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Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

House Resolution No._____ 

Introduced by: Congressman BIENVENIDO M. ABANTE, JR. 

“RESOLUTION URGING APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE SEVERAL 
UNREPORTED CRIMES INSIDE THE PHILIPPINE MARINE MERCHANT ACADEMY 

(PMMA) ” 

       WHEREAS, the Philippine Merchant Marine Academy (PMMA), the pioneer institution in 
maritime education in the country is supported by government funds with help from the 
shipping industry; 

       WHEREAS, Congress shall give the highest priority to the enactment of measures that 
protect and enhance the right of all the people to human dignity as enshrined in the Constitution; 

WHEREAS, the State values the dignity of every human person and guarantees full 
respect for human rights; 

       WHEREAS, several human rights violations allegedly occurred at the Philippine Merchant 
Marine Academy (PMMA), located in San Narciso, Zambales, and were committed by an 
academy official named Ensign Chuck Dela Cruz, but were not reported to police authorities and 
were instead concealed by the current Superintendent, Commodore Joel Abutal; 

WHEREAS, Ens. Dela Cruz allegedly pinned Janda Benedictos against the wall, kissed 
her, and fondled her breasts. Janda was the diseased daughter of a former PMMA Dean, Capt. 
Benedictos. Commo Abutal appointed Janda as Secretary of the PMMA Board of Trustees with a 
higher salary to silence her about the incident, but Janda resigned immediately after receiving her 
appointment and is now a faculty member at UPLB, where she earned her master's degree; 

WHEREAS, allegedly, Ens. Dela Cruz was accused of sexually assaulting another PMMA 
employee, Carmi Laforteza, whom he pushed into the PMMA Alumni house's comfort room, 
where he took advantage of her. Carmi needed months of psychiatric treatment to recover from 
her trauma; 
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WHEREAS, Ens. Dela Cruz allegedly ordered female Midn Omay to undress after 
bringing her inside his Bachelor Officers' Quarters, but Midn Omay, a Taekwondo champion, 
resisted his advances and ran back to her quarters. Midn Omay remained silent about the entire 
incident for reasons only known to her. Additionally, Ens. Dela Cruz was seen with a visibly 
drunk female Midn Gerona at PMMA's beach area late at night, her hand inside his pants, 
masturbating him, apparently under orders; 

WHEREAS, allegedly, PMMA Employees knew that Commo. Abutal was using Ens. Dela 
Cruz in his irregular activities inside the academy, which made the latter consider himself 
indispensable and therefore unassailable. To cover up all the crimes committed by Ens. Dela Cruz 
might incriminate him, Commo. Abutal allowed him to resign without even a slap on the wrist. 
Before Ens. Dela Cruz left, he was indebted to 8 midshipmen for an amount of P40,000.00, of 
which nothing was heard of if he had settled his debts. 

       NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the House 
of Representatives, sternly and strongly CONDEMN, as it hereby CONDEMNS, any acts of 
human rights violations. Lest we forget that it is enshrined in our Constitution that Congress shall 
give the highest priority to the enactment of measures that protect and enhance the right of all 
the people to human dignity and that the State values the dignity of human person and 
guarantees full respect for human rights; Resolved further, That the House of Representatives 
REQUEST, as it hereby earnestly REQUESTS, all the law-enforcement and other appropriate 
agencies of government to investigate, to join hands in investigating these alleged violations 
inside PMMA.  

Adopted, 

BIENVENIDO M. ABANTE, JR. 


