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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. _____ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Introduced by  

ACT Teachers Party-List Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO,  

GABRIELA Women’s Party Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS,  

and KABATAAN Party-List Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

RESOLUTION 

DIRECTING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THROUGH THE 

COMMITTEE ON GOOD GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTABILITY, TO INVESTIGATE, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, THE 

PROCUREMENT OF OVERPRICED OUTDATED LAPTOPS FOR 

TEACHERS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION THROUGH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT - PROCUREMENT 

SERVICE 

WHEREAS, in 2021, the Department of Education (DepEd) procured laptops for 

teachers for the implementation of distance learning amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

However, according to the Commission on Audit (COA) in its annual audit report, 

instead of utilizing its own Bidding and Awards Committee (BAC), the DepEd coursed 

the procurement through the Department of Budget and Management - Procurement 

Service (DBM-PS);1 

WHEREAS, the approved budget for the project “Supply and Delivery of Laptop 

Computers for Public School Teachers” is ₱2.4 billion.  The fund was sourced from 

Republic Act 11469, otherwise known as the Bayanihan to Recover as One Act; 

WHEREAS, according to the DepEd’s Agency Procurement Request (APR), the price 

per unit of a laptop is only ₱35,046.50.  However, the DBM-PS, after it conducted a 

market survey on March 26, 2021, recommended a unit price of ₱58,300, which the 

1 “Department of Education Consolidated Annual Audit Report 2021.” Commission on Audit, 2022. 

https://www.coa.gov.ph/reports/annual-audit-reports/aar-ngs/#49-5270-department-of-education-1654481445 
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DepEd approved.  The COA noted that its audit team could not ascertain the DBM-PS’s 

basis for such price; 

WHEREAS, in May 2021, the DBM-PS conducted a bidding for a mid-range type of 

laptop with a unit price of ₱45,431.20.  Not only that the price is cheaper, the 

performance of the laptop is faster and has better specifications than the laptop procured 

by the DepEd during the same month; 

WHEREAS, back in June 2020, the DepEd also engaged the services of the DBM-PS 

for the procurement of laptops with a faster model and with a price of only ₱32,500 per 

unit; 

WHEREAS, according to the COA likewise revealed in the DBM-PS’s audit report 

that there is a Memorandum of Agreement No. 2017-00016 dated December 22, 2017, 

providing for the transfer of ₱2.4 billion from DepEd to DBM-PS;2 

WHEREAS, the technical specifications for the laptops under the DepEd’s APR are 

the following: 

a) 1.9 GHz base speed, 2 MB processing cache;

b) 8 GB Double Data Rate Fourth Generation Synchronous Dynamic Random-

Access Memory (DDR4 RAM);

c) 14-inch, 1920x1080 Full High-Definition (Full HD), Anti-Glare Non-Touch

Screen Display; and

d) 1 Terabyte (TB) Serial Advanced Technology Attachment (SATA) Hard Disk

Drive (HDD).

WHEREAS, the technical specifications for the carrying bags are as follows: (a) color 

balck; (b) ballistic nylon; (c) padded; (d) splash resistant; (e) weatherproof zippers; (f) 

with inside and outside pockets; (g) adequate for the laptop model offered; and (h) with 

DepEd logo embossed or embroidered directly on the bag material; 

WHEREAS, of the four bidders, the Joint Venture of Sunwest Construction and 

Development Corp., LDLA Marketing and Trading Inc., and VST ECS (Philippines) 

Inc. (JV of Sunwest) was declared the winning bidder at ₱58,270 per unit. The JV of 

Sunwest offered a Dell Latitude 3420 equipped with an 11th Generation Intel Core 

Celeron that has 1.8 GHz clock speed and 4MB processing cache; 

WHEREAS, the technical working group of the Special BAC found that the Dell 

Latitude 3420 is non-compliant with the 1.9 GHz clock speed requirement under 

DepEd’s APR.  Despite this, the DBM-PS procured the said model of laptop; 

2 “Management Letter on the Audit of the Procurement Service for the period of  January 1 to 

December 31, 2021.” Commission on Audit, 2022. https://www.coa.gov.ph/reports/annual-audit-

reports/aar-ngs/#49-5272-department-of-budget-and-management-1654142125  

https://www.coa.gov.ph/reports/annual-audit-reports/aar-ngs/#49-5272-department-of-budget-and-management-1654142125
https://www.coa.gov.ph/reports/annual-audit-reports/aar-ngs/#49-5272-department-of-budget-and-management-1654142125
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WHEREAS, the COA stated that the technical specifications “required by the DepEd 

did not intend to procure a laptop computer equipped with an Intel Core Celeron, the 

most low-end type of Intel processor in the market”; 

WHEREAS, the COA revealed that the market price of the same model of Dell laptop 

procured for the teachers ranges from ₱22,490 to ₱25,000 only; 

WHEREAS, the COA also noted that the fund transfer of ₱2.4 billion from DepEd to 

the DBM-PS lacks documentary requirements.  Notices, contract award, and other 

documents were also not published in the DepEd website as required by law and rules; 

WHEREAS, the ₱2.4 billion fund transferred to the DBM-PS remained unliquidated 

as of December 31, 2021 due to non-submission of supporting documents of DBM-PS 

to DepEd; 

WHEREAS, not only did the government waste the people’s money for purchasing 

expensive yet outdated laptops, it also deprived thousands of teachers of gadgets that 

could have helped them implement distance learning.  From 68,500, the number of 

intended beneficiaries was reduced to 39,583 public school teachers.  Moreover, the 

39,583 teachers suffered from the worse performance of the laptops in performing their 

tasks; 

WHEREAS, this is not the first time that the DBM-PS purchased overpriced goods on 

behalf of a government agency.  In 2020, the COA also found out that DBM-PS awarded 

Pharmally Pharmaceuticals Corporation contracts worth ₱8.68 billion for the purchase 

of overpriced PPE and testing kits; 

WHEREAS, it is the primordial duty of the members of the House of Representatives 

to uphold the interests and welfare of the Filipino people against inefficiency and 

corrupt practices. Especially amid the pandemic, economic crisis and ailing educational 

situation, the government should ensure that the access of teachers and students to 

quality programs and services. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives, through 

the Committee on Good Government and Public Accountability, investigate, in aid of 

legislation, the procurement of overpriced outdated laptops for teachers by the 

Department of Education through the Department of Budget and Management-

Procurement Service. 
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Adopted, 

________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 




