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RESOLUTION

DIRECTING THE HOUSE COMMllTEES ON  BASIC EDUCATION AND CULTURE AND HIGHER AND

TECHNICAL  EDUC.ATION  TO  CONDUCT AN  INQUIRY,  lN  AID  OF  LEGISLATION,  ON  THE  REVIEW

OF THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE  K-12  BASIC  EDUCATION  PROGRAM  WITH  THE  END  VIEW

0F FURTHER STRENGTHENING AND IMPROVING THE PROGRAM

WHEREAS,  the  1987  Philippine  Constitution  puts  special  premium  on  education  and
accords  it  with  the  highest  budgetary  priority  as  provided  under  Article  XIV,  Section  1  which
states that, '`The State shall protect and promote the right of all citizens to quality education at
all  levels", and Article XIV, Section 5(5) which clearly mandates the State to  "assign the highest
budgetary priority for education";

WHEREAS,  in  2013,  Republic  Act  No.  10533,  otherwise  known  as the  ``Enhanced  Basic
Education  Act  of  2013"  /was   passed   into   law  (the   ``K-12   Law"),  which   aimed  to  establish,
maintain  and  support  a  complete,  adequate,  and  integrated  system  of education  relevant to
the needs of the people, the country and society-at-large;

WHEREAS, the  law was enacted to create a functional  basic education system that will
develop  productive  and  responsible  citizens  equipped  with  the  essential  competencies,  skills
and values for both life-long learning and employment;

WHEREAS;   prior  to   K-12  Program,  the  Philippines  had   been   one  of  the  only  three
remaining countries in the world -the other two being Djibouti and Angola -to have a ten (10)
-year basic education  cycle, while  most countries across the globe operate on  a twelve  (12) -

year basic education cyclel;

WHEREAS,   the   K-12   Reform   seeks   to   establish   an   inclusive   and   high-performing
education  system  by lengthening the  compulsory  basic education  cycle to thirteen  (13) years,
covering   kindergarten   until   Grade   12,   as   well   as   decongesting   and   enhancing   the   basic
education curriculum to enable learners to master basic competencies;

WHEREAS, reasons necessitating the passage of K-12 program are  :  1) to decongest the
curriculum to ensure that students comprehend and  master core subjects; 2)  prepare students
for higher education  as  introductory courses that are currently taught at the tertiary level will
be included in the high school curriculum; 3) to prepare the students for the labor market as by
the time they graduate, they are already of legal  age and  equipped with sufficient skills; and 4)
to comply with the global standards especially those who wish to work abroad2;

1  K to 12: The Key to Quality Education? Policy Brief Senate Economic Planning Office June 2011
2  Ibid



WHEREAS, the Senior High School  (SHS) component of the  K to  12  program  is designed
to cover the three possible exits: toward 1) higher education 2) middle-level skills development,
and 3) employment or entrepreneurship;

WHEREAS,  a  2020 study of the  Philippine  Institute for Development Studies shows that
only  a  small  proportion  or a  little  over twenty  percent  (20%)  enter the  labor force  and  more
than  seventy  percent  (70%)  continue  with  their  education  as  attendance  rates  in  the  next
higher level  is rising through the quarters which  indicates that entering the  labor market is not
a popular destination for SHS graduates3;

WHEREAS, there are several factors that played a great role in the variance of the result
such  as  households  with  high  socio-economic  status  having  a  lower  probability  of early  entry
into the labor market4;

WHEREAS,  estimates  show  that  once  in  the  labor  market,  the  results  are  mixed  and
does  not  show  clear  advantage  or  disadvantage  compared  to  their  peers.  The  comparisons
show that Grade  12 completers do  not cleanly show better labor market outcomes compared
to Grade 10 completers. S'imilarly, seco.nd-year college completers do not show cleanly superior
labor market outcomes compared to SHS graduates;

WHEREAS, the evaluation of the implementation  of the  K-12  program  revealed several
administrative  concerns  that  hindered  the  country's  mooth  transition  to   K-12,  such   as   1)
inadequate preparations for K-12 program  due to CHED's lack of time to prepare for transition
as the program was initially seen to be implemented by the Department of Education; 2) lack of
absorptive  capacity  of  CHED  as  no  permanent  CHED  staff  was  also  added  to  offices  highly
involved  in  the  program;  3)  underdeveloped  internal  systems;  4)  slow  internal  administrative

processes;    5)    inadequate    monitoring    mechanism    6)    unclear    interoffice    administrative
procedures and poor coordination and absence of feedback mechanisms5;

WHEREAS,   it  is   recommended  to   re-examine  the  employment  and   entrepreneurial
objectives of the SHS program and craft a more nuanced view of these objectives;

WHEREAS, there  is  a  need to  re-examine the work  preparation  component  in the SHS
curriculum with the objective of improving labor market performance of SHS graduates;

WHEREAS, since there  is  no  clear advantage  nor disadvantage of the SHS graduates,  a
re-examination of the work preparation component in the SHS curriculum with the objective of
improving labor market performance of SHS graduates must be done;

WHEREAS,   given   the   lack  of  clear   labor   market   advantage   of  SHS   over  Grade   10
completers,  there  is  a  need  to  look  into  the  dissemination  of  information  to  the  employers
about the competency of SHS graduates in the labor market and to find the right niche for SHS

graduates in the labor market;

WHEREAS,  a  comprehensive  review  and  analysis  is  needed  to  identify  the  issues  and

problems  besetting  the  implementation  of  the  K-12  program  in  order  to  craft  appropriate
remedial legislation;

3 0n the Employability of the Senior High School Graduates: Evidence from the Labor Force Survey, Orbeta

Aniceto Jr, December 2020
4  Ibid

5 A process evaluation if K to  12 Program, PIDS Policy Notes 2018, October 2018



NOW,   THEREFORE,   BE   IT   RESOLVED,   as   it   is   hereby   resolved,   that   the   House   of
Representatives conduct an inquiry in aid of legislation on the status of implementation of the K
to 12 Program to further strengthen and improve the program. _-

Keith Micah ``Atty. Mike" D.L. Tan
4th District, Quezon


