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A RESOLUTION 

URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO CONDUCT AN 
INVESTIGATION IN AID OF LEGISLATION ON THE NINOY AQUINO 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT POWER OUTAGE ON NEW YEAR’S DAY 

WHEREAS, Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) or Manila International 

Airport (MIA) is the main international airport serving the City of Manila and 

the Greater Metropolitan Manila, managed by the Manila International Airport 

Authority (MIAA); 

WHEREAS, according to the latest data released by the MIAA, about 8.01 

million passengers were recorded to have traveled through the airport for the 

year 2021;  

WHEREAS, on January 1, 2023, domestic and international flights were 

halted after the outage of primary and secondary power supply in NAIA which 

resulted to the failure of with the Communications, Navigation and 

Surveillance Systems for Air Traffic Management (CNS/ATM), disrupting over 

300 flights and affecting over 65,000 passengers; 

WHEREAS, the CNS/ATM is the system used by air traffic controllers to direct 

air traffic within the country’s airspace. The system, worth P10.8 billion, was 

procured and completed in partnership with the Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) and was seen to boost the safety within the Manila 

flight information region; 

WHEREAS, Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) Director General 

Antonio Tamayo reported in a press conference that after both the main 
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uninterruptible power supply of the CNS/ATM failed, CAAP engineers were 

forced to connect to the commercial line instead, but this ultimately led to 

more equipment failing as the commercial line supplied power at 380 volts, 

when the system can only handle 220 volts; 

WHEREAS, CAAP Director General Tamayo admitted that he was aware with 

the issues plaguing the CNS/ATM even before the New Year’s Day mishap, 

and that he had raised the lack of a backup system during a Cabinet meeting; 

WHEREAS, in 2009, NAIA also experienced a power outage that diverted and 

canceled dozens of flights, and was also blamed on technical failure due to 

outdated equipment; 

WHEREAS, its latest annual report1 shows that NAIA suffered net losses of 

P2.25 billion in 2021 and P875 million in 2020, depriving the National 

Government of its 50% share in the net income which amounted to 

approximately P1.789 billion in 2019 alone; 

WHEREAS, technical disruptions in NAIA operations lasting for almost half a 

day impacts the financial recovery of the international airport and thus create 

extensive losses for the economy, further damaging the gains realized from 

promoting the country as a tourism destination and investment hub; 

WHEREAS, while flight operations in NAIA may have reportedly normalized 

around 8:00 p.m. on the same day, thousands of passengers spent the first 

day of the new year stranded in the airport, some in long queues and some 

sleeping on the floor waiting for the normalization of operations instead of 

welcoming the new year with their families; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, for 

the House of Representatives to immediately conduct an investigation in aid 

of legislation on the New Year’s Day power outage in Ninoy Aquino 

International Airport. 

SERGIO C. DAGOOC 

APEC Party-List 

PRESLEY C. DE JESUS 
PHILRECA 

1 Manila International Airport Authority 2021 Annual Report 


