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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. _____ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduced by  

ACT Teachers Party-List Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO,  

GABRIELA Women’s Party Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS,  

and KABATAAN Party-List Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RESOLUTION 

CONDEMNING IN THE STRONGEST TERMS THE FILING OF CHARGES 

OF ALLEGED TERRORISM FINANCING AGAINST NUNS AND STAFF OF 

THE RURAL MISSIONARIES OF THE PHILIPPINES (RMP) 

WHEREAS, on August 15, 2022, the Department of Justice (DOJ) filed a trumped-up 

charge of terrorism financing before the Iligan City Regional Trial Court against sixteen 

(16) persons, including four (4) nuns affiliated with the Rural Missionaries of the

Philippines (RMP).  The case is based on the alleged violation of Section 8(ii) of

Republic Act 10168 or the Terrorism Financing Prevention and Suppression Act, with

the DOJ claiming, in the main, that the respondents have links Communist Party of the

Philippines and the New People’s Army (CPP-NPA);

WHEREAS, according to DOJ spokesperson Jose Dominic Clavano, the charge was 

filed after a preliminary investigation was conducted by a panel of prosecutors from the 

DOJ based on complaints filed by the Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC). The 

said complaint was reportedly based on sworn statements of two self-proclaimed former 

members of the CPP and NPA and a review of the bank accounts of the RMP;  

WHEREAS, the nuns charged are Sister Emma Teresita E. Cupin, Sr. Susan M. 

Dejolde, Sr. Augustina C. Juntilla, Sr. Mary Jane C. Caspillo.  The twelve (12) other 

individuals were Ma. Fatima Napoles Somogod, Melissa Amado Comiso, Atty. Czarina 

Golda Selim Musni, Maridel Solomon Fano, Jhona Ignilan Stokes, Hanelyn Caibigan 

Cespedes, Angelie Z. Magdua, Emilio Gabales, Mary Louise Dumas, Aileen Manipol 

Villarosa, Evelyn Lumapas Naguio, and Aldeem Abroguena Yanez; 

WHEREAS, the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines is a church-based, inter-
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congregational, and inter-diocesan national organization, comprised of priests and lay 

persons.  The group aims to empower farmers, fisherfolk, and indigenous peoples, and 

educate them on their rights.  Founded on August 15, 1969, it is one of the Mission 

Partners of the Association of Major Religious Superiors in the Philippines (AMRSP); 

WHEREAS, the charge filed against the RMP was met with widespread condemnation 

by religious groups, law groups, and cause-oriented organizations.  Since its founding 

in 1969, the RMP has a track record of providing support and services to the poor, 

especially to far-flung communities of indigenous peoples, peasants, and farm workers.  

The Moro-Christian Peoples’ Alliance (MCPA) condemned the filing of charges, 

stating that it puts the lives of nuns and development workers in grave danger and 

exposes them, on the strength of mere suspicion and unfounded allegations, to attacks 

and rights violations by the military and police.  The MCPA recognized the RMP as 

one of the non-government organizations that immediately responded to the needs of 

evacuees in Marawi City after the Marawi siege in 2017, continuously initiating relief 

missions, medical missions, and psychosocial services for victims of airstrikes and 

natural disasters; 

WHEREAS, in a statement, the Union of Peoples’ Lawyers in Mindanao said the 

dangerous accusation is aimed at suppressing and harassing human rights defenders, 

further citing that projects of the RMP had gone through rigorous processes of selection, 

monitoring, and auditing by its respective donors, such as the European Union and the 

United Nations;   

WHEREAS, even before the charge of alleged terrorism financing, the RMP has been 

the target of multiple cases of red-tagging, vilification, and different forms of judicial 

harassment under the Duterte administration.  In December 2019, the AMLC froze three 

(3) assets in the name of RMP.  The freezing then expanded to several other bank

accounts despite the fact that these were not included in the freeze order issued under

the AMLC Resolution No. TF-18 dated December 26, 2019, and without proof that the

accounts were related or materially linked to the three (3) main accounts subjected to

the freeze order.  Also, in December 2019, former RMP national coordinator Sr. Elenita

Belardo, 83 years old, was charged with perjury after a complaint by former National

Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon, Jr. On September 22, 2020, the legal counsel

of the RMP received a copy of the Petition for Civil Forfeiture with an application for

a Provisional Asset Preservation Order filed by the AMLC against the respondents.

This was granted on October 8, 2020.  In June 2022, using the Anti-Terror Law, former

National Security Adviser Esperon further ordered the National Telecommunications

Commission (NTC) to block access to twenty-eight (28) websites, including the website

of the RMP, again based on mere allegations of affiliation with terrorists or terrorist

groups.  Over the past years, RMP members have also been charged with various crimes

including arson, kidnapping, robbery, and frustrated murder;

WHEREAS, among those charged is Atty. Czarina Golda Musni, a human rights 

lawyer from Mindanao who is known for her work with the Lumad and national 

minorities.  She is a member of the National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers (NUPL).  In 
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February 2019, due to her staunch human rights advocacy, Atty. Musni was tagged as 

a “terrorist” in materials disseminated through media and social media networks.  Also, 

among those charged is Aldeem Yanez, former national youth president of the Iglesia 

Filipina Independiente (IFI), former Vice-Chairperson of the National Council of 

Churches in the Philippines, and volunteer of the Philippine Ecumenical Peace Platform 

and the IFI’s Visayas-Mindanao Regional Office for Development.  He was arrested on 

April 12, 2022, and detained after authorities allegedly seized guns and explosives after 

an early morning raid;   

WHEREAS, the weaponization of the law against human rights defenders and 

humanitarian workers serving poor and marginalized communities is alarming and 

highly condemnable.  The charge is only the latest among a series of state-backed 

vilification, red-tagging, and harassment.  It not only exposes the accused to intensified 

attacks and harassment based on mere suspicion but also interferes with the mandate of 

the RMP to provide much-needed assistance to vulnerable communities.  The charges 

against RMP serve to silence and intimidate the organization and other religious and 

humanitarian groups seeking to deliver urgently-needed support to poor and far-flung 

communities;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives, through 

the Committee on Human Rights, issue condemnation on the filing of charges of alleged 

terrorism financing against nuns and staff of the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines. 

Adopted, 

________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 


