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Introduced by Honorable Representatives 
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RESOLUTION URGING THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON OVERSEAS WORKERS AFFAIRS 
CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE PHILIPPINE 

GOVERNMENT’S EFFORTS TO PROTECT OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS (OFWS) IN 
KUWAIT FOLLOWING THE BRUTAL MURDER OF JULLEBEE RANARA AND AMID 

REPORTS OF OVER 400 DISTRESSED OFWS STAYING IN CRAMPED GOVERNMENT 
FACILITIES IN KUWAIT 

WHEREAS, there are around 100,223 Filipino workers in Kuwait as of 2022, of whom more than 

47,000 are working in household services;  

WHEREAS, the burned body of Kuwait-based overseas Filipino worker Jullebee Ranara, 35 years 
old, was found dumped in a desert on January 22, 2023, prompting urgent calls for justice from 
authorities and migrant groups;  

WHEREAS, the 17-year-old son of Ranara’s employer in Kuwait confessed to the heinous crime 
and was reportedly arrested by authorities in Kuwait;  

WHEREAS, media reports in Kuwait describe the harrowing fate of Ranara, who was reportedly 
raped and impregnated by the Kuwaiti employer’s son and she was allegedly ran over by the 

perpetrator’s car twice and burned;  

WHEREAS, Ranara is alarmingly the fourth Filipina who suffered a gruesome death in the hands 
of Kuwaiti employers in recent years;  

WHEREAS, in 2018, the body of Filipina domestic worker Joanna Daniela Demafelis was found 
in a freezer in an abandoned apartment in Kuwait; In 2019, Constancia Lago Dayag, 47, was 
killed by her employer after being physically and sexually assaulted. In the same year, 26-year-
old Jeanelyn Villavende was also brutally killed, with findings by the National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) showing that she was sexually abused and brutally murdered;  

WHEREAS, such series of brutal killings of OFWs in Kuwait persisted despite the imposition of 
temporary deployment bans and despite the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
on the deployment of migrant workers between the Philippines and Kuwait in 2018;  
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WHEREAS, the kafala system, which is in place in several Middle East countries including Kuwait, 
grants employers exclusive control over foreign workers including on whether they can switch 
jobs or leave the country, making our OFWs extremely vulnerable to abuse;   

WHEREAS, there are also reports that over 400 distressed overseas Filipino workers remain 
stranded and cramped in government facilities in Kuwait;  

WHEREAS, the Department of Migrant Workers (DMW) said it has already dispatched a team to 
check the situation of the more than 400 OFWs currently stranded in Kuwait;  

WHEREAS, the Marcos Jr. administration allocated only P4.32 billion for the newly created DMW, 
which is tasked to maintain the migrant workers’ offices abroad, aside from providing other 
services to Filipino migrant workers;  

WHEREAS, Ranara’s death and the plight of hundreds of OFWs in Kuwait serve as another 
reminder of the huge social costs of migrant deployment, and as a wake-up call for the national 
government to abandon the labor export paradigm and start focusing on generating decent jobs 
at home;  

WHEREAS, at the minimum, there is a need to review the MOU between the Philippines and 
Kuwait which expired in 2022 and to scrap the highly exploitative kafala system in several 
countries including in Kuwait;  

WHEREAS, Ranara’s death must put the spotlight on the immediate ratification of International 
Labour (ILO) Convention 190 on ending violence and harassment in the world of work, and on 

the enactment of laws that will strengthen protection for women workers in various work settings; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House Committee on Overseas Workers’ Affairs 
conduct an investigation, in aid of legislation, on the Philippine government’s efforts to protect 
overseas Filipino workers in Kuwait following the brutal murder of Jullebee Ranara and amid 

reports of over 400 distressed OFWs staying in cramped government facilities in Kuwait.  

BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER, that responsible officials directly assuming the function of 
protecting our OFWs in Kuwait including but not limited to the ambassador, labor attaché, and 
OWWA welfare officer be directed to attend the investigation to be conducted by the Committee 

on Overseas Workers’ Affairs.  

Adopted, 

ARLENE D. BROSAS 
Gabriela Women’s Party 

  FRANCE L. CASTRO RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 
ACT Teachers Partylist      Kabataan Partylist 


