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RESOLUTION 

DIRECTING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THROUGH THE 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, TO INVESTIGATE, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, 

THE REPORTED UNPAID COVID-19 PANDEMIC-RELATED BENEFITS 

FOR HEALTH CARE WORKERS, AND TO MANDATE THE IMMEDIATE 

DISTRIBUTION OF SUCH TO ALL HEALTH WORKERS IN PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE FACILITIES 

WHEREAS, according to the Department of Health (DOH), as of May 30, 2022, 

₱15.45 billion was disbursed for the provision of active duty hazard pay (ADHP) and 

special risk allowance (SRA) to health care workers. From September 15 to December 

19, 2020, only 390,662 and 315,652 health care workers received AHDP and SRA, 

respectively.  Meanwhile, 505,583 health care workers received SRA from December 

20, 2020 to June 30, 2021; 

WHEREAS, as of March 30, 2022 only ₱8.89 billion of the ₱11.11 billion allotted for 

the provision of SRA to health care workers was disbursed.  Only 540,068 health care 

workers received their benefit.  Furthermore, for Batches 5 and 6, the DOH had paid 

the SRA of 43,802 health care workers or 69.43% of the intended beneficiaries; 

WHEREAS, a total of ₱1.23 billion from the Bayanihan funds was disbursed for the 

provision of meals, accommodation and transportation allowance (MAT) of 103,413 

health care workers (Batch 1).  Meanwhile, ₱1.37 billion from the Contingent Fund of 

the Office of the President was disbursed for the provision of MAT of 391,518  health 

care workers or 92.77% of the intended beneficiaries; 
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WHEREAS, for Batches 4 and 5, the DOH only disbursed 87.99% and 72.59% of the 

₱274.29 million and ₱100.50 million allocated for the provision of MAT for health care 

workers.  The disbursement rates are relatively lower compared to Batches 2 and 3 with 

95.61% and 97.48% disbursement rate, respectively; 

 

WHEREAS, the DOH disbursed ₱16.27 million life insurance to some 32,281 health 

care workers; 

 

WHEREAS, as of May 27, 2022, only ₱2.2 billion or 40.04% of the ₱5.49-billion 

allotted budget for the provision of One COVID-19 Allowance (OCA) to health care 

workers.  Moreover, only 193,843 of the 388,843 estimated total number of health care 

workers were provided with OCA.  Region IV-B (13.89%) and Region XII (14.78%) 

have the lowest disbursement rate among the regions.  BARMM received a ₱50 million 

allotment despite there is zero estimated number of health workers; 

 

WHEREAS, only 51,278 health care workers were granted COVID-19 Sickness and 

Death Compensation.  However, this is less than half of the recorded health workers 

who are infected with COVID-19. The breakdown is as follows: 

 

Cases 
No. of health workers 

infected with COVID-19 

No. of claims 

granted 
Amount disbursed 

Death 371 281 ₱281,000,000 

Severe/Critical 958 697 ₱69,700,000 

Mild/Moderate 104,390 50,300 ₱754,000,000 

TOTAL 105,719 51,278 ₱1,105,200,000 

 

WHEREAS, the DOH denied the application/claims of 511 medical personnel/allied 

medical and 1,096 administrative support/office staff, who are infected with COVID-

19; 

 

WHEREAS, based on the online survey of Filipino Nurses’ United, of the 216 health 

workers (72% nurses) from public and private sectors, 61% are assigned in COVID 

areas but 65% of the respondents did not get the SRA from September 15 to December 

19, 2020. Meanwhile, 88% of the respondents did not get their SRA from December 

20, 2020 to June 30, 2021; 

 

WHEREAS, according to the Alliance of Health Workers, several public hospital 

workers received only partial benefits. Most of them have not received MAT, SRA and 

ADHP for January 2021 to June 2021. Some health workers who contracted COVID-

19, especially those with mild symptoms, were not given SRA and MAT. many more 

have not received ADHP. Worse, contractual health workers were not given ADHP and 

SRA; 



 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2022, several health care workers in healthcare institutions 

classified as government-owned and controlled corporations protested to call on the 

DOH to immediately provide and distribute the OCA to workers;1 

 

WHEREAS, health workers also decry the lack of clear guidelines in the release of the 

said benefits. In many hospitals, despite employees being exposed to the same 

hazardous working conditions, only those directly assigned in COVID wards received 

the SRA. While in other hospitals, the amount of SRA was computed as to the number 

of minutes/hours a health worker has been exposed to the COVID patient instead of the 

number of days based on Administrative Order 42, s. 2021; 

 

WHEREAS, during the budget briefing of the DOH last September 12, 2022, Health 

officer-in-charge Maria Rosario Vergeire said that there is still unfunded P65 billion to 

pay the arrears to the health workers from 2021 to 2022; 

 

WHEREAS, the DOH requested from the DBM for additional funds amounting to 

P1.045 billion for the SRA of some 55,844 health workers. Director Sofia Yanto-Abad 

said that the DBM had already identified the potential budget source to cover the request 

from the DOH. However, the agency is still evaluating the propriety of the claims; 

 

WHEREAS, on October 4, 2022, Health OIC Vergeire said they wrote twice to the 

Department of Budget and Management (DBM), last Sept. 6 and 9, for the disbursement 

of the allowance of health workers. However, it is only on October 3 and 5, the DBM 

released P1 billion and P11.5 billion, respectively, for the benefits of the health 

workers;2 

 

WHEREAS, the P1-billion budget will cover the payment of benefits and allowances 

of health workers for the period of September 2020 to June 2021 for 55,211 health 

workers3 

 

WHEREAS, the P11.5-billion budget will cover the payment of OCA of some 

1,617,660 public and private health care and non-health care workers who were not able 

to claim their allowances from January to June 2022; 

 

WHEREAS, as of November 16, 2022, health workers are yet to receive their unpaid 

Health Emergency Allowance. According to the DOH, they already sent a letter last 

                                                
1 Lalu, Gabriel Pabico. “Health workers from GOCC-hospitals complain about delayed COVID-19 

allowance.” Inquirer, 12 August 2022. https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1645763/health-workers-from-
gocc-hospitals-complain-about-delayed-covid-allowance  
2 Bonquin, Carolyn. “DOH: DBM releases additional ₱11.5 billion for health workers' benefits.” CNN 
Philippines, 5 October 2022. https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/10/5/DOH-DBM-releases-
additional-11.5-billion-for-health-workers.html  
3 Bonquin, Carolyn. “DBM to release funds for health workers.” CNN Philippines, 3 October 2022. 
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/10/3/doh-dbm-health-workers-benefits.html  
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November 8 to the DBM requesting for an additional ₱27 billion to cover the remaining 

months of the year;4  

WHEREAS, the health care workers are risking their own lives and safety to provide 

the needed health services to the Filipinos. They deserve all the protection and support 

they need. The neglect of the welfare of health care workers is unjust and unforgivable 

amid the COVID-19 pandemic and public health emergency. Such neglect should not 

be allowed as these not only put the health care workers in unnecessary physical, mental 

and financial hardships, it also negatively affects the health services for our people; 

WHEREAS, as duly-elected representatives of the people, there is an urgent need for 

Congress to investigate the delays and non-distribution of mandated health worker 

benefits and urge the immediate release of such with clear and standardized guidelines 

to all health workers in public and private health facilities, regardless of status of 

employment and area of assignment. Urgent and timely intervention is necessary to 

support, protect and retain our health care workers and prevent the collapse of our health 

care system. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives, through 

the Committee on Health, investigate, in aid of legislation, the reported unpaid COVID-

19 pandemic-related benefits for health care workers, and to mandate the immediate 

distribution of such to all health workers in public and private facilities. 

Adopted, 

________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 

4 De Vera, Analou. “DOH seeking P27 billion for health workers’ Covid-19 emergency allowance.” 
Manila Bulletin, 16, November 2022. https://mb.com.ph/2022/11/16/doh-seeking-p27-billion-for-
health-workers-covid-19-emergency-allowance/  
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