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A RESOLUTION URGING THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO STUDY AND ALLOW THE VACCINATION OF 

CHILDREN WITHIN THE AGE GROUP FROM 3 YEARS TO BELOW 5 YEARS OF 

AGE AGAINST SARS-COV-2 AS ONE OF THE MOST VULNERABLE AGE GROUPS, 

AMIDST THE INCREASING NUMBER OF COVID-19 CASES AND THE 

CONTINUOUS THREAT OF NEW COVID-19 SUB-VARIANTS IN THE COUNTRY 

WHEREAS, as of August 8, 2022, the Department of Health reported 27,331 new cases 

of SARS-CoV-2 virus (COVID-19) infections nationwide with a daily average of 3,904 which is 

13% higher than the average cases in July 2022
1
;

WHEREAS, in 2022 alone, there are at least three (3) new COVID-19 sub-variants in 

the country that are more transmissible than the earlier COVID-19 variants, namely: Omicron 

BA.5, BA 2.12.1, and BA.4
2
;

WHEREAS, as of 7 February 2022, Department of Health commenced the pilot 

implementation of the “Resbakuna Kids” Campaign or the COVID-19 vaccination for children 

aged 5 to 11 years old as approved by the Food and Drug Administration. Meanwhile, children 3 

years to below 5 years of age are not yet eligible for COVID-19 vaccination; 

WHEREAS, The Surveillance and Analysis of COVID-19 in Children Nationwide by 

the Pediatric Infectious Disease Society of the Philippines reported more than 1,300 cases of 

confirmed COVID-19 in children below 5 years of age in March 2022
3
;

WHEREAS, according to the World Health Organization, children under the age of five 

(5) have a higher risk of other diseases with clinical presentations that overlap with COVID-19,

such as pneumonia and other viral upper respiratory tract infections, which may lead to

misclassification
4
.
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WHEREAS, on 17 June 2022, the FDA in the United States (US-FDA) authorized the 

emergency use of the MODERNA and the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccines to individuals 

from 6 months to 17 years of age and 6 months through 4 years of age respectively. The US-

FDA noted that the known and potential benefits of the Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 

vaccines outweigh the known and potential risks in the pediatric populations authorized for use 

for each vaccine
5
; 

 

WHEREAS, while the number of children 3 years to below 5 years of age infected with 

COVID-19 is not as high as the adults infected with the virus, children in the age group of 3 

years to below 5 years of age are more susceptible to COVID-19 infection and have a higher risk 

of transmission with more relaxed public health and social measures being observed nationwide. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, to 

encourage and support the Department of Health in studying the possibility of implementing a 

COVID-19 vaccination program for children from 3 years to below 5 years of age; 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to laud the DOH for its continued efforts in ensuring 

the safe implementation of COVID-19 vaccination for children 5 years to 11 years of age 

through its “Resbakuna Kids” Program despite the challenges brought by the on-going COVID-

19 pandemic and the implementation of face-to-face classes; 

 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, to encourage the DOH to continue to secure stable 

supply of COVID-19 vaccines to ensure continuous implementation of vaccination programs to 

various age groups and vulnerable sectors nationwide and achieve its goal of reaching herd 

immunity in the country. 

 

 

 Adopted. 

 

 

 

        LORENZ R. DEFENSOR 
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