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RESOLUTION 

DIRECTING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THROUGH THE 

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS, TO INVESTIGATE, IN AID OF 

LEGISLATION, THE CONDUCT OF POLICE VISITS TO THE PRIVATE 

RESIDENCES OF JOURNALISTS AND THE INFRINGEMENT OF THEIR 

RIGHT TO PRIVACY, AS WELL AS THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION OF 

THE PEOPLE, AMONG OTHERS 

WHEREAS, last October 15, 2022, a television reporter reported that he was visited 

by an individual who claimed to be a police officer in plain clothes in his private 

residence. The individual showed an identification card and said that they are ordered 

to check for any threats against journalists. After the inquiring about his safety, the 

police officer asked if he can take a picture of the journalist for documentation, which 

was politely declined; 

WHEREAS, the reporter inquired to Marikina Mayor Marcy Teodoro about the 

conduct of such police visits to the residences of journalists. Allegedly, the Philippine 

National Police (PNP) did not coordinate with the local government unit. Mayor 

Teodoro immediately called the local police chief to stop such home visits; 

WHEREAS, on October 5, 2022, allegedly, the police visited a journalist at their house 

but were not able to meet him. After which, he was receiving calls from the police 

inviting him to the headquarters for a dialogue between the police and media. According 

to him, his number was obtained from the barangay;1 

1 Bolledo, Jairo. “To secure Metro journalists, police visit their houses, ask their contacts.” 

Rappler, 15 October 2022. https://www.rappler.com/nation/national-news/police-visit-

journalists-houses-ask-contacts-secure-them/  
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WHEREAS, in a statement, NCRPO chief BGen Jonnel Estomo admitted the PNP’s 

hand in the visit, citing the pretext that it was their “gesture to know if there are threats 

on (sic) their lives and of their families in order to assess the security assistance that we 

have to accord to them,” following the murder of radio journalist and broadcaster 

Percival Mabasa. He also apologized for the undue alarm and fear caused by the 

incident. According to the statement, NCRPO chief BGen Estomo already ordered all 

commanders from District Directors down to the Chiefs of Police and Station 

Commanders to stop and refrain from doing the same;2 

 

WHEREAS, the National Union of Journalists of the Philippines said that while the 

NCRPO’s statement that they would reach out to journalists in the wake of the murder 

of Percy Lapid is welcome and encouraging, they are concerned at reports of police 

officers visiting colleagues in their homes and without proper coordination. The NUJP 

said that “assuming good faith, these meetings and dialogues are best done through 

newsrooms or through the various press corps, press clubs, and journalists’s 

organizations in the capital”; 

 

WHEREAS, also “visited” in their homes and workplaces were veteran broadcasters 

David Oro and Noel Alamar, and reporters Lourdes Escaros, Adrian Ayalin and JP 

Soriano; 

 

WHEREAS, there is a violation of the right to privacy of the journalists against 

unauthorized or illegal access to and disclosure and use of their personal information. 

Section 12 of Republic Act 10173 or the Data Privacy Act of 2012 specified the 

conditions that should be met so that the personal information of an individual can be 

processed. Meanwhile, Section 16 stated that it is the right of the data subject to be 

informed whether personal pertaining to him or her shall be, are being or have been 

processed; 

 

WHEREAS, these so-called house visits, occurring in the context of other threats and 

attacks against journalists (17 in the past three months, per NUJP’s count), have the 

effect of increasing, without due cause and process, police presence near journalists and 

produce rife opportunities for surveillance on them, thereby casting a shadow of unease, 

if not fear, upon their vital duties in the delivery of information to the public; 

 

WHEREAS, this incident is not the first time wherein the personal information of 

private individuals are being illegally accessed and used by the police and military. In 

several similar instances, activists, opposition, and critics of the government were 

subjected to profiling and harassment; 

 

                                                
2 PIO NCRPO. “Statement of PBGEN JONNEL C ESTOMO ARD, NCRPO re: Media Visit 

of PNP Personnel.” Philippine National Police website, 15 October 2022. 

https://ncrpo.pnp.gov.ph/2022/10/15/statement-of-pbgen-jonnel-c-estomo-ard-ncrpo-re-

media-visit-of-pnp-personnel/  
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WHEREAS, last December 2018, PNP agents visited the homes of teachers, asking for 

list of names of teachers who are members of or affiliated with ACT, along with their 

personal information; 

WHEREAS, in April 2021, the ACT Teachers Party-List and the Alliance of 

Concerned Teachers received reports from several regions of a new round of 

intelligence gathering or profiling against public teachers by the Department of 

Education. The public school teachers have been asked by their Division Offices to 

provide the number of ACT members in their area; 

WHEREAS, Alexander Macario, the Assistant Secretary for Public Safety and Security 

of the Department of the Interior and Local Government, issued a memorandum dated 

March 10, 2021, addressed to all DILG Regional Directors and Regional BARMM 

Secretary, to investigate and submit the list of members of COURAGE in their 

department. The memorandum alleged that COURAGE and Alliance of Concerned 

Teachers (ACT) to be “Communist Terrorist Group (CTG) front organizations”; 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2021, Calbayog City Police Intelligence Chief Lieutenant 

Fernando G. Calabria Jr. wrote a letter requiring the Clerk of Court of Calbayog City to 

submit names of lawyers who represent individuals facing trumped-up charges of being 

communist rebels. Calabria claimed the list is in “compliance from higher PNP offices.” 

His letter is accompanied by a table of the lawyer’s name, affiliation, client, case filed, 

status and “mode of neutralization”; 

WHEREAS, as the body comprised of representatives of the people, Congress should 

investigate and protect the Filipinos against the infringement of their right to privacy. 

The practice of profiling and granting illegal access to and disclosure and use of the 

personal information of the people to unauthorized individuals and entities poses fear 

and threat to their lives and safety. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives 

investigate, in aid of legislation, the conduct of police visits to the private residences of 

journalists and the infringement of their right to privacy, as well as the right to 

information of the people, among others. 

Adopted, 

________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 




