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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Resolution No. _____ 

Introduced by Representative MARIA RACHEL J. ARENAS 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS 

OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE PEOPLE OF  

TURKIYE AND SYRIA DEVASTATED BY 7.8 MAGNITUDE EARTHQUAKE 

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2023, around 4:00 am, in the dead of winter, with 

people fast asleep, thus giving them little chance to react to the violent and massive 

earthquake with 7.8 magnitude, that ripped  through Turkiye and Syria, leaving a trail of 

death, destruction, and debris on each side of the border, recorded as the deadliest since the 

1999 earthquake; 

WHEREAS, the epicenter of the 7.8 magnitude quake was 23 kilometers (14.2 

miles) east of Nurdagi, in Turkiye’s Gaziantep Province, at a depth of 24.1 kilometers (14.9 

miles), according to news reports from the United States Geological Survey (USGS); 

WHEREAS, a series of seventy-eight (78) powerful aftershocks have reverberated 

throughout the day, the strongest of which was a major quake,  tmeasured 7.5 in magnitude, 

hit Turkiye about nine (9) hours after the initial quake, according to USGS,   around 95 

kilometers (59 miles) north of the original site; 

WHEREAS, the death toll in Turkiye continued to rise and now has reached 8,574 

people and injured 40,910 others in Turkiye while Syria has recorded its death toll with at 

least 2,520 people and injured 4,654 others. 

WHEREAS, overwhelmed rescuers in a desperate race to save lives have warned 

that the numbers are likely to grow significantly in the coming days, with families still 

trapped under the rubbles; 

WHEREAS, according to latest reports, 248 Filipinos are among those  affected 

by the earthquake, who have to contend with the widespread destruction and devastation 

from one of the deadliest earthquakes this century to hit Turkiye and Syria; 

WHEREAS, a host of countries have sent rescue workers to help the stricken 

region, His Excellency, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,  is to send  an 85-Member Team 
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to help in the search and rescue operations and in providing assistance to survivors; 

conveying our desire to help in any way we can; 

 

RESOLVED, that in the spirit of international solidarity, the House of 

Representatives, expresses its profound sympathy and offers ardent prayers for the 

PEOPLE OF TURKIYE AND SYRIA to help them overcome their challenges amidst the 

difficult and trying times. 

 

RESOLVED, FURTHER, that the House of Representatives directs the Secretary 

General to communicate this Resolution to the Governments of Turkiye and Syria. 

 

  Adopted, 

 

 

                                                                           
      MARIA RACHEL J. ARENAS 

     Representative 3rd District, Province of Pangasinan 

 


