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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. _____ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduced by  

ACT Teachers Party-List Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO,  

GABRIELA Women’s Party Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS,  

and KABATAAN Party-List Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RESOLUTION 

CONDEMNING THE RED-TAGGING COMMITTED BY SEVERAL 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE KOMISYON SA WIKANG FILIPINO (KWF) 

AND OF THE SONSHINE MEDIA NETWORK INTERNATIONAL NEWS OF 

SEVERAL AUTHORS AND THEIR WORKS AND THE ILLEGAL BOOK 

PURGING ORDERED BY THE KWF 

WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution mandates the State to give priority to education, 

arts, and culture “to foster patriotism and nationalism, accelerate social progress, and 

promote total human liberation and development” (Section 17 of Article II).  The 

fundamental law also tasks all persons, particularly government officials, to accord all 

citizens full respect for their human rights (Section 11 of Article II); 

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2022, three hosts of the Sonshine Media Network 

International News (SMNI News), including former National Task Force to End Local 

Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) spokesperson Lorraine Badoy-Partosa and 

an element of the Armed Forces of the Philippines alleged at least 17 books—including 

those written by Reuel Aguila, Rommel Rodriguez, Don Pagusara, Malou Jacob, and 

Dexter Cayanes—published by the Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino as “subversive” and 

“anti-government.”  Apart from these authors, the hosts also red-baited noted art 

historian and critic, the late Alice Guillermo, and the late National Artist for Literature 

Bienvenido Lumbera.  All authors, including Guillermo and Lumbera, are acclaimed 

and well-respected in the academe and Philippine literature and culture;  
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WHEREAS, the only reason given by the hosts is that these works cited references 

written by the Communist Party of the Philippines and the New People’s Army.  No 

evidence at all was provided for the allegation; 

 

WHEREAS, on the same date, two Commissioners of the Komisyon sa Wikang 

Filipino, Carmelita C. Abdurahman and Benjamin Mendillo, Komisyoner sa Programa 

at Proyekto and Komisyoner sa Pangasiwaan at Pananalapi, respectively, issued 

Memorandum 2022-0663 ordering a book purge.  The issuance, which repeated the 

baseless yet dangerous allegations broadcast by SMNI, directed the halt of publication, 

printing, and dissemination of the five books enumerated in the offending broadcast—

which the KWF slandered as having “subversive and anti-government content” (“mga 

aklat na may lahok na suberisbo [sic] at kontra-gobyerno”).  It also ordered the issuance 

of a letter to all media, libraries, and schools that will explain the purge of these books; 

 

WHEREAS, the book purge is apparently an official act of the Komisyon, as five 

members of the Kalupunan ng mga Komisyoner, namely, Abdurahman, Mendillo, 

Angela Lorenzana, Alain Russ Dimzon, and Hope Yu, issued Resolution 17-8, series 

of 2022, entitled Statement of Condemnation on the Illegal Acts of the Chairman of 

Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, Arthur P. Casanova on Endorsement, Publication, and 

Proliferation of Subversive Books.  The rest of the Kalupunan, namely, Casanova, the 

Tagapangulo, and Ma. Crisanta Flores, Jimmy Fong, Abraham Sakili, and Lucena 

Samson did not sign the Resolution.  The basis for the purge is apparent from the 

Resolution: the books’ “subversive themes, explicit Anti-Marcos and Anti-Duterte 

contents,” and that they are “radical manuscripts.”  The signatories accused 

Tagapangulong Casanova—also without any basis or evidence—of “inciting rebellion”; 

 

WHEREAS, the Memorandum also indicates that the book purge is done in the course 

of implementation of Republic Act 11479 or the Anti-Terror Act (“huwag ipamigay ang 

mga tukoy na aklat sa ibaba upang hindi tayo managot sa RA 11479 partikular sa 

[S]eksiyon 9, Inciting to commit terrorism”); 

 

WHEREAS, more than 40 language, culture, and education academic departments and 

advocacy individuals and organizations have called out the baseless red-tagging by 

SMNI and Badoy-Partosa and the book purging ordered by the KWF.  The 

organizations  defended the authors, saying, “many books—be it in Filipino or 

English—will certainly cite or quote materials from various references, including those 

from groups considered by the government as subversive or revolutionary.  Such 

citation should not be treated as agreement or sympathy with the cited material, but 

rather a part of the typical academic and scholarly process of analyzing various 

sources”; 

 

WHEREAS, the unity statement added. “Granted for the sake of argument that a book 

agrees or sympathizes with a political ideology, such socially committed writing 

tradition is respected in the whole world and considered as an important element of any 

country that calls itself as democratic.”  The signatories to the unity statement insisted 
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upon the respect that should be accorded to the academic freedom and free of expression 

of writers, teachers, researchers, and all citizens; 

 

WHEREAS, the authors, academics, writers, departments, and advocacy groups urged 

Congress to investigate the red-tagging broadcast as well as the book purging; 

 

WHEREAS, in a public statement, Tagapangulong Casanova denied that the books are 

subversive, saying that they “passed through the review process of the KWF.  All the 

books underwent the usual scrutiny that all publications of the KWF must pass, 

including receiving the imprimatur/permission of the other two full-time commissioners 

[Abdurahman and Mendillo]...[T]he allegations that these books are subversive is a 

dangerous accusation which may already be stepping on the boundaries of freedom of 

expression and academic freedom”; 

 

WHEREAS, more importantly, the purged books—far from having “subversive and 

anti-government content”—only tell, through poetry, historical fiction, stage plays, and 

short stories, the truth, particularly social and economic realities of life.  These works 

speak and teach of social and political issues, including lessons from the past which ring 

relevant until today; 

 

WHEREAS, aside from being in violation of several laws, including Republic Act 

7104, or the charter of the KWF, and Republic Act 7722, or the Higher Education Act,  

the book purge is reminiscent of the book-burning episodes in history, such as those 

conducted by the Nazi and other oppressive, tyrannical regimes, and of the censorship 

of the media and the academe ordered by the dictator Ferdinand Marcos prior to and 

during his martial law.  All these caused irreparable damage not just to cultural history 

but also to the proper workings of democracy; 

 

WHEREAS, this book purge occurs in the context of other acts of red-tagging, 

censorship, and historical denialism, a prior purging of books and historical documents 

ordered by the Commission on Education in 2021 and the blocking of websites of 

progressive organizations and the media, to name a few, which have only increased in 

number and impunity in recent days.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives 

condemn the red-tagging committed by several Commissioners of the Komisyon sa 

Wikang Filipino and of the Sonshine Media Network International News of several 

authors and their works and the illegal book purging ordered by the KWF. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the KWF be urged to revoke Memorandum 2022-0663 and 

Resolution 17-8 for violation of academic freedom, freedom of expression, and other 

rights of the people, and also for violation of Republic Acts 7104 and 7722, along with 

other relevant laws.  

 

  

Adopted, 
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________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

    

  

  

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

  

  

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 

 


