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House Resolution No. _____ 

Introduced by CIBAC Party-List Representative 
HON. EDUARDO “BRO. EDDIE” C. VILLANUEVA 

A RESOLUTION 

MANDATING THE PROVISION OF FILIPINO SIGN LANGAUAGE INSETS 

IN ALL FUNCTIONS AND EVENTS OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES BEING LIVESTREAMED ONLINE OR 

BROADCASTED VIA TELEVISION 

WHEREAS, in September 2015, the Philippine signed and became 

a party state to the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 70/1 

which laid down “Agenda 2030” – more commonly known as the “17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) –  a collection of universal goals, 

targets and indicators expected to be pursued by its member states in 

order to end poverty in any of its form by 2030; 

WHEREAS, one of the 17 SDGs contained in Agenda 2030 – Goal 

16, to be particular – is the promotion of peace, justice and strong 

institutions in member countries; 

WHEREAS, one of the sub-goals of Goal 16 is to ensure 

responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at 

all levels which can be measured by the “proportion of population who 
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believe decision-making is inclusive and responsive, by sex, age, 

disability and population group;”1 

WHEREAS, one of the ways by which we can make political 

decision-making in the country inclusive, participatory and 

accommodating even of the Persons With Disability (PWD) sector, 

particularly the deaf or those with varying degrees of hearing loss, is by 

making our policymaking institutions – specifically the House of 

Representatives (hereinafter referred to as “HRep”) being one of the 

houses of our bicameral legislature – cognizant and sensitive of their 

needs; 

WHEREAS, there were estimated 121,000 Deaf in the Philippines 

according to the 2000 national census2 while a recent 2020 study found 

out that around 15% or nearly 1 in every 6 Filipinos has moderate or worse 

hearing loss;3 

WHEREAS, due to advances in information communications 

technology, the legislative works in HRep are now becoming more 

accessible to the public because of the livestreaming of its plenary 

sessions, committee hearings and other events through various online, 

internet or social media platforms (e.g. FaceBook, YouTube, Congress 

website, etc.); 

WHEREAS, though the legislative and policymaking processes at 

HRep are now more accessible to the public than ever before, there is still 

room for improvement especially in the context of making the same more 

Deaf-friendly; 

WHEREAS, one of the effective ways to make the immediately 

preceding paragraph operational is to put Filipino Sign Language (FSL) 

insets in plenary sessions, committee hearings or other events of HRep 

being livestreamed online or broadcasted in television; 

1 https://sdg-tracker.org/peace-justice. Accessed on August 23, 2022. 
2 https://www.cnnphilippines.com/life/culture/2018/10/29/Filipino-Sign-Language.html. Accessed on 
August 23, 2022. 
3 https://www.hear-it.org/nearly-one-six-philippines-has-serious-hearing-problems. Accessed on 
August 23, 2022. 
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WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 11106 otherwise known as the 

Filipino Sign Language Law declared FSL as the national sign language 

of the Philippines and shall be recognized, promoted, and supported as 

the medium of official communication in all transactions involving the 

deaf;4 

WHEREAS, providing for FSL insets in all livestreamed or 

broadcasted HRep functions or activities will greatly help in further 

enhancing the involvement and engagement of the Deaf community into 

our national legislative processes; 

WHEREAS, to ensure the institutionalized implementation of this 

Resolution once adopted, a necessary amendment to the existing HRep 

Rules of Procedure effecting the intents of this Resolution can be done; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY 

RESOLVED by the House of Representatives to mandate the provision of 

Filipino Sign Language insets to all of its functions and events being 

livestreamed or broadcasted via television; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the House of Representatives, in its 

recognition, promotion and support of the welfare the Deaf community, 

shall provide free seminars or courses on FSL among its employees or 

within key department/bureau/unit/office to educate them with, at least, 

the basic knowledge and understanding of the same. 

Adopted, 

EDUARDO “BRO. EDDIE” C. VILLANUEVA 

4 Section 3 of Republic Act 11106 or the “Filipino Sign Language Act” 




