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RESOLUTION

DIRECTING THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS TO CONDUCT AN
INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE UTILIZATION OF THE FUNDS

APPROPRIATED UNDER THE NATIONAL DISASTER RISK REDUCTloN AND
MANAGEMENT FUND (NDRRM FUND) FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS

WHEREAS, the Philippines ranks third globally in terms of exposure to and risk
from   disasters,   according   to   the   2017   World   Risk   Report  of  the   Institute   for
Environment and Human Security of the United Nations University;

WHEREAS, just at the beginning of 2023 a state of calamity was declared in the
three provinces of Samar Island,  due to heavy rain  and flood  in  a span  of days  in
January 2023, affecting at least 700,000 residents and causing agricultural damages
amounting to at least P318 million, computed based on an aggregate of reports from
the local government units;

WHEREAS, the Philippine Statistics Authority estimated that damages incurred
due to natural extreme events and disasters amounted to P463 billion from 2010 to
2019;

WHEREAS,  results from the Global  Risks Perception  Survey 2021-2022 show
that  extreme  weather  and  infectious  diseases  are  among  the  top  10  risks  that
worsened the most since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic;



WHEREAS,  a  2019  World  Bank study written  by  Brian  Walsh  and  Stephane
Hallegatte showed  that in the  Philippines,  natural disasters cause poverty and that
poverty magnifies the impact of natural  hazards by making  people more vulnerable
and less resilient;

WHEREAS, President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. said during his 2022 State of the
Nation Address that the country must engage in capacity building for natural disaster
resiliency, invest in science and technology, and undertake disaster-proof planning of
communities;

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 10121, also known as the "Philippine Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management Act of 2010", established the National Disaster Risk
Reduction    and    Management   Council    (NDRRMC)   which    is   empowered   with

policymaking,    coordination,    integration,    supervision,    monitoring   and   evaluation
functions over disaster risk reduction and management in the country;

WHEREAS, Section 8 of RA No.10121  provides that the Office of Civil Defense

(OCD)   has  the  primary  mission  of  administering  a  comprehensive  national  civil
defense and disaster risk reduction and management program by providing leadership
in  the  continuous development of strategic and  systematic approaches as well  as
measures  to   reduce  the  vulnerabilities  and   risks  to  hazards  and   manage  the
consequences of disasters;

WHEREAS, Section 22 of RA No. 10121  provides that the National Disaster Risk
Reduction  and  Management  Fund  (NDRRM  Fund)  shall  be  used  for  disaster  risk
reduction or mitigation, prevention and preparedness activities such as but not limited
to training of personnel, procurement of equipment, and capital expenditures, and can
also  be  utilized  for  relief]  recovery,  reconstruction  and  other  work  or  services  in
connection  with  natural  or  human  induced  calamities  which  may  occur  during  the
budget year or those that occurred in the past two (2) years from the budget year;

WHEREAS,  certain  amounts  are  appropriated  annually  under  the  General
Appropriations Act (GAA) specifically for the aid,  relief and  rehabilitation services to
communities/areas affected by human-induced and natural calamities, and repair and
reconstruction   of  permanent  structures,   including  other  capital   expenditures  for
disaster operation, and rehabilitation activities;

WHEREAS,  new  appropriations  in  the  GAA for the  NDRRM  Fund  sum  up  to
P205.3 billion for the period of fiscal years 2013 to 2023;

WHEREAS, the OCD processes NDRRM Fund requests for national government
agencies  and  local  government  units,  processes  financial  assistance  to victims  of
disasters or calamities, and provides food and non-food items, according to the 2022
Citizen's Charter of the OCD;

WHEREAS, Congress must exercise its oversight functions in order to mitigate
short and long term losses to the country due to disasters; and



WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  Rule  IX,  Section  26  of  the  Rules  of the  House  of
Representatives,   committees   shall   have   oversight   responsibilities   to   determine
whether or not laws and  programs addressing subjects within their jurisdictions are
being  implemented  and  carried out in  accordance with  the  intent of Congress  and
whether or not they should be continued, curtailed, or eliminated.

NOW,     THEREFORE,      BE     IT     RESOLVED     BY     THE     HOUSE     OF
REPRESENTATIVES,  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  conduct  an
inquiry,  in  aid  of  legislation,  on  the  utilization  of the  funds  appropriated  under  the


