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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. _____ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduced by  

ACT Teachers Party-List Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO,  

GABRIELA Women’s Party Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS,  

and KABATAAN Party-List Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RESOLUTION 

CONDEMNING THE FAKE NEWS PEDDLING AND BASELESS RED-

TAGGING OF INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND ORGANIZATIONS BY THE 

SONSHINE MEDIA NETWORK INTERNATIONAL (SMNI), THEREBY 

ENDANGERING THEIR LIVES AND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS, AND 

URGING THE NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION TO 

APPRISE THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATUS OF THE 

COMPLAINTS AGAINST SMNI PENDING BEFORE IT 

WHEREAS, Section 14 (2) of the 1987 Constitution explicitly provides that “in all 

criminal prosecutions, the accused shall be presumed innocent until the contrary is 

proved.”  The accused has the right to be heard by himself and counsel, to be informed 

of the nature and cause of the accusation against him, to have a speedy, impartial, and 

public trial, to meet the witnesses face to face, and to have compulsory process to secure 

the attendance of witnesses and the production of evidence in his behalf; 

WHEREAS, according to the Frontline Defenders, there is a deadly phenomenon of 

“red-tagging” in the Philippines wherein human rights defenders are accused of being 

a “communist terrorist” before targeting them with extrajudicial killings, judicial 

harassment, arbitrary arrests, false charges, detention and threats. It has been the central 

component of the government’s campaign against the communists, and is widely used 

to intimidate, silence and kill government critics;1 

1 “Global Analysis 2021.” Frontline Defenders, February 2022. 

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/2021_global_analysis_-_final_-

_update_15_july.pdf  
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WHEREAS, according to the 2020 report of the Commission on Human Rights (CHR), 

red-tagging or red-baiting is “the act of labelling, branding, naming, and accusing 

individuals and/or organizations of being left-leaning, subversives, communists or 

terrorists;”2 

 

WHEREAS, the CHR believes that red-tagging erodes democracy rather than 

promoting it. It said that the act itself of red-tagging constitutes a grave threat to the 

lives, liberty, and security of human rights defenders.  At the most extreme, red-tagging 

renders citizens as unfair targets of violence, arrest, disappearance, and even liquidation.  

Furthermore, the atmosphere of red-tagging covers not only human rights defenders but 

also extends to all Filipinos who express their beliefs and convictions towards what they 

believe is right;3 

 

WHEREAS, similar to the communist witch hunting and anti-communist rhetoric 

during the dictatorship of former Pres. Ferdinand Marcos, red-tagging serves as a 

justification to the extrajudicial killings, illegal arrests, planting evidence, filing of 

trumped-up charges and other human rights violations against human rights defenders, 

farmers, fisherfolk, lawyers, doctors, celebrities, community pantry organizers and 

volunteers, unions, groups, organizations, and even incumbent and former members of 

the House of Representatives; 

 

WHEREAS, according to Prof. Philip Alston, former United Nations Rapporteur on 

Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, the two of the most important 

underlying causes of a great many of the killings in the Philippines are the following: 

 

1) “vilification,” “labeling,” or guilt by association, which involves the 

characterization of most groups on the left of the political spectrum as “front 

organizations” for armed groups whose aim is to destroy democracy; and 

  

2) the extent to which aspects of the Government’s counter-insurgency strategy 

encourage or facilitate the extrajudicial killings of activists and other “enemies” 

in certain circumstances; 

 

WHEREAS, according to Professor Alston, “a wide range of groups —including 

human rights advocates, labour union organizers, journalists, teachers unions, women’s 

groups, indigenous organizations, religious groups, student groups, agrarian reform 

advocates, and others —are classified as ‘fronts’ and then as ‘enemies of the State’ that 

are accordingly considered to be legitimate targets;” 

 

                                                
2 “Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Philippines.” Commission on Human 

Rights, July 2020. http://chr.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CHRP-2020-Report-on-the-

Situation-of-Human-Rights-Defenders.pdf  
3 “Rights During a Pandemic: The 2020 Annual Report on the Human Rights Situation in the 

Philippines.” Commission on Human Rights, 2021. https://chr.gov.ph/wp-

content/uploads/2021/08/CHR-V-No.POL2021-006-The-2020-Annual-Report-on-the-Human-Rights-

Situation-in-the-Philippines.pdf  

http://chr.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CHRP-2020-Report-on-the-Situation-of-Human-Rights-Defenders.pdf
http://chr.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/CHRP-2020-Report-on-the-Situation-of-Human-Rights-Defenders.pdf
https://chr.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CHR-V-No.POL2021-006-The-2020-Annual-Report-on-the-Human-Rights-Situation-in-the-Philippines.pdf
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3 

WHEREAS, former Justice Secretary Menardo Guevarra said that red-tagging puts 

labeled people or groups in danger.  He said that the government should file charges 

against the accused if they have evidence instead of publicly tagging them as connected 

to armed groups; 

 

WHEREAS, since the creation of the National Task Force to End Communist Armed 

Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) red-tagging and terrorist-tagging of activists, opposition and 

critics of the Duterte administration run rampant. Contrary to their claim that they have 

“truck-loads of evidence,” the Task Force has yet to present any credible evidence 

before the courts; 

 

WHEREAS, under Section 4 of Republic Act 11422 or the legislative franchise of 

Swara Sug Media Corporation (SSMC), “the grantee is mandated to x x x provide at all 

times sound and balanced programming; promote public participation; assist in the 

functions of public information and education; conform to the ethics of honest 

enterprise; x x x and not use its stations or facilities for the broadcasting of obscene or 

indecent language, speech, act, or scene; or for the willful dissemination of deliberately 

false information or willful misrepresentation, to the detriment of the public interest; or 

to incite, encourage, or assist in subversive or treasonable acts.”  Sonshine Media 

Network International (SMNI) is the of SSMC; 

 

WHEREAS, on March 30, the SMNI conducted and aired a two-hour interview of 

convicted kidnapper and retired MGen. Jovito Palparan, Jr., who is currently detained 

at the New Bilibid Prison.  The interview was also shared by the NTF-ELCAC on its 

Facebook page;4 

 

WHEREAS, in the interview, NTF-ELCAC spokesperson Lorraine Badoy claimed that 

Palparan was convicted on trumped-up charges.5  This is despite the fact that in 2018, 

Palparan and other two military personnel, were found by Branch 15 of the Malolos 

City Regional Trial Court (RTC) guilty for the 2006 kidnapping and serious illegal 

detention of University of the Philippines (UP) students Karen Empeno and Sherlyn 

Cadapan. On March 31, 2022, the Court of Appeals affirmed with minor modification 

the conviction of Palparan and rejected his assertion that the trial court erred in its 

findings of conspiracy against them;6 

 

WHEREAS, Undersecretary Badoy and Palparan also red-tagged former Vice 

President and presidential candidate Leni Robredo by baselessly claiming that she has 

an alliance with communists; 

 
                                                
4 Torres-Tupas, Tetch. “UPL tells BuCor: Cancel Palparan privileges after SMNI online interview.” 

Philippine Daily Inquirer, 1 April 2022. https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1576861/nupl-tells-bucor-

cancel-palparan-privileges-after-smni-online-interview  
5 “DOJ to probe Palparan interview with SMNI.” CNN Philippines, 31 March 2022. 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/3/31/Palparan-interview-SMNI.html  
6 Fernandez, Daniza. “CA affirms Palparan’s conviction, modifies penalty’s interests.” Philippine 

Daily Inquirer, 5 June 2022. https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1606712/ca-affirms-palparans-conviction-

modifies-penaltys-interests  

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1576861/nupl-tells-bucor-cancel-palparan-privileges-after-smni-online-interview
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1576861/nupl-tells-bucor-cancel-palparan-privileges-after-smni-online-interview
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/3/31/Palparan-interview-SMNI.html
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1606712/ca-affirms-palparans-conviction-modifies-penaltys-interests
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WHEREAS, the Department of Justice had no knowledge about Palparan’s interview 

with the SMNI.  Former Justice Secretary Menardo Guevarra also confirmed that “the 

court that convicted Gen. Palparan did not receive any request for permission to grant 

a media interview”;7 

 

WHEREAS, Guevarra issued a memorandum to Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) 

Director General Gerald Bantag to show cause why he should not be sanctioned for not 

observing the relevant rules under BuCor’s manual of operations, specifically regarding 

media access on high-profile persons deprived of liberty;8 

 

WHEREAS, for these acts, Concepcion Empeno and Erlinda Cadapan, the mothers of 

the disappeared UP students, together with Karapatan Secretary General Cristina 

Palabay, filed on May 4, 2022 an administrative complaint before the National 

Telecommunications Commission.  They demanded that the broadcasting franchise of 

SSMC be revoked for airing the interview with Palparan in the SMNI News Channel;9 

WHEREAS, according to the Malaya Movement, SMNI is “a key link and spreader of 

disinformation on Facebook and other platforms.  SMNI targets other news agencies, 

such as Rappler and ABS-CBN, by accusing them of being ‘biased’ against the Duterte 

administration. Duterte supporters share SMNI disinformation media content so often 

that SMNI News was at the center of the network of digital media platforms that have 

shared and created posts attacking the media”;10 

WHEREAS, according to a Rappler report,11 the SMNI repeatedly red-baited the 

electoral candidates of the Makabayan Coalition.  According to media scholar Danilo 

Arao, the line of questioning of SMNI journalists to the Makabayan nominees during 

the period for filing of certificates of candidacy are “unethical”; 

 

                                                
7 Patag, Kristine Joy. “DOJ to investigate convicted kidnapper Palparan's interview.” PhilStar, 1 April 

2022. https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/01/2171402/doj-investigate-convicted-kidnapper-

palparans-interview  
8 Damicog, Jeffrey. “BuCor Director Bantag may face sanction for allowing Palparan’s media 

interview.” Manila Bulletin, 3 June 2022. https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/03/bucor-director-bantag-may-

face-sanction-for-allowing-palparans-media-interview/  
9Mothers of disappeared UP students, human rights activist file complaints vs SMNI for Palparan 

interview.” Karapatan, 4 May 2022. 

https://www.karapatan.org/mothers+of+disappeared+up+students+human+rights+activist+file+compl

aints+vs+smni+for+palparan+interview  
10 “Breakdown: SMNI.” Malaya Movement. https://www.malayamovement.com/blog/breakdown-

smni  
11 De Leon, Dwight. “Quiboloy’s news group repeatedly red-baits Makabayan bloc during COC 

filing.” Rappler, 11 October 2021. https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/inside-track/quiboloy-smni-

redbaiting-makabayan-certificate-candidacy-filing-2022-polls/  

https://www.rappler.com/technology/social-media/apollo-quiboloy-sonshine-media-network-disinformation-attacks-government-critics/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/01/2171402/doj-investigate-convicted-kidnapper-palparans-interview
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/04/01/2171402/doj-investigate-convicted-kidnapper-palparans-interview
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/03/bucor-director-bantag-may-face-sanction-for-allowing-palparans-media-interview/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/06/03/bucor-director-bantag-may-face-sanction-for-allowing-palparans-media-interview/
https://www.karapatan.org/mothers+of+disappeared+up+students+human+rights+activist+file+complaints+vs+smni+for+palparan+interview
https://www.karapatan.org/mothers+of+disappeared+up+students+human+rights+activist+file+complaints+vs+smni+for+palparan+interview
https://www.malayamovement.com/blog/breakdown-smni
https://www.malayamovement.com/blog/breakdown-smni
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/inside-track/quiboloy-smni-redbaiting-makabayan-certificate-candidacy-filing-2022-polls/
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/inside-track/quiboloy-smni-redbaiting-makabayan-certificate-candidacy-filing-2022-polls/


5 

WHEREAS, the SMNI also aired an interview in its new channel wherein 

Undersecretary Badoy baselessly claimed that Ana Patricia Non, who put up the 

Maginhawa community pantry, had links to the communist movement;12 

 

WHEREAS, during the Laban sa Kasama ng Bayan program of the SMNI, its host 

Undersecretary Badoy red-tagged the Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino (KWF) and two 

teachers of the UP Departmento ng Filipino at Panitikan ng Pilipinas. Instead of 

celebrating the Buwan ng Wika, she accused that the KWF is disseminating “terrorist 

propaganda” by publishing “subversive” books. This led to the issuance of KWF 

Memorandum 2022-0663 which directs the purging of all books containing “political, 

subversive, and subliminal ideologies,” including five specified titles. Furthermore, it 

stated that “Pinapayuhan din ang lahat ng SWK Direktor sa pamamagitan ng tagapag-

ugnay nito na huwag ipamigay ang mga tukoy na aklat sa ibaba upang hindi tayo 

managot sa RA 11479 partikular sa seksiyon 9, Inciting to commit terrorism”; 

 

WHEREAS, the SMNI also violated some provisions of the rules and regulation of RA 

9006 or the Fair Election Act.  According to Section 6 of the Commission on Elections 

(COMELEC) Resolution 10730, election propaganda must observe truth in advertising.  

The reportage of SMNI during the campaign period, and even prior thereto, heavily 

favored candidates of the administration, on one hand, and was prejudiced against 

opposition candidates, such as Robredo and the Makabayan, on the other; 

 

WHEREAS, under Section 12 of COMELEC Resolution 10730 also mandates all 

members of news media, television, radio, print, or online to recognize the duty to air 

the other side and the duty to correct substantial errors promptly and without prejudice 

to the right of said broadcast entities to air accounts of significant news or newsworthy 

events and views on matters of public interest; 

 

WHEREAS, the SMNI also violated numerous provisions of 2007 Broadcaster Code 

of the Philippines, specifically as regards the credibility of new sources and reports, 

prohibition of personal attacks, correcting mistakes, and others.  The Broadcaster Code 

works as the code of professional and ethical standards for the members of the 

Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster ng Pilipinas, including the SMNI; 

 

WHEREAS, the SMNI habitually engages in the dissemination of “reporting” 

misleading claims and biased opinions as news, deliberately disseminating  false 

information, willful misrepresentation, and red-tagging against the opposition, critics, 

and even officials of the government, in violation of the terms of its legislative franchise 

and to the detriment of public interest.  Owned by Apollo Quiboloy, a fugitive from 

United States law under which he was charged with labor trafficking, sex trafficking 

and sex trafficking of children, bulk cash smuggling, among others,13 the network has 

repeatedly been called out by other members of the KBP, fact checkers, and netizens; 

                                                
12 Reyes, Dempsey. “Mom of food pantry advocate sues Lorraine Badoy.” Philippine Daily Inquirer, 

14 April 2022. https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1582791/mom-of-food-pantry-advocate-sues-lorraine-

badoy  
13 FBI Most Wanted. https://www.fbi.gov/wanted/human-trafficking/apollo-carreon-quiboloy 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1582791/mom-of-food-pantry-advocate-sues-lorraine-badoy
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1582791/mom-of-food-pantry-advocate-sues-lorraine-badoy
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WHEREAS, as representatives of the people, it is a duty of Congress to protect the 

lives and democratic rights of its constituents.  Red-tagging, wild accusations, and 

baseless labeling which are designed to politically persecute the people, deprive them 

of due process, and endanger their safety and lives have no place in democracy.  It is 

therefore imperative for Congress to vehemently oppose these acts, and condemn those 

who commit them and subject the people to human rights violations; 

WHEREAS, it is also within the powers of Congress to see to it that the laws it passed 

are complied with to the letter and spirit, and that the privileges it has accorded to 

entities—such as the legislative franchise it granted to the SSMC—are not abused to 

jeopardize the already-shrinking democratic space in the country. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives 

condemn the fake news peddling and baseless red-tagging of individuals, groups and 

organizations by the Sonshine Media Network International, thereby endangering their 

lives and democratic rights. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives urge the National 

Telecommunications Commission to apprise it of the status of the complaint filed 

against SSMC by Empeno, et al., and other complaints that may be pending against it. 

Adopted, 

________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 


