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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

Introduced by Honorable Representatives 
ARLENE D. BROSAS (Gabriela Women’s Party), 
FRANCE L. CASTRO (ACT Teachers Partylist), 

and RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL (Kabataan Partylist) 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO 

TERMINATE THE MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY (MDT) BETWEEN THE PHILIPPINES AND 

THE UNITED STATES TO UPHOLD AN INDEPENDENT FOREIGN POLICY  

WHEREAS, Section 2 Article II of the 1987 Philippine Constitution states that “the Philippines 
renounces war as an instrument of national policy, adopts the generally accepted principles of 
international law as part of the law of the land and adheres to the policy of peace, equality, justice, 
freedom, cooperation, and amity with all nations”; 

WHEREAS, Section 7 Article II of the Constitution states that the “State shall pursue an 
independent foreign policy. In its relations with other states, the paramount consideration shall be 
national sovereignty, territorial integrity, national interest, and the right to self-determination”;  

WHEREAS, Section 8 under the same Article of the Constitution states that the country, 
“consistent with the national interest, adopts and pursues a policy of freedom from nuclear 
weapons in its territory”;  

WHEREAS, the MDT was signed on August 30, 1951 in Washington, D.C. by the Philippines and 
the US supposedly for mutual defense from external aggressors; 

WHEREAS, the MDT, which entered into force on August 27, 1952, serves as the main legal 
foundation for one-sided US-Philippines military treaties;  

WHEREAS, the US Department of State recognizes that the MDT is enhanced by the 1998 
Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA), which provides the legal basis and status protections for U.S. 
military and civilian personnel in the Philippines, and the 2014 Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement (EDCA), which authorizes U.S. forces access to agreed locations in the Philippines 
on a rotational basis;   

WHEREAS, the MDT between the Philippines and the US has been anything but ‘mutual’. Rather, 
it has become a means for the US to assert its economic and military powers globally by using its 
network of defense agreements between many countries, including the Philippines;  
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WHEREAS, during the Philippine visit of United States (US) Vice President Kamala Harris last 
November 21, 2022, she pronounced the US commitment to defend the claim of the Philippines 
on West Philippine Sea against China based on the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT);1 

WHEREAS, US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin III and Philippine Defense Secretary Carlito 
Galvez Jr. recently affirmed their commitment to the MDT, highlighting the pact’s importance 
supposedly as China “continues to advance its illegitimate claims” in the West Philippine Sea;  

WHEREAS, the MDT has paved the way to effectively tie the Philippines to the US side in 
international conflicts involving the US. This has dragged the Philippines to US wars, such as the 
Korean War (1950-1953) and the Vietnam War (1955-1975) by sending our combat troops to aid 
the US in both conflicts. In 2012, the worsening US and Iran relations has led the Philippines to 
consider, based on the MDT, to send troops to aid the US should tension between the two 
countries ripen into war;2 

WHEREAS, there has been growing tension between US and China, and it has been a top 
concern for US analysts that war may erupt between the two countries based on Taiwan's dispute 
with China;3 

WHEREAS, the issues of the US against different countries, especially that against China, will 
strain our economic relations with such countries, as the MDT can be invoked by the US in forcing 
the Philippines’ hand to side with the US and to ultimately use our resources and even our territory 
to fight against the US’ enemies;   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives express its sense to 
terminate the Mutual Defense Treaty of 1951 for being detrimental, rather the beneficial, to the 
Philippines and our national sovereignty and for running counter to the principle of independent 
foreign policy.  

Adopted, 

ARLENE D. BROSAS 
Gabriela Women’s Party 

   FRANCE L. CASTRO  RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 
Act Teachers Partylist  Kabataan Partylist 

1 https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1696112/harris-reiterates-us-commitment-to-defend-ph 
2 https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1209898/breaking-duterte-to-side-with-us-if-filipinos-are-harmed-in-midle-east-ruckus 
3 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-taiwan-relations-tension-us-policy-biden 
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