
Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
First Regular Session 

House Resolution No. ______ 

Introduced by Hon. MARVIN C. RILLO 
Representative, Fourth District, Quezon City 

RESOLUTION URGING THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO THE 
UNSUCCESSFUL NATIONAL RABIES PREVENTION AND 

CONTROL PROGRAM (NRPCP), AND TO RECOMMEND 
STRONGER REMEDIAL MEASURES TO FINALLY ELIMINATE 

HUMAN DEATHS FROM RABIES 

WHEREAS, rabies is a viral infection of the nervous system that mainly affects 

carnivores and bats, but it can affect any other mammal, including humans. If 
left untreated, this rabies virus causes sudden, progressive inflammation in the 

brain and spinal cord, and ultimately, death;1  

WHEREAS, rabies is a fatal disease in developing countries where animal 
immunization and control of dogs are inadequate. It is most often transmitted to 
humans after a transdermal bite or scratch by an infected animal, mostly dogs, 

and usually via saliva;2 

WHEREAS, the ages of the fatalities this year due to rabies ranged from three 
(3) years old to eight-seven (87) years old. According to the World Health

Organization, “once clinical symptoms appear in humans, rabies is virtually 100
percent fatal”;

WHEREAS, rabies is a 100 percent vaccine-preventable viral disease most often 
transmitted to humans after a transdermal bite or scratch by an infected animal, 

mostly dogs, and usually via saliva; 

WHEREAS, rabies remains a significant public health problem in the country 
and around the world because the disease is one of the most acutely fatal 
infections; 

WHEREAS, Congress passed Republic Act No. 9482, or the Anti-Rabies Law of 

2007, to control, prevent the spread of, and eventually eradicate human and 
animal rabies, and to promote responsible pet ownership; 

WHEREAS, rabies is a 100 percent vaccine-preventable viral disease. Hence, 
through the foregoing Act, the National Rabies Prevention and Control Program 

1 https://www.msdvetmanual.com/dog-owners/brain,-spinal-cord,-and-nerve-disorders-of-dogs/rabies-in-
dogs#:~:text=Rabies%20is%20a%20viral%20infection,the%20brain%20and%20spinal%20cord. 
2 DOH Administrative Order No. 2018-0013 
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(NRPCP) under a multi-agency and multi-sectoral committee led by the 
Department of Health and the Department of Agriculture was established; 

WHEREAS, Congress has been allocating P500 million in new appropriations 

every year to the NRPCP to fund its program of eliminating rabies by 2020 and, 
thereby, declaring the Philippines rabies-free by 2022; 

WHEREAS, rabies remains a significant public health problem in the 
Philippines. According to the Department of Health (DOH), from January 1 to 

September 3, 2022, a total of 248 Filipinos died of rabies or an increase of up 23 
percent from the 202 fatalities reported for the same period in 2021;  

WHEREAS, these data show that the NRPCP is nowhere near achieving its goal 

of eliminating human rabies, and the Philippines is nowhere near declaring itself 
rabies-free in 2022; 

WHEREAS, the rapid growth of pet ownership in the country, if not matched by 
stronger rabies prevention and control measures, could threaten in a bigger way 

the health and safety of Filipinos, especially children and senior citizens, in the 
years ahead; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, for the House Committee on H ealth to 
conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, into the apparent failure of the NRPCP, 

with a view to recommending tougher corrective measures to finally eliminate 
human deaths from rabies in the country. 

Adopted. 

 MARVIN C. RILLO 
 Representative 

 4th District, Quezon City 


