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A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND EMPATHY, COMPASSION, 

SOLIDARITY, AND SUPPORT OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE 

VICTIMS OF THE EARTHQUAKES ON FEBRUARY 6, 2023 IN SYRIA AND TURKEY 

WHEREAS, in the early hours of February 6, 2023, a magnitude-7.8 

earthquake jolted Syria and Turkey. Hours later, both countries were then shocked 

by a magnitude-7.5 earthquake which directly impacted 23 million people within 

the two countries. 

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of the catastrophic quakes and their aftershocks, 

more than 12,000 people were reported dead within both countries. Moreover, 

thousands were also injured throughout the ten affected regions while an 

estimated total of 298,000 people were displaced from their homes and are now 

housed in temporary government shelters. 

WHEREAS, both countries were immediately placed in a state of emergency, 

with affected regions finding themselves in a desolate situation in light of the lack 

of vital needs such as access to food and potable drinking water, basic health 

services, and other basic relief items. 

WHEREAS, amidst the constant aftershocks brought about by the quakes, 

rescue efforts are still being conducted to rescue the thousands of people who are 

still trapped within the disaster zone. In addition, families within the affected areas 

are constrained to remain within the temporary shelters and there is a pressing 

necessity to provide much-needed assistance to both countries to ensure that the 

pressing needs of the most vulnerable are met.  
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WHEREAS, the House of Representatives commiserates with and offers its 

sincere empathy to the families and loved ones of those affected by this natural 

disaster: Now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, that the House of 

Representatives expresses its profound empathy, compassion, solidarity, and 

support of the House of Representatives for the victims of the earthquakes on 

February 6, 2023 in Syria and Turkey. 

RESOLVED, FURTHER, this resolution be formed part of the official records 

of the House of Representatives. 

Adopted, 

WILTER YAP PALMA 

First District, Zamboanga Sibugay 


