
Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Quezon City, Metro Manila

NINETEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

House Resolution No. _____

Introduced by KABATAAN PARTY-LIST Representative Raoul Danniel A. Manuel,
ACT TEACHERS PARTY-LIST Representative France L. Castro,

 and GABRIELA WOMEN’S PARTY Representative Arlene D. Brosas

RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO
SUPPORT EFFORTS TO CONSERVE THE MASUNGI GEORESERVE

WHEREAS, the Masungi Georeserve is a conservation area and a rustic rock
garden tucked in the rainforests of the province of Rizal;

WHEREAS, its name is derived from the word "masungki" which translates to
"spiked" to describe the sprawling limestone landscape found within the georeserve;

WHEREAS, the fragile karst limestone formations in Masungi Georeserve house
flourishing ecosystems, some members of which are endemic species to the
georeserve;

WHEREAS, Masungi Georeserve is key in providing water supply to lower levels of
the Rizal and Marikina areas, as it is part of the Upper Marikina Watershed and has
several underground water channels flowing to Rizal and Marikina;

WHEREAS, initiatives to conserve the area are led and funded by Blue Star
Construction and Development Corporation and the Masungi Georeserve
Foundation, Inc. (MGFI), and such conservation efforts are undertaken alongside
members of local communities in Baras, Rizal;

WHEREAS, Ann Dumaliang, MGFI co-founder, said the area is included in
conservation efforts under the Masungi Geopark Project between MGFI and the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) through a valid and
binding memorandum of agreement signed by then Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez in 2017;

WHEREAS, in 2019, MGFI received an international recognition at the annual United
Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Awards for its sustainable tourism
practices;

WHEREAS, the Masungi Georeserve is a symbol of sustainable development and is
at the forefront of efforts to conserve, restore, and improve the environment in the
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face of climate change, thereby underscoring the need for the government and
private sector to protect such efforts at all costs;

WHEREAS, Masungi has faced many instances of encroachment by agents of
quarriers, who have disturbed reforestation efforts and threatened the lives and
safety of the conservationists;

WHEREAS, Last July 2021, two Masungi park rangers were shot inside their ranger
station after their daily patrol, and the alleged mastermind behind the shooting was
the owner of a local resort;

WHEREAS, in February 2022, Masungi rangers were attacked by persons
associated with large swimming pool resorts and structures that were built illegally
under the Georeserve’s protected area;

WHEREAS, three large-scale Mineral Production Sharing Agreements (MPSAs)
covering an area of 1,300 hectares — two of which included the protected areas of
the georeserve — were granted to quarrying companies, disregarding prohibitions
versus mining and quarrying inside protected areas under RA11038 or the Expanded
National Integrated Protected Systems Act;

WHEREAS, it was bared that the Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) has a plan to
relocate and build its headquarters in the Masungi Georeserve, even though
scientists from the National Museum of the Philippines have previously noted that
using the Masungi Georeserve as relocation site will have dire consequences for the
environment;

WHEREAS, while the BuCor has announced through a statement that the plan to
construct the headquarters in Masungi Georeserve has been “held in abeyance,” this
is only a temporary suspension of the plan and is not a guarantee that BuCor will
keep its hands off the Masungi Georeserve;

WHEREAS, it is our duty, as the House of the People, to support instead of hamper
the initiatives of concerned citizens who take on the task of protecting and restoring
the environment and ensuring the safety and integrity of local ecosystems;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the
House of Representatives express its sense to support the conservation of the
Masungi Georeserve and explore legislation to strengthen similar efforts.

Adopted,
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REP. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL
Kabataan Party-list

REP. FRANCE L. CASTRO
ACT Teachers Party-list

REP. ARLENE D. BROSAS
Gabriela Women’s Party
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