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Introduced by Honorable Representatives 
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and RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL (Kabataan Partylist) 

RESOLUTION URGING AN IMMEDIATE PROBE, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE 

COMMISSION OF WAR CRIMES AND OTHER GROSS VIOLATIONS OF 

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW BY STATE FORCES DURING COUNTER-

INSURGENCY OPERATIONS 

WHEREAS, Section 2, Article II of the 1987 Philippine Constitution states that “[t]he 

Philippines renounces war as an instrument of national policy, adopts the generally accepted 

principles of international law as part of the law of the land and adheres to the policy of peace, 

equality, justice, freedom, cooperation, and amity with all nations”; 

WHEREAS, the State is a party to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, as well as its additional 

protocols, and is legally bound to adhere to its principles, and to promulgate laws that are not 

in conflict with said principles;  

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 9851, or the “Philippine Act on Crimes Against 

International Humanitarian Law, Genocide, and Other Crimes Against Humanity”,  defines and 

penalizes crimes against international humanitarian law (IHL), genocide and other crimes 

against humanity, organizes jurisdiction, and designates special courts; 

WHEREAS, Section 2 (d) of RA No. 9851 recognizes that “[t]he State adopts the generally 

accepted principles of international law, including the Hague Conventions of 1907, the Geneva 

Conventions on the protection of victims of war and international humanitarian law, as part of 

the law of our nation”; 

WHEREAS, IHL seeks to limit the effects of armed conflict, and protects persons who are no 

longer participating in hostilities; 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GPH) and the National 

Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) are signatories to the Comprehensive Agreement 

for Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL). The 

document, which was signed on August 7, 1998 by the Estrada regime, affirms “their constant 

and continuing mutual commitment to respect human rights and the principles of international 

humanitarian law”;  
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WHEREAS, the GPH is obligated, internationally and domestically, to comply with IHL in the 

ongoing internal armed conflict with the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) – New 

People’s Army (NPA) – National Democratic Front (NDF); 

WHEREAS, the Philippine Army’s 94th and 47th Infantry Battalions killed poet and NDFP 

consultant Ericson Acosta (Acosta) and his companion Joseph Jimenez in Kabankalan City, 

Negros Occidental during the wee hours of November 30, 2022 even without an actual violent 

encounter;  

WHEREAS, friends and relatives of Acosta asserted that no exchange of firefight took place, 

adding that the manner of killing was consistent with many summary executions made to 

appear as encounters and firefights;  

WHEREAS, quoting the family of Acosta, NDF-Negros spokesperson Bayani Obrero said that 

Acosta and Jimenez were still alive when they were taken forcefully by the Philippine Army  

and then summarily killed, adding that there are indications that they were stabbed and 

hacked; 

WHEREAS, prior to Acosta’s murder, state security forces have had a long list of atrocities in 

its conduct of counterinsurgency committed against hors de combat NPA fighters, NDF 

consultants, civilians, and non-combatants, as documented by human rights groups and 

reported in the press. 

WHEREAS, military forces stormed a subdivision in Barangay Queen of Peace, Baguio City 

during the early hours of March 13, 2020, and killed Julius Giron of the NPA and his two (2) 

companions. Giron was reportedly recovering from a recurring illness when he was attacked;   

WHEREAS, peasant leader and long-time consultant of the NDFP Randall Echanis, 72, was 

tortured before he was killed in his home on August 10, 2020, by suspected elements of the 

state security forces. Based on the autopsy, he suffered forty (40) stab wounds all over his 

body;  

WHEREAS, at around 3 a.m. of November 25, 2020, agents of the Philippine National Police-

Criminal Investigation and Detection (PNP-CIDG) raided the residence in Angono, Rizal of 

couple Eugenia Magpantay and Agaton Topacio. Both were consultants of the National 

Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) and were in their late 60’s; 

WHEREAS, Magpantay and Topacio were brutally killed by police forces, contrary to the 

PNP’s narrative claiming that there was an exchange of gunfire. The slain consultants’ family 

said that Magpantay was suffering from diabetes and had experienced a stroke recently, which 

rendered her comatose for four days, while Topacio was in pain from heart enlargement, knee 

injury on his anterior cruciate ligament, and frozen shoulder;  

WHEREAS, Antonio Cabanatan, 74, and his wife Florenda Yap, 65, both retired cadres 

according to the CPP, were abducted, tortured, and murdered by the police and military in 

Oton, Iloilo on December 26, 2020. But the PNP tried to frame their deaths as robbery-murder, 

saying they were strangled to death by assailants;    

WHEREAS, former priest and former chief negotiator for the NDFP Rustico Tan, 80, was also 

mercilessly killed while he was asleep in a hammock at his home in Cebu province on May 

28, 2021;  



WHEREAS, in October 2022, the Philippine Army’s 94th Infantry Battalion (IB) troopers in 

Himamaylan City summarily executed Juanito Magbanua, spokesperson of the NPA in Negros 

island;  

WHEREAS, there have also been instances where military forces attacked civilians. 

Karapatan, an organization dedicated to human rights, documented indiscriminate bombings 

and strafings committed by the Philippine Army’s 94th Infantry Batallion in the area bordering 

Carabalan and Mahalang villages in Himamaylan, Negros Occidental on October 6 and 8, 

2022. Additionally, following clashes with the NPA in Negros Occidental, the 94th Infantry 

Batallion also shot rivers, sugarcane fields, and forest trees; 

WHEREAS, on December 1, 2021, it was reported that Philippine Air Force fighter jets carried 

out aerial bombings on the mountain areas in Alimodias, Miag-ao to target the community 

which was said to be a guerrilla base for the NPA, causing injuries and damage to civilians, 

farmlands, and houses; 

WHEREAS, there are potentially more cases of atrocities committed by the military and the 

police against NDFP consultants, communist rebels, and civilians which do not land on 

mainstream news pages but need to be brought out in the open;  

WHEREAS, such acts likely constitute violations of the Geneva Convention and other 

instruments on IHL, as well as of CARHRIHL and local humanitarian laws, even as they are 

perpetrated in the course of legitimate military and police operations; 

WHEREAS, gross infractions of humanitarian laws do not create an enabling environment for 

the resumption of peace negotiations, and most certainly do not address the long-standing 

root causes of armed struggle in the country such as massive landlessness and dire economic 

suffering of millions of Filipinos due to anti-people policies;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives conduct an 

immediate investigation, in aid of legislation, on the commission of war crimes and other gross 

violations of international humanitarian law by state security forces during counter-insurgency 

operations.  

Adopted, 

ARLENE D. BROSAS 
Gabriela Women’s Party 

  FRANCE L. CASTRO RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 
ACT Teachers Partylist Kabataan Partylist 




