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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. _____ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduced by  

ACT Teachers Party-List Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO,  

GABRIELA Women’s Party Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS,  

and KABATAAN Party-List Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RESOLUTION 

CONDEMNING THE ILLEGAL ARREST AND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS COMMITTED BY THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE-

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION AND DETECTION GROUP AGAINST 

UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES PROFESSOR AND UNIONIST MELANIA 

FLORES AND DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO 

INVESTIGATE, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, THE SAME 

WHEREAS, University of the Philippines (UP) professor Dr. Melania Flores, 58, is the 

immediate past President of All-UP Academic Employees Union (AUPAEU).  A member of 

the faculty of the Departamento ng Filipino at Panitikan ng Pilipinas at the College of Arts 

and Letters, Dr. Flores is also a former Vice Chancellor for Community Affairs; 

WHEREAS, on the morning of 6 February 2023, four individuals who identified themselves 

as Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) personnel distributing financial 

aid knocked on the residence of Dr. Flores.  Thinking that the benefit was probably for her 

son, she let them inside and told them that she will call him.  Once inside, the purported 

DSWD officials asked her if she is “Lani Flores,” so she answered yes.  They snapped a 

picture of her UP ID which she showed them, then brought out a single piece of paper, which 

turned out to be a warrant of arrest for violation of the Social Security System Act (Republic 

Act 11199).  As she was not aware of any case pending against her, Dr. Flores insisted that 

she will be calling her lawyer.  She also called UP Vice Chancellor Gonzalo Campoamor.  

She tried to go further inside her house to change clothes, but the four tailed her.  She tried to 

stop them and called her children, then an argument ensued about the validity of the warrant 

and the arrest; 
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WHEREAS, the four operatives of the Philippine National Police-Criminal Investigation and 

Detection Group (PNP-CIDG), who by then have dropped all pretense of being “DSWD 

personnel,” brought Dr. Flores to Camp Karingal, for alleged non-remittance of contributions 

for her kasambahay under the SSS Act. The case against Dr. Flores is a baseless if not 

fabricated charge, as her previous kasambahay has not been in her employ since 2013, she 

had long since informed the SSS of such fact (the SSS had even inspected her home twice, 

and validated said fact), and she and her kasambahay have already settled any arrears; 

 

WHEREAS, there are numerous shortcuts, omissions, lapses, and blatant disregard for 

procedures in this illegal arrest, all of which are violations not just of the PNP’s own 

Operations Manual and rules, but also of various Philippine and international laws.  

Furthermore, these violations are clear grounds for civil, criminal, and administrative 

liabilities of the arresting officers and the PNP-CIDG;  

 

WHEREAS, the right of Dr. Flores to due process under the 1987 Constitution, the Rules of 

Court, and various laws and jurisprudence was violated, as she had no idea at all that there 

was a case against her before she saw the warrant.  She did not receive a copy of any complaint 

informing her of any charge, much less the grounds therefor, nor was she sent any notice or 

subpoena relative to the complaint and proceeding.  Per the records of the case—which Dr. 

Flores and her paralegals saw only after her arrest—the case was filed and proceeded on 

preliminary investigation in 2021 without her participation; 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Flores is apparently another victim of the insidious practice of some police 

agents, in cahoots with those in prosecutorial agencies, of causing ex parte or one-sided 

preliminary investigations, by failing to send subpoenas and notices to respondents in 

criminal complaints, or deliberately sending them to wrong addresses.  As result, respondents 

are unable to appear and defend themselves before the fiscal, and will learn of the case against 

them only at the point of their arrest, the case already having been decided with only the 

complainant’s evidence.  The failure of the complainants against Dr. Flores and the Office of 

the City Prosecutor to send the complaint, subpoenas, and other required documents to Dr. 

Flores is a glaring omission as (1) her address is in public records (it was even reflected on 

the warrant), (2) she herself is a known personality in the UP community, and (3) the PNP 

was able to locate her when it served the warrant; 

 

WHEREAS, the arrest was marked by shameless deception.  Dr. Flores was taken by four 

plainclothes-wearing elements of the CIDG whom she allowed entry into her home because 

they posed as DSWD personnel distributing “ayuda.”  This, despite the mandate under the 

Operational Manual and other pertinent PNP regulations for all officers to effect arrests using 

marked police vehicles and wearing the prescribed uniform or attire, among others; 
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WHEREAS, apart from these underhanded tactics, the arresting persons also did not inform 

Dr. Flores of her rights under the Anti-Torture Act of 2009 (Republic Act 9745).  According 

to her and the Alliance of Concerned Teachers, the police officers merely showed her a copy 

of the warrant of arrest, which did not have any attachments or any document that sufficiently 

inform her of the charge against her, without sufficiently explaining the nature of the case.  

Since the CIDG operatives refused to leave her even to just let her change clothes in privacy 

and with dignity, she was forced to dress in front of them; 

 

WHEREAS, the arrest was also made in blatant violation of the UP-Department of the 

Interior and Local Government (DILG) Accord of 1992, which prohibits all agents of the PNP 

and Department of National Defense (DND) from entering the UP premises and making an 

arrest or any other operation without prior notification to the UP President, the Chancellor of 

the constituent unit, or the Dean; 

 

WHEREAS, the AUPAEU has noted that “this dirty tactic of the [CIDG] is a means to 

threaten and harass leader-unionists and patriotic academic leaders.”  For its part, the 

Congress of Teachers/Educators for Nationalism and Democracy-UP (CONTEND-UP) said 

that Dr. Flores’s arrest is the latest in a “series of intimidation and threats” against UP 

academics, such as UP Cebu teachers Armand Dayoha and Dyan Gumanao, who were 

abducted and forcibly disappeared for six days by persons who identified themselves as police 

officers; 

 

WHEREAS, as seen in recent years, all these violations are committed, in increasing levels 

of impunity, by elements of law enforcement and military agencies and other state agents 

against known personalities and ordinary citizens alike.  There must be actions, including 

ones undertaken by Congress, that will result in concrete measures to exact accountability 

from those culpable in the law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies, thereby ensuring that 

no and that the human rights of all citizens are adequately protected. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives condemn the 

illegal arrest and other human rights violations committed by the Philippine National Police-

Criminal Investigation and Detection Group against University of the Philippines Professor 

and unionist Melania Flores. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee on Human Rights be directed to 

investigate, in aid of legislation, the same. 

 

Adopted, 
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________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 


