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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. _____ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduced by  

ACT Teachers Party-List Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO,  

GABRIELA Women’s Party Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS,  

and KABATAAN Party-List Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RESOLUTION 

URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO CONDUCT AN 

INQUIRY IN AID OF LEGISLATION INTO THE 123 AGREEMENT OR THE 

NUCLEAR ENERGY COOPERATION DEAL WITH THE UNITED STATES, 

IN LIGHT OF THE HIGH THREATS POSED TO THE HEALTH AND 

SAFETY OF FILIPINOS AND OUR ENVIRONMENT BY EXPERIMENTAL 

NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY 

WHEREAS, during her visit to the Philippines, United States Vice President Kamala 

Harris announced that the US and Philippine governments have launched the “123 

Agreement negotiations for civil nuclear energy cooperation”; 

WHEREAS, a fact sheet released by the US Embassy states that “Once in force, this 

agreement will provide the legal basis for US exports of nuclear equipment and material 

to the Philippines.”  It added that the plans include “deploying advanced nuclear reactor 

technology as quickly as safety and security conditions permit”;  

WHEREAS, although the stated purpose of the 123 Agreement is “to meet the 

Philippines’ dire baseload power needs,” much of the nuclear technology that the US 

currently has for “transitioning” and “expansion” is still at the experimental stage; 
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WHEREAS, nuclear power technology, including experimental nuclear microreactors, 

are also considered “dual-use technology,” or technology which, though developed and 

first applied for civilian use, have the possibility for military use.  This is because many 

aspects of a nuclear power program (such as every step in the fuel chain or the materials 

employed or produced) can be diverted—and have been diverted, in fact—to make 

nuclear weapons.  Bringing into the country experimental nuclear microreactors, though 

ostensibly to address power supply issues, therefore unavoidably increases the 

possibility of the Philippines playing host to the development and use of atomic bombs; 

 

WHEREAS, the most immediate and significant for the US is “Project Pele,” which 

contemplates building an advanced mobile nuclear microreactor prototype at the Idaho 

National Laboratory.  According to the April 13, 2022 press release of the US 

Department of Defense (DoD) and its project manager Jeff Waksman, Project Pele has 

military objectives as well as commercial:  “Advanced nuclear power has the potential 

to be a strategic game-changer for the United States, both for the DoD and for the 

commercial sector”; 

 

WHEREAS, the reactor designs are “High-Temperature Gas Reactor using High-

Assay Low Enriched Uranium (HALEU) Tristructural Isotropic (TRISO) fuel.”  The 

US DoD added, “For [the technology] to be adopted, it must first be successfully 

demonstrated under real world operating conditions,” and the agency will decide on the 

transitioning and operational use “at a future date”; 

 

WHEREAS, Pele is the same Project and the same technology assessed by Nuclear 

Proliferation Prevention Project (NPPP) as “unsafe and economically unsound.”  The 

University of Texas nuclear disarmament (ND) advocacy group also said that a missile 

strike on such a reactor in the battlefield or wherever it is prepositioned or forward 

deployed can spew the radioactive fuel and expose thousands to contamination.  

Hundreds of kilograms of irradiated fuel from the reactor to make “radiological dirty 

bombs”; 

 

WHEREAS, President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. has made clear his administration’s plans 

to adopt nuclear power, which includes the revival of the mothballed, expensive yet 

hazard-riddled Bataan Nuclear Power Plant.  He has also made clear, his plans to 

escalate the implementation of the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) 

and its so-called Agreed Locations (ALs), the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT), and the 

Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA).  Such plans are in line with those of the US, 

according to the White House’s fact sheet; 

 

WHEREAS, this means that the “real world operating conditions” for Project Pele and 
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“deploying advanced nuclear reactor technology” could be on Philippine soil and with 

Filipinos in proximity, as guinea pigs; 

 

WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution expressly forbids the storage, installation, and use 

of nuclear weapons, when it declares in Section 8 of Article II that “The Philippines, 

consistent with the national interest, adopts and pursues a policy of freedom from 

nuclear weapons in its territory”; 

 

WHEREAS, this constitutional prohibition is magnified by the obligations of the 

Philippines under international law, as we have also ratified the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW, on 19 May 2021).  Pursuant to its Article 2, 

the country has declared before the entire international community (1) that it does not 

own, possess, or control nuclear weapons or related facilities, (2) that it has never done 

so, and (3) that it does not host any other state’s nuclear weapons or related facilities on 

its territory; 

 

WHEREAS, both our fundamental law and international law contemplate not just the 

actual nuclear warheads, pellets, and their delivery vehicles but also all materials, 

facilities, and infrastructure related to or necessary for their development, production, 

and testing—including mobile nuclear microreactors—given that the eventual goal of 

the Constitution and international law is the “total elimination” of nuclear weapons and 

nuclear war; 

 

WHEREAS, given the high threats posed to the health and safety of Filipinos and our 

environment by experimental nuclear technology, it is therefore urgent that Congress 

and the Filipino people are clued in on the proposed terms and conditions and other 

details of the said 123 Agreement.  Being informed of the same only when the deal has 

been sealed and about to be implemented will be much too little, much too late.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives 

conduct an inquiry in aid of legislation into the 123 agreement or the nuclear energy 

cooperation deal with the United States, in light of the high threats posed to the health 

and safety of Filipinos and our environment by experimental nuclear technology. 
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Adopted, 

________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 


