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RESOLUTION URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO INCLUDE IN THE PHILIPPINE HEALTH 
FACILITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (PHFDP) FOR 2020 – 2040 MACRO PLAN FOR THE COUNTRY’S 

GOVERNMENT HEALTH FACILITIES THE MEDICAL SPECIALTY FOR EAR, NOSE AND THROAT 
(ENT) AS ONE OF THE SPECIALTY CENTERS FOR MEDICAL SPECIALTIES THAT WILL SERVE AS 
APEX OR END-REFERRAL HOSPITALS OF THE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER NETWORKS (HCPNs) 

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 11223 otherwise known as “The Universal Health Care (UHC) 
Act of 2019” aims to ensure that all Filipinos are guaranteed equitable access to quality and 
affordable health care goods and services and are protected against financial risk. 

WHEREAS, As mandated by the Universal Health Care (UHC) Act of 2019, health care provider 
networks (HCPNs) shall be established by the Department of Health (DOH) to ensure effective 
and efficient delivery of population-based and individual-based health services. HCPNs shall 
efficiently deliver coordinated and continuous health care from primary to tertiary level with 
linkages to an apex or end-referral hospital and other facilities providing specialized services 
needed by its catchment population. 

WHEREAS, the Philippine Health Facility Development Plan (PHFDP) 2020-2040 as the macro plan 
for the country’s government health facilities shall guide national upgrading allocation for health 
facility development and investment. Under the PHFDP, Department of Health (DOH) hospitals 
shall be upgraded to become Specialty Centers for one or more of the sixteen (16) medical 
specialties and shall serve as the apex or end-referral hospitals of the HCPNs. These sixteen (16) 
specialties, Brain and Spine Care, Burn Care, Cancer Care, Cardiovascular Care, Dermatology Care, 
Eye Care, Geriatric Care, Infectious Disease and Tropical Medicine, Lung Care, Mental Health, 
Neonatal Care, Orthopedic Care, Physical Rehabilitation Medicine, Renal Care and Kidney 
Transplant, Toxicology, and Trauma Care – were selected by DOH based on the country’s top 
burden of disease, existing laws and mandates, and special needs. 

WHEREAS, Otorhinolaryngology – head and neck surgery (ORL-HNS) is the medical specialty that 
deals with disorders and conditions of the ear, nose, and throat (ENT) region, and related areas 
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of the head and neck. ENT specialists are trained to manage diseases of ear, nasal area and throat, 
including tumors, trauma, and deformities of the head, neck, and face. ENT specialists can 
perform very wide range of endoscopic diagnostic as well as endoscopic surgical procedure 
including maxillofacial trauma, cosmetic, cancer removal and reconstructive surgery in these 
areas. They can also manage problems with the nerves in the head and neck, smelling, hearing, 
dizziness and balance, and facial movements 

WHEREAS, ENT's conduct surgery and treat many different medical conditions. To wit: An ear 
condition, such as an infection, hearing loss and cochlear implantation, or trouble with dizziness 
and balance. Nose and nasal issues like allergies, sinusitis, or growths. Throat problems 
like tonsillitis, difficulty swallowing, and voice issues. Sleep trouble like snoring or obstructive 
sleep apnea, in which your airway is narrow or blocked and it interrupts your breathing while you 
sleep. Infections or tumors (benign or carcinomatous) of your head or neck.  

WHEREAS, Otorhinolaryngology as a highly specialized field in the study of medicine has a 
plethora of sub-specialties like: Otology-Neurootology, Rhinology, Audiology, Laryngology-
Broncho- Esophagology, Hearing and Dizziness, Sleep Medicine, Head and Neck Surgery, 
Maxillofacial Plastic. Apart from these sub-specialties, Otorhinolaryngology is an essentially an 
instrument dependent field of medicine. It requires different sets of diagnostic and surgical 
instruments to perform complex and intricate medical procedures like stroboscopy and 
mastoidectomy. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the members of the House 
of Representatives strongly urge the Department of Health (DOH) to amend Department Order 
0001 series of 2022 to include Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) Head Neck Surgery (HNS) as one of the 
Specialty Centers for medical specialties that shall serve as the apex or end-referral hospitals of 
the Health Care Provider Networks (HCPNs). 

Adopted, 

PETER B. MIGUEL 
Representative 

Second District of South Cotabato 


