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RESOLUTION 

URGING THE PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION TO INCLUDE ALL 

TYPES OF CANCER IN THE LIST OF DISEASES AND AILMENTS COVERED BY ITS 

HEALTH CARE PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, cancers are among the top causes of mortality in the Philippines, with one in 

every 10 registered deaths attributed to cancer; 

WHEREAS, cancer is now considered as one of the three leading global economic risks 

based on its immense impact on global productivity and economic growth, which include 

direct and indirect costs of treatment, income loss by patients and their families as a result 

of being unable to work during treatment, and the lost productivity of the patient and the 

family from premature death, disability, and the demands of caregiving; 

WHEREAS, the cancer burden is increasing in the Philippines with over 153,000 new 

cancer cases and over 92,000 cancer deaths in 2020 and 354,398 prevalent cases over 

five years (2014-2019); 

WHEREAS, the mean out-of-pocket expenditure for cancer treatment far exceeds the 

mean household income, with around 117% at baseline to 253% 12 months after, leading 

more than 56% of households into financial catastrophe; 

WHEREAS, current insurance mechanisms fail to protect against the financial 

catastrophe caused by cancer diagnosis in Filipino families; 

WHEREAS, the government funds only around 40 percent of total cancer expenditures, 

with out-of-pocket payments and private insurance making up the remainder of the 

expenditures; 

WHEREAS, the survival rates for the most common adult cancers in the Philippines (i.e. 

lung, breast, colon, cervical, prostate, liver) are relatively low compared to other countries 

in Asia and the world, despite the fact that most cancers are now curable and survival 

August 16, 2022
8:01 am

251



2 
 

rates in high and middle income countries for various types of cancers now range from 

60-96%; 

 

WHEREAS, on February 14, 2019, Republic Act No. 11215, or the National Integrated 

Cancer Control Act (NICCA) was signed into law, which ensures the provision of quality 

health services and financial risk protection to cancer patients; 

 

WHEREAS, the NICCA mandated the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation 

(PhilHealth) to expand its benefit packages to include primary care screening, detection, 

diagnosis, treatment assistance, supportive care, survivorship follow-up care 

rehabilitation, and end-of-life care, for all types and stages of cancer, in both adults and 

children; 

 

WHEREAS, currently, the cancer treatments that can be covered through the Z benefits 

package of the PhilHealth only include treatments for breast (up to P100,000), prostate 

(up to P100,000), cervical (up to P175,000), colon (up to P300,000), and rectum cancer 

(up to P400,000); 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the NICCA, and to be able to make cancer treatment 

more accessible to the less fortunate, the PhilHealth must expand its coverage to all types 

of cancers and include primary care screening, detection, diagnosis, treatment 

assistance, supportive care, survivorship follow-up care rehabilitation, and end-of-life 

care in both adults and children in its benefit packages; 

 

WHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the House of 

Representatives urge the PhilHealth to include all types of cancer in the list of diseases 

and ailments covered by its health care program, in accordance with Republic Act No. 

11215, or the National Integrated Cancer Control Act, to make cancer treatment more 

accessible to the marginalized sectors, protect cancer patients and their families from 

financial catastrophe, and ultimately reduce the cases of cancer-related deaths. 

 

Adopted, 

 

 

   
         RON P. SALO 

              KABAYAN Partylist 


