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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

Introduced by Honorable Representatives 
ARLENE D. BROSAS (Gabriela Women’s Party), 
FRANCE L. CASTRO (ACT Teachers Partylist), 

and RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL (Kabataan Partylist) 

RESOLUTION STRONGLY CONDEMNING THE POINTING OF MILITARY-GRADE LASER BY 
A CHINESE COAST GUARD VESSEL AT PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD (PCG) CREW ABOARD 

BRP MALAPASCUA NEAR AYUNGIN SHOAL, AND URGING THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON SUCH 

INCIDENT 

WHEREAS, Section 7 Article II of the 1987 Constitution states that the “State shall pursue an 
independent foreign policy. In its relations with other states, the paramount consideration shall be 
national sovereignty, territorial integrity, national interest, and the right to self-determination”;  

WHEREAS, the Philippine Coast Guard reported that on February 6, 2023, a Chinese Coast Guard 
ship with bow number 5205 pointed a military-grade laser at some of its crew aboard BRP 
Malapascua who were conducting a rotation and resupply mission along Ayungin Shoal in the West 
Philippine Sea; 

WHEREAS, the PCG claimed that there was “deliberate blocking” of Philippine government vessels 
to deliver food and supplies to military personnel on board the BRP Sierra Madre, which it said 
constitutes “a blatant disregard for, and a clear violation of, Philippine sovereign rights in this part of 
the West Philippine Sea;  

WHEREAS, the Philippines has sovereign rights over the Ayungin Shoal (Second Thomas Shoal) 
as it is part of the country’s 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and continental shelf, 
as defined in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and upheld by the 
United Nations arbitral tribunal in the Hague in 2016;  

WHEREAS, the Tribunal also concluded that there was no legal basis for China to claim historic 
rights to resources within the sea areas falling within the “nine-dash line”;  

WHEREAS, despite the lucid stipulations in the UNCLOS and the Hague ruling, China’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Wang Wenbin pinned the blame on Philippine vessels and engaged 
in gaslighting, ironically advising the Philippines to “respect China’s territorial sovereignty and 
maritime rights and interests in the South China Sea and avoid taking any actions that may 
exacerbate disputes and complicate the situation”; 

WHEREAS, Spokesperson Wenbin also claimed that the Ren’ai Reef (Ayungin Shoal) is allegedly 
part of China’s Nansha Islands, and that “a Philippine Coast Guard vessel intruded into the waters 
off the Ren’ai Reef without Chinese permission”;  
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WHEREAS, on February 14, 2023, the Philippine government filed a diplomatic protest in the 
Chinese embassy in Manila condemning the “shadowing, harassment, dangerous maneuvers, 
directing of military-grade laser, and illegal radio challenges” by CCG vessel 5205 against BRP 
Malapascua;  

WHEREAS, Beijing should restrain its military assets from committing more provocations in the 
disputed waters and respect our sovereign rights over our exclusive economic zone;  

WHEREAS, the United States should likewise absolutely refrain from using the incident to invoke 
the Mutual Defense Treaty and to justify its increased presence in the West Philippine Sea and in 
other parts of the country through the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA);  

WHEREAS, the latest incident in the Ayungin Shoal constitutes a deliberate act of aggression by 
Beijing against a Philippine government vessel and a clear disrespect of Philippine sovereign rights 
over its EEZ which should never be tolerated;  

WHEREAS, this incident also escalates the string of transgressions by China in the West Philippine 
Sea which merit a stronger counter-measure from the Marcos Jr. administration beyond the usual 
filing of diplomatic protests;  

WHEREAS, while President Marcos Jr. met with Chinese ambassador Huang Xilian on February 
14, 2023 over the actions of China against Philippine Coast Guard and Filipino fishermen, there was 
no clear agreement on how to address Beijing’s acts of aggression. There was also apparently no 
counter assertion of the country’s claims over the Ayungin Shoal;  

WHEREAS, the Marcos Jr. administration should issue an unequivocal assertion of the country’s 
sovereign rights over the Ayungin Shoal and demand the pullout of Chinese military assets in the 
West Philippine Sea;  

WHEREAS, the legislative branch should issue its strongest condemnation on the incident and 
renounce any further activity that could escalate the tensions in the West Philippine Sea;   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives strongly condemn the 
pointing of military-grade laser by a Chinese Coast Guard vessel at members of Philippine Coast 
Guard aboard BRP Malapascua near Ayungin Shoal, and conduct an investigation, in aid of 
legislation, on such incident.  

Adopted, 

ARLENE D. BROSAS 
Gabriela Women’s Party 

  FRANCE L. CASTRO RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 
ACT Teachers Partylist  Kabataan Partylist 


