints among the 
people surfaced prompting President Rodrigo 
Duterte to order the PhilHealth to defer the 
increase in the contribution rates this year. 
This is to lessen the burden on Filipinos who 
have yet to recover from the adverse economic 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  
Rep. Tan stated that in spite of the noble 
intention of the UHC Law, which guarantees 
equitable access to quality and affordable 
healthcare goods and services to all Filipinos, 
the scheduled increase in premium rates is 
seen as an undue burden given the current 
economic crisis brought about by the 
pandemic. Moreover, she added, the premium 
increase did not sit well with the public 
considering the low credibility of PhilHealth 
due to alleged corruption and irregularities in 
the agency. 
 
Rep. Tan mentioned that the Committee as 
well as the Office of the Speaker agree that the 
most primordial concern of providing economic 
relief and alleviating economic adversities 
should be addressed in the most expeditious 
manner without compromising the intent of the 
UHC Law.  
 
Committee Vice Chair, Rep. Jose Enrique 
"Joet" Garcia III (2nd District, Bataan), presided 
over the meeting after the opening remarks of 
Rep. Tan. 
 
Deputy Speaker Wes Gatchalian (1st District, 
Valenzuela City) sponsored HB 8316 in behalf 
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of the author, Speaker Lord Allan Jay Velasco 
(Marinduque). The Deputy Speaker said that 
suspending the scheduled premium increase 
will provide the Filipinos some relief from the 
adverse effects of the pandemic and will 
assure them that the government is sensitive 
to their plight.   
 
Rep. Stella Luz Quimbo (2nd District, Marikina 
City), author of HB 8300, said that with the 
current pandemic, the government is expected 
to provide assistance to its citizens, hence the 
increase in PhilHealth contribution is uncalled 
for. She also pointed out that the PhilHealth’s 
existing reserve fund is sufficient to cushion 
the effects of a temporary suspension of 
premium increase. 
 
The stakeholders present expressed their 
support for the proposed law. 
 

HB 8312 & 
HB 8421 

Rep. 
Abellanosa and 
Rep. Olivarez 

Suspending the increase in PhilHealth 
contribution rates amending for the 
purpose Section 10 of RA 11223, 
prescribing reforms in the health care 
system, and appropriating funds 
therefor 
 

The Committee agreed to create a technical 
working group (TWG) to deliberate further on 
the three bills.  
 
The Secretariat was directed to include in the 
discussions of the TWG other related bills 
amending Section 10 of the UHC Law. 
 
  

HB 8314 Rep. Go (M.) Mandating a two-year deferment of the 
implementation of PhilHealth’s increase 
in the premium contributions of direct 
contributors to the National Health 
Insurance Program, amending for the 
purpose RA 11223 
 

Higher and 
Technical 
Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HR 1380 Rep. Nograles 
(J.F.F.) 

Urging the House Committee on Higher 
and Technical Education to advocate 
the training of more Filipino scientists 
and experts abroad through annual 
appropriations for this purpose  
 

The Committee, chaired by Baguio City Rep. 
Mark Go, adopted HR 1380 subject to style 
and amendment. 
 
Expressing their support to the resolution were 
the Commission on Higher Education (CHED), 
Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA), Philippine Association of 
State Universities and Colleges (PASUC), and 
the Association of Local Colleges and 
Universities Commission on Accreditation 
(ALCUCOA).  
 
Dr. Buenaventura Macatangay, CHED’s chief 
of Programs Development Division, Office of 
Programs and Standards Development, said 
that providing government support for the 
training of Filipino scientists and experts 
abroad is a good investment as this will 
expand the country’s technically skilled 
workforce and increase the transfer of 
knowledge, skills and technology into the 
country from known international institutions. 
 

HB 8198 Deputy 
Speaker 
Garcia 

Converting the Balamban Extension 
Campus of the Cebu Technological 
University (CTU) in the Municipality of 
Balamban, Province of Cebu, into a 
regular campus and appropriating funds 
therefor  
 

The Committee approved HB 8198 subject to 
style and amendment.  
 
Deputy Speaker Pablo John Garcia (3rd 
District, Cebu), author of HB 8198, said that 
the conversion of CTU Balamban Extension 
Campus into a regular campus will expand its 
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 capacity to provide quality tertiary education 
and increase the production of competent 
graduates not only in the Municipality of 
Balamban but also in the neighboring towns 
and cities. 
 
Expressing their support to the bill were the 
CTU and PASUC.  
 
CHED also expressed its support to the bill, 
provided that a feasibility study will be 
submitted and the other requirements on the 
conversion of a school will be complied with 
by the CTU.  
 

HB 8247 Rep. Tejada Establishing a medical school in the 
University of Southern Mindanao (USM) 
in the Municipality of Kabacan, Province 
of Cotabato to be known as the 
University of Southern Mindanao–
College of Medicine and appropriating 
funds therefor  

The Committee approved HB 8247 subject to 
style and amendment. 
 
Rep. Jose "Pingping" Tejada (3rd District, 
North Cotabato), author of HB 8247, said that 
his bill seeks to provide access to quality 
medical education and training through the 
establishment of a College of Medicine in 
USM in Kabacan, Cotabato.  
 
Expressing their support to the bill were the 
CHED, PASUC, ALCUCOA, and USM. 
 

HB 3702 Rep. Castelo Granting cash reward to recipients of 
academic excellence awards or Latin 
honors in college  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee will continue its deliberation 
on HB 3702 in its next meeting. 
 
HB 3702 seeks to grant cash reward to 
recipients of academic excellence awards or 
Latin honors on the occasion of their 
commencement exercises amounting to 
P30,000 for Summa Cum Laude, P20,000 for 
Magna Cum Laude and P10,000 for Cum 
Laude. The amount required for the purpose 
shall be charged against the current year’s 
appropriation of CHED. Thereafter, such sums 
as may be necessary for the continuous 
implementation of the proposed law shall be 
included in the annual General Appropriations 
Act.  
 
CHED Office of Student Development and 
Services OIC-Director Mary Sylvette 
Gunigundo raised concern about the financial 
capability of CHED to implement the proposed 
law. She explained that there are thousands of 
recipients of academic excellence awards or 
Latin honors and the budget required to 
provide cash reward for every summa cum 
laude alone in more than 2,000 higher 
education institutions (HEIs) will already reach 
P16 million per semester.  
 
Gunigundo suggested to lower the proposed 
amount to be given to the awardees or limit 
the number of recipients only to those enrolled 
in CHED’s priority courses, such as Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. 
 
PASUC President Tirso Ronquillo 
recommended that the funding for the grant of 
cash incentives may be taken from the budget 
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for maintenance and operating expenses of 
state universities and colleges and local 
universities and colleges. In the case of 
private HEIs, the granting of cash incentives 
can be voluntary subject to the availability of 
funds or the funds may be sourced from 
private donors like the alumni association or 
private institutions in the locality. 
 

HB 7446 Rep. Vargas Providing more scholarships for the 
continuity of college education of 
students whose head of families are 
directly and indirectly affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, expanding the 
coverage of RA 10867, otherwise 
known as the Unified Student Financial 
Assistance System for Tertiary 
Education (UniFAST) Law, 
appropriating funds therefor  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee agreed to create a technical 
working group (TWG) to thresh out the issues 
and concerns relative to the bill and to 
incorporate the recommendations of the 
different stakeholders.    
 
Rep. Alfredo Vargas III (5th District, Quezon 
City), author of HB 7446, said that his bill 
seeks to expand the coverage of RA 10867 by 
providing college assistance to the new sector 
of society made vulnerable by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The objective is to provide 
enrollment and schooling assistance to college 
students who are children of overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs) and other workers who were 
laid off due to the economic slowdown brought 
about by the pandemic. The bill also aims to 
boost the enrollment of private HEIs to keep 
them from closing down.  
 
Expressing their support to the bill were the 
UniFAST, TESDA, PASUC, ALCUCOA, 
National Youth Commission (NYC), and the 
Private Education Assistance Committee 
(PEAC). 
 
Department of Budget and Management’s 
(DBM) Supervising Budget and Management 
Specialist Bernardita Chua suggested to 
include the funding source in the appropriation 
provision of the bill. 
 
ALCUCOA President Raymundo Arcega 
recommended that a mechanism should be in 
place to avoid duplication in the distribution of 
subsidies. He also said that the target 
beneficiaries should be college students 
whose parents were adversely affected by the 
pandemic. 
 
The resource persons also gave the following 
recommendations during the meeting: 

 Expand the coverage of the bill to 
include students enrolled in one-
year to three-year short-term 
diploma courses in technical-
vocational institutes and those not 
covered by the tertiary education 
subsidy under RA 10931; 

 Determine whether the subsidy or 
financial assistance will be given on 
a one-time basis only during the 
pandemic or every semester of the 
entire academic year as a regular 
program of the UniFAST; and 

 Give priority to students who are 
already in their third or fourth year of 
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schooling if the financial assistance 
will be on a semester basis so that 
these students will be able to 
graduate on time.  

 
Rep. Vargas said that he is amenable to the 
suggestions to further improve his bill. 
 

Information and 
Communications 
Technology  

HBs 7509 & 
8085                                                                                                                                                

Rep. Pineda 
and Deputy 
Speaker 
Revilla 

Mandating and institutionalizing roll-over 
data allocation scheme, providing 
penalties for violation thereof 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Victor Yap 
(2nd District, Tarlac), agreed to create a 
technical working group (TWG) to deliberate 
and study the bills further. 
 
The TWG will be chaired by Deputy Speaker 
Strike Revilla (2nd District, Cavite) and co-
chaired by Rep. Francisco "Kiko" Benitez (3rd 

District, Negros Occidental). 
 
Deputy Speaker Revilla, author of HB 8085, 
said that the COVID-19 pandemic has led to 
people’s reliance on online transactions and 
dependence on reliable internet connectivity. 
Thus, the bill seeks to institutionalize a 
comprehensive “roll-over data allocation 
scheme” to be adopted by all internet service 
providers (ISPs), where all unused data from 
internet data packages or promos will not 
expire but will be carried over to succeeding 
months until the end of the year. Likewise, at 
the end of the year, the remaining unused 
data allocations will be converted into rebates.   
 
Expressing support for the proposed law were 
representatives from the Department of 
Information and Communications Technology, 
National Telecommunications Commission 
(NTC), and the Department of Trade and 
Industry.  
 
On the other hand, representatives from the 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company 
(PLDT), Smart Communications, Inc., Globe 
Telecom, and Philippine Cable TV Association 
(PCTA) expressed reservations on the 
proposed law. They maintained that the 
proposed roll-over data allocation scheme 
may affect the pricing structure in the industry 
and may entail higher costs, making it 
unaffordable to the consumers. They 
proposed that promos offered by the ISPs be 
excluded from the coverage of the proposed 
law.  
 

Engr. Pierre Tito Galla, co-founder of 
Democracy.Net.PH, believes that data promos 
should be covered under the roll-over data 
allocation scheme. He also suggested the 
exclusion of data capping from the proposed 
law.  
 

Under the bills, “data capping” refers to the 
limit of bandwidth allocation an ISP is offering 
to its subscriber per day, week, or month. 
 

The stakeholders present were requested to 
submit their respective position papers on the 
bills. 
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HBs 1736, 
2017 & 3503 

Reps. 
Villafuerte, 
Vargas, and 
Silverio 
 

Mandating the provision of exclusive 
parking space for persons with 
disabilities (PWDs) and penalizing the 
unauthorized use thereof, amending for 
the purpose Batas Pambansa Blg. 344, 
or the Accessibility Law 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Ma. Lourdes 
Arroyo (5th District, Negros Occidental), 
approved the consolidation of the three bills. 
 
Rep. Lorna Silverio (3rd District, Bulacan), 
author of HB 3503, said her bill seeks to give 
guaranteed parking spaces to PWDs or 
handicapped persons in public places, set the 
guidelines on who can utilize such exclusive 
areas, and penalize those who obstruct their 
accessibility routes.  
 
SM Supermalls Senior Vice President Bien 
Mateo expressed his support to the bills. He 
said that SM has been working closely with 
various PWD groups in order to be updated on 
the special needs of the PWDs. 
 

HB 3489 Rep. Vargas Providing for accessibility to built 
environment, transportation, information 
and communications technology, and 
other facilities and services open or 
provided to the public for PWDs 
 

The Committee approved the consolidation of 
the six bills. 
 
Rep. Allan Benedict Reyes (3rd District, 
Quezon City), author of HB 5129, said his bill 
seeks to mandate all public accommodations 
and services to place at least two wheelchairs 
in readily accessible areas of their 
establishments for the free use of PWDs, 
senior citizens (SCs), pregnant women, and 
other individuals who may need them.  
 
Expressing their support to the bills were the 
Department of Transportation (DOTr), 
Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH), Department of Health (DOH), and 
National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC).  
 

The United Architects of the Philippines (UAP) 
suggested that the number of wheelchairs 
should be in proportion to the total floor area of 
a building/establishment. 

HB 4596 Rep. Fariñas 
(R.C.) 

Further promoting the mobility of PWD 
by mandating certain accessibility 
facilities and services, amending for the 
purpose RA 7277, otherwise known as 
the Magna Carta for Disabled Persons, 
as amended 
 

HBs 4636, 
4920 & 5036 

Deputy 
Speaker 
Marcoleta, 
Reps. Castelo, 
and Nieto 

Mandating a specially-designated lane 
or office space located at the ground 
floor of every government or private 
edifice for PWDs and senior citizens to 
transact their official businesses 
 

HB 5129 Rep. Reyes 
 

Mandating the free provision of 
wheelchairs in all public 
accommodations and services for the 
use of PWDs, senior citizens, pregnant 
women, and other individuals who may 
need them  
 

HBs 2224, 
4757, 5272 & 
7896 

Reps. Arroyo 
(M.L.), Nieto, 
Sy-Alvarado, 
and 
Tambunting 

Instituting PWD-friendly transportation 
program in cities and urban centers of 
the country, and appropriating funds 
therefor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee agreed to create a TWG to 
consolidate the four bills.  
 

Committee Vice Chair Rep. Edgar Chatto (1st 
District, Bohol) sat as the presiding officer to 
give way to the Chair to sponsor her bill.  
 

Rep. Arroyo, author of HB 2224, said that her 
bill seeks to level up the country’s 
transportation system so that it can cater to the 
special needs of the PWDs and ensure their 
safety, protection and convenience in 
commuting to their intended destinations.  
 

The bill requires all public utility vehicle (PUV) 
operators and owners to upgrade and make 
their PUVs accessible to all PWDs by 
providing passenger boarding ramps or lifts, 
spaces for wheelchair, and other safety 
accessories including seatbelts, clamps, and 
grab bars. 
 

The following government agencies expressed 
their support to the bills: DOTr, DPWH, NAPC, 
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Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD), Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA), National 
Council on Disability Affairs (NCDA), and 
Persons with Disability Affairs Office (PDAO). 
 

Public 
Information 

Substitute Bill 
to HBs 75, 
898, 1519 & 
2342 and HR 
1079 
 

Reps. Barbers, 
Mariño, Garbin, 
Deputy 
Speaker 
Escudero, and 
Rep. Alfonso 
 

Providing free airtime for public service 
announcements  

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Joseph 
"Jojo" Lara (3rd District, Cagayan), approved 
the Substitute Bill and the corresponding 
Committee Report. 

Substitute Bill 
to HBs 1553 
& 1922 
 

Reps. Garbin 
and Sy-
Alvarado 

Declaring 30th of August of every year 
as National Press Freedom Day  

The Committee approved the Substitute Bill 
and the corresponding Committee Report. 

HB 1999 Rep. De 
Venecia 

Amending RA 8370, otherwise known 
as the Childrenꞌs Television Act of 1997 
(by reviewing and amending the 
composition of the Advisory Committee 
of the National Council for Children's 
Television)  
 

The Committee approved HB 1999 subject to 
style. 

HR 628 Deputy 
Speaker 
Abante 

Commending the producers, writers, 
directors, actors/actresses of the movie 
“Quezon's Game” for garnering several 
awards or recognition at the Cinema 
World Fest Awards, the Indiefest Film 
Awards, Accolade Global Film 
Competition, Maryland International 
Film Festival, Worldfest-Houston 
International Film and Video Festival, 
Ramgate International and TV Festival, 
Near Nazareth Festival (NNF), and 
Cinema Worldfest Annual Gala  
 

The Committee adopted HR 628. 
 
Deputy Speaker Bienvenido Abante Jr. (6th 
District, Manila), author of HR 628, showed a 
trailer of the movie Quezon’s Game to the 
body.  

HBs 2015 & 
4910 

Reps. Vargas 
and Nieto 

Promoting the Philippine film industry 
through an annual film quota and other 
support measures  
 

The Committee deferred its consideration of 
HBs 2015, 4910 and 4255 to allow the authors 
to present the merits of their bills in another 
meeting.  
 
 

HB 4255 Rep. 
Fernandez 

Revitalizing the Philippine movie 
industry through increased screening 
time in movie theaters and other 
institutional measures, providing funds 
therefor  
 

 
 

TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP MEETING ON HOUSE MEASURES 

COMMITTEE 

MEASURES 

SUBJECT MATTER ACTION TAKEN/ DISCUSSION 
NO. 

PRINCIPAL 
AUTHOR 

Special 
Committee on 
Creative 
Industry and 
Performing 
Arts  
(Technical 
Working Group) 
 
 
 
 

Substitute 
Bill to HBs 
4692, 6476 
& 8101 

Reps. Yap (V.), 
Cojuangco, and 
De Venecia 
 

Providing for the promotion and 
development of the Philippine creative 
industries and providing funds therefor  
 
 

The technical working group (TWG), chaired 
by Rep. Lianda Bolilia (4th District, Batangas), 
terminated its deliberation on the substitute 
bill. The substitute bill will be presented to the 
mother Committee for consideration and 
approval in its next meeting.  
 
In today’s meeting, the TWG discussed 
thoroughly all the sections of the substitute bill 
and adopted the recommendations of the 
resource persons on the appropriate language 
of some of the provisions of the proposed law.  
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The TWG also requested the resource 
persons to submit their position papers on the 
contentious provisions of the proposed law 
which will be discussed with the authors in the 
meeting of the mother Committee. 

 
 

AGENCY BRIEFING 

COMMITTEE SUBJECT MATTER DISCUSSIONS 

Metro Manila 
Development  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Briefing by the following agencies on their 
respective plans and programs for Metro Manila: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 National Capital Region Police Office 
(NCRPO)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee, chaired by Rep. Manuel Luis Lopez (1st District, 
Manila), listened to the briefing by the NCRPO and DPWH-NCR on 
their respective accomplishments and plans and programs for Metro 
Manila.  
 
Rep. Lopez stated that meeting newly appointed agency leaders in 
NCR has been the Committee’s tradition, in order to forge an ideal 
working relationship between them and the Metro Manila district 
representatives in the name of public service. He appreciated the 
presence of the PNP and DPWH NCR directors in the meeting.  
 
The NCRPO Chief, Police Brigadier General Vicente Danao Jr., 
reported that crime incidence in Metro Manila decreased by 14.60%, 
or from 7,233 to 6,177, during the past four and a half months from 
September 2, 2020 to January 19, 2021. He was comparing the crime 
rate during the immediate period before and after his appointment as 
NCRPO Chief in November 2020. 
 
Danao said that since his assumption to office, the NCRPO has 
seized illegal drugs valued at P685 million in different cities of the 
Metro, arresting or taking into custody nearly 3,000 persons of 
interest. He also reported that the NCRPO apprehended the sole 
distributor or supplier of the video karera machines in the country who 
has been illegally operating for over 30 years. 
 
Danao also informed the Committee about the NCRPO’s social 
contribution and involvement in this time of pandemic, such as 
ensuring that the people are observing the minimum health standards 
on social distancing and wearing of masks in public places. 
 
In its efforts to clean the system, Danao said that the NCRPO took 
disciplinary actions against erring police officers and men which led to 
the dismissal from the service of some of them. On career 
advancement, Danao said that the NCRPO has conducted 26 
regional training courses participated in by 1,205 members with a total 
training cost of P20.21 million.  
 
Moving forward, Danao said that the NCRPO will continue to focus on 
crime prevention by maximizing police visibility all over the metropolis. 
This will be done by police patrolling not only during weekdays but 
also during weekends in strategic areas. Likewise, he said that 
NCRPO’s activities are compliant with Executive Order No. 70 series 
of 2018, which institutionalizes the whole-of-nation approach in 
attaining inclusive and sustainable peace, creates the National Task 
Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict, and directs the 
adoption of a National Peace Framework. 
 
On the query of Deputy Speaker Bienvenido Abante Jr. (6th District, 
Manila), Danao said that 30% of the drug problem in Metro Manila 
has already been addressed. He added that NCRPO’s anti-illegal 
drugs operations were stalled because of the pandemic but are now 
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 Department of Public Works and 
Highways - National Capital Region 
(DPWH-NCR) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

being reorganized. Nevertheless, despite the limitations brought about 
by the pandemic, the NCRPO was still able to seize illegal drugs and 
arrest the culprits in the past two months.  
 
Rep. Lopez said that there are reports that “ninja cops” or policemen 
involved in illegal activities still infiltrate the police force.  
 
NCRPO Regional Operations Division Chief, PCol. Luis Maria 
Pascual, assured the Committee that the agency will punish police 
officers proven to be involved in illegal activities. 
 
Upon the request of Danao, the Committee agreed to draft a bill or 
resolution that promotes the NCRPO’s call for a unified ordinance 
banning fire crackers in Metro Manila.   
 
Several House Members commended the accomplishments of the 
newly appointed NCRPO chief and expressed support to his 
leadership.  
 
DPWH Regional Director Eric Ayapana presented the FY 2020 
infrastructure program including the projects whose funds are “for 
later release” (FLR) per engineering district as well as the funded 
projects for FY 2021. According to Ayapana, the projects for FY 2021 
have a total allocation of P51.35 billion, with Metro Manila 1st District 
Engineering Office having the biggest allocation of P14.78 billion for 
187 projects.  
 
Rep. Lopez commented that the FLR system is new and has delayed 
several infrastructure projects, to the detriment of the welfare of Metro 
Manila constituents. 
 
Rep. John Reynald Tiangco said that he thought that the FLR policy 
was only for the 2020 budget but apparently, the DPWH-NCR budget 
for Metro Manila will again be released at a later date, delaying further 
the implementation of important projects.  
 
Rep. Edward Vera Perez Maceda (4th District, Manila) asked the 
DPWH-NCR to explain what situation may be expected in view of 
these FLR funds.  
 
Ayapana said that the FLR policy emanated from the central office 
and the DPWH-NCR is awaiting information regarding FLRs for 2021. 
He assured the Members that he will secure more details and will 
relay them to the Committee as soon as possible.  
 
Rep.  Anthony Peter "Onyx" Crisologo (1st District, Quezon City) said 
that the FLR policy can partly be blamed for causing the deterioration 
of the structural integrity of infrastructures being built. He explained 
that a project cannot be left unfinished and exposed to the elements 
for some time without sustaining damage to the structure. He 
requested the DPWH-NCR to require its district engineers to 
coordinate with district representatives to avoid more problems with 
project implementation.  
 
Ayapana requested the Members to submit their individual project 
proposals for FY 2022 noting that the budget call will soon start. The 
DPWH will study the feasibility and viability of the proposed projects, 
he added.  
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