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Introduced by

HON. IVIARISSA `DEL MAR'  MAGSINO
oFw party List

A RESOLUTION
URGING THE APPOPRIATE COIVIMITTEE/S OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY,  lN AID OF LEGISLATION,
INTO THE STATUS OF OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS CONVICTED OF

CAPITAL OFFENSES AND AWAITING EXECUTION ON  `DEATH ROWS' lN THE
HOST COUNTRIES, TO ASSESS CURRENT GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE

PROVIDED THEM, AND TO DETERMINE THE NEED FOR MORE EFFECTIVE
INTERVENTIONS TO SAVE THEIR LIVES AND ENSURE JUSTICE ON THEIR

BEHALF

WHEREAS,  a  critical  and  life-threatening  challenge  our  Overseas  Filipino  Workers

(OFWs)  have to deal with  while working  in  foreign  countries  is the  risk
of getting  accused  of committing  criminal  acts  and  face the  possibility
of incarceration,  or meted with the death  penalty as the  penal  laws of
the host countries may impose,  if found guilty,  regardless of the merits
and judiciousness of the judgement and the legal process followed;

WHEREAS, the predicament of a criminal prosecution against an OFW is not merely
a   matter  of  extending   legal   assistance  to  the   accused,   but   more
importantly,  a  matter of injustice,  when the circumstances surrounding
the   accusations  are  tainted   with   malice   or  bias   and   discrimination,
especially when  the  imposable  penalty on  the  crime  charged  is  death
or execution  as the  victim  will  be  deprived  not  only  of personal  liberty
but of precious life itself;



WHEREAS,  several  OFWs,  despite  diplomatic  and  official  representations  by  the
Philippine  Government  appeals  from   the   international   human   rights
community   and   civil   societies,   have   been   executed   in   their   host
countries in the past, prominent among them were:

a)   Flor Contemplacion who was executed  by hanging in Singapore on
March   17,   1995  for  the  murder  of  her  4-year-old  ward   Nicholas
Huang    and    fellow    Filipino    worker,     Delia    Maga.    She    initially
confessed   to   the   crime   but   backtracked   later   on,   saying   she
confessed under duress;

b)   on    March    30,    2011,    convicted    drug    mules    Sally    Ordinario-
Villanueva,  Ramon  Credo  and  Elizabeth  Batain  were  executed  in
China,   raising   concerns   on   growing   numbers   of  Filipinos   being
used as drug mules;

c)   Joselito Zapanta,  a 35-year-old  Filipino who was executed  in Saudi
Arabia on  December 29,  2015 on  a murder with  robbery conviction
after  the  family  of  the  victim   refused  to  execute  an   affidavit  of
forgiveness (fanazuo in exchange for blood money; and,

d)   on January 25,  2017,  Overseas  Filipino Worker Jakatia  Pawa,  who
claimed innocence in the murder of her Kuwaiti employer's 22-year-
old  daughter, was  executed  despite  last-minute  protests,  prayers,
and appeals were made for the Filipina to be saved;

WHEREAS, the  Department of Foreign Affairs  (DFA)  reported that as of September
2022,  sixty-five  (65)  OFWs  are  on  `death  row'  for various  offenses  in
other countries,  of whom 48  are  males and  the  rest are females,  and
whose cases are being handled by lawyers hired by the DFA;

WHEREAS,   in particular,  as of October 2021, there are two Filipinos on  `death  row'
in  the  United  States  awaiting  execution:   Sonny  Enraca  for  the  fatal
shooting  of an  actor  in  1999  and  Ralph  Simon  Jeremias  also  for the
fatal  shooting  of  two  men  in  2009,  while  two  other  Filipinos  in  Abu
Dhabi  were  handed  the  death  sentence  forpossession  and  sale  of
illegal drugs and substances last January 2022;

WHEREAS,  the  most prominent among  these  pending  `death  row'  cases  is that of
Mary  Jane  Veloso  who  was  arrested  in  Indonesia  and  sentenced  to
death  in  2010 for smuggling  heroin  in  a  suitcase,  who,  throughout  her
trial,   maintained   her  innocence,   claiming   that  she  was   duped   into
carrying  the  suitcase  by  hergodsister.   Her  Indonesian  lawyer noted
that she did not have any lawyer or translator during her interrogation;



WHEREAS,  the  government,  through  the  Department  of  Migrant  Workers  (DMW),
the DFA and other concerned agencies,  must extend full assistance to
OFWs  facing  the  capital  punishment  of  death  in  their  host  countries
from the time of arrest to the trial  proper and  at all  levels of appeal,  to
secure  their  release  or  the  commutation  of  their  sentences,  and  to
invoke   treaties    on    international    labor   and    various    human    rights
conventions    of   which    the    Philippines    is    a    signatory,    whenever
necessary and applicable;

WHEREAS,   there   are   reports  from   advocate   non-government  and   civil   society
organizations,  and  complaints from  families  of affected  OFWs,  on  the
indifference  and   absence  of  political  will   by  concerned  government
officials,  as well  as the  lack of funds,  and  other administrative factors,
which  contribute to the  increasing  number of OFWs  on  `death  row'  in
the host countries and aggravate their situations; and,

WHEREAS,  an   inquiry  on  the  status  of  our  OFWs  on   `death   rows'   in  the  host
countries,  including  an  assessment of the various assistance  currently
being    provided   by   the   government   in   their   legal   battles   and    in
alleviating  their  conditions  while  in  incarceration,  must  be  conducted,
with  the  end  in  view of determining  and  implementing  short- and  long-
term  policies  and  effective  programs  of  relevant  assistance  to  save
their lives and to serve justice.

NOW THEREFORE,  BE  IT RESOLVED, to urge the appropriate committee/s of the
House   of   Representatives   to   conduct   an   inquiry   and   assessment,   in   aid   of
legislation,  into the status  of Overseas  Filipino Workers  on  `death  row',  focusing  on
the      assistance   currently   extended   to   them   by   the   government,   and   for   the
determination and implementation of relevant policies,  programs and interventions to
save  their  lives,   improve  their  conditions  while  in   incarceration  and  to  guarantee

justice on their behalf and their families.

Adopted.

HON- ARISSA `DEL MAR' Mi#R:MAifer


