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A RESOLUTION 
URGING THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS TO REVIEW THE RULES AND 
REGULATIONS ON LOCAL ABSENTEE VOTING FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL 
TEACHERS FOR ITS POSSIBLE STREAMLINING  

WHEREAS, Article V, Section 1 of the Philippine Constitutions provides that, 
"Suffrage may be exercised by all citizens of the Philippines not otherwise disqualified 
by law, who are at least eighteen years of age, and who shall have resided in the 
Philippines for at least one year and in the place wherein they propose to vote for at least 
six months immediately preceding the election. No literacy, property, or other 
substantive requirement shall be imposed on the exercise of suffrage." The right to 
suffrage is the true pillar of our democracy; 

WHEREAS, our public school teachers play a major role during national and local 
elections. Teachers are mobilized to carry out election duties in different parts of the 
country, where some are deployed in locations different from the area where they are 
registered.  

WHEREAS, presently, there are laws that allow absentee voting for government 
employees and officials, media practitioners, armed forces and police force. However, its 
implementing rules and regulations pose undue inconvenience to these groups;  

WHEREAS, in its current state, the Committee on Local Absentee Voting (CLAV) 
first has to Distribute copies of Application Forms to all government agencies, AFP, PNP, 
media entities, corporations or members of the media concerned. Applicants who will 
avail of the local absentee voting shall file their duly accomplished Application Forms, 
and submit to an assigned person. The CLAV will receive and process accomplished 
original Application Forms together, with original Certified Lists of Applicants for local 
absentee voting and verify whether the applicants are eligible for local absentee voting. 
They will then have to prepare the List of Approved Applicants for Local Absentee 
Voting with Minutes of Voting. The CLAV will inform all Municipal/City /District EOs 
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concerned, of the list of voters who are registered in their respective Municipality /City 
/District and who will avail of local absentee voting. Upon receipt of the List, the EO 
concerned shall annotate in the Election Day Computerized Voters List (EDCVL) that 
said voters are "voting through the Local Absentee Voting System"; 

WHEREAS, in case of voting of government officials and employees, members of 
the AFP and PNP, the heads of offices/ supervisors/ commanders or officers next-in-
rank shall designate a place of voting, where the voters shall converge to vote, with 
written notice upon the Municipal/City /District Election Officer who or whose 
representative will supervise the conduct of voting thereat; 

WHEREAS, the process causes inconvenience to the already overworked and 
hectic schedule of our public school teachers. On top of their heavy workload, teachers 
would have to exert effort to file an application, and allot another day to dedicate for 
voting; 

WHEREAS, as a means to increase participation by citizens who are otherwise 
prevented to vote, the Commission should endeavor to consider the possible 
streamlining or introduction of other modes of local absentee voting, i.e, allow them to 
vote on the area of assignment during election day, before or after their shift.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the 
House of Representatives that the Committee on Suffrage and Electoral Reforms be 
directed to conduct a hearing in aid of legislation, on the possible streamlining of the local 
absentee voting process, for the benefit of our public school teachers.  

Adopted, 

VIRGILIO S. LACSON 
Manila Teachers Party-list 


