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RESOLUTION  
URGING THE APPROPRIATE HOUSE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT A JOINT INQUIRY, IN AID 
OF LEGISLATION, ON THE OPERATIONS OF PHILIPPINE OFFSHORE GAMING OPERATORS 

(POGO) AND ITS SERVICE PROVIDERS IN THE COUNTRY IN LIGHT OF THE RECENT 
CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING THE COSTS AND GAINS FROM ITS OPERATIONS 

WHEREAS, the recent controversies surrounding the Philippine offshore gaming industry has 
created divided views among stakeholders, ranging from calls for change in the existing policy 
and law enforcement, to the ban of the entire industry. 

WHEREAS, the Motu Proprio Inquiry conducted by the House Committee on Labor and 
Employment last 19 October 2022 brought the different sentiments of the involved parties to 
light: 

• NEDA estimates showed that during the peak of the POGO industry in 2019, it
contributed P53.1 billion to the economy which translated to 0.3% of GDP. It further
conveyed that POGO generated a net cost to the economy considering its negative
effect on tourism

• DOF has reported that tax collection has declined sharply in 2021, due to the
formalization of the sector and the country’s new tax policy. It estimated that the
country would lose around P64.61 billion direct economic contributions or about 0.3%
of GDP should the industry discontinue operations

• DOLE stated that it is ready to provide protection to Filipino POGO workers and has
adjustment measures and other programs in place that can benefit displaced POGO
employees and their families

• The testimony of both the Association of Service Providers and POGO (ASPAP) and
POGO workers assert that the industry should be allowed to continue operations given
its potential to go back to its pre-pandemic levels and the competitive compensation
it gives to its workers

WHEREAS, the same inquiry by the Committee also uncovered that there is further need to 
look at the issue in other aspects through the lens of sectors who were not present during the 
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initial meeting in order to carefully weigh the impact of actions or measures taken to address 
the issue on POGO.  

WHEREAS, the crucial choice facing the government is whether to regulate or eradicate POGO 
to help the economy, and that the analysis in a joint inquiry may underpin the costs and 
benefits using an all-sector consultation.     

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS HEREBY RESOLVED by the House of Representatives 
accordingly urge all appropriate Committees to conduct an inquiry in aid of legislation, on the 
operations of POGO and its service providers in the country considering the recent 
controversies surrounding the costs and gains from its operations. 

JUAN FIDEL FELIPE F. NOGRALES 
Representative, 4th District of Rizal 


