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Introduced by REP. ROMEO M. ACOP 

RESOLUTION 
DIRECTING THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND/OR OTHER 
APPROPRIATE HOUSE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY IN AID OF 
LEGISLATION INTO THE ISSUES AND CONCERNS THAT COMPROMISE THE 
DELIVERY OF RELIABLE, SAFE AND EFFICIENT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

WHEREAS, the first day of 2023 was hounded by negative reports regarding the 
infrastructure failure that resulted in the disruption of international and domestic flights across 
the country.  The Department of Transportation (DOTr) reported that at around 9:49AM on 
January 1, 2023, the Air Traffic Management Center (ATMC), which is responsible for 
controlling and overseeing inbound and outbound flights as well as overflights within the 
Philippine airspace, went down due to a power outage that led to the cancellation or diversion of 
several flights;  

WHEREAS, the DOTr reported that the ATMC resumed partial operations with limited 
capacity by 4:00PM and normal operation was resumed by 5:50PM on the same day while 
equipment restoration was still ongoing.  It was identified that the primary cause of the problem 
was with the power supply — specifically the degraded uninterrupted power supply that had no 
link to the commercial power source and therefore had to be connected to the latter manually. 
 The secondary problem, according to the DOTr, was the power surge that occurred after booting 
up the system which severely affected the air navigation equipment; 

WHEREAS, this incident reflects the vulnerability of our transport system to problems 
which could have been averted with proper planning and maintenance of transport facilities and 
equipment.  Incidents such as overshooting of aircrafts and other issues traceable to the failure of 
air navigation system and airport runway maintenance have also been previously recorded and 
the agencies concerned should consider these dangerous events as signs to take appropriate steps 
and implement programs to provide remedial measures; 
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WHEREAS, our international airports are our gateways to foreign travelers, whether as 
tourists or investors, and thus, present the primary opportunity of the government to assure these 
passengers that their visit to the Philippines is worthwhile; 

WHEREAS, government regulators should be reminded that they perform a critical role 
and hold larger responsibilities in the transport sector and should therefore be made accountable, 
similar to the private sector, when warranted; 

WHEREAS, planning and infrastructure issues are also prevalent in the other modes of 
our public transportation and  should be equally given serious attention noting that the sector is a 
critical component that fuels our economy and plays a very significant role in majority of our 
daily activities; 

WHEREAS, considering the gravity of the problem besetting the civil aviation as well as 
the sectors of  transportation, there is a need to look into the government’s plans and programs, 
and to reevaluate and reassess their readiness and responsiveness to the demands of the industry 
and the needs of the general public, and to avoid the recurrence of incidents that compromise 
economic stability and more importantly, the safety of the riding public; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, to direct the House Committee on 
Transportation or the appropriate House committees to conduct an inquiry in aid of legislation to 
look into the issues and concerns that compromise the delivery of reliable, safe and efficient 
transport services. 

Adopted, 


