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Introduced by REPRESENTATIVE VIRGILIO S. LACSON

A RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON SUFFRAGE AND ELECTION REFORMS, TO
CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE FEASIBILITY OF
REDESIGNING THE BALLOT FOR NATIONAL ELECTIONS, TO ENSURE
MAXIMUM TURNOUT AND TO REDUCE THE PROBABILITY OF
DISENFRANCHISEMENT AMONG VOTERS, PARTICULARLY OF THEIR
SECTORAL REPRESENTATION

WHEREAS, every citizen not otherwise disqualified, has the right to take part in
the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen representatives under a
democratic process, known as the conduct of election;

WHEREAS, in the last 3 national elections, the voter’s turnout for Party-list
representation has been abysmal. In 2016, under-voting was at 20.08%. In 2019, 37% of
voters failed to choose a party-list representative. In 2022, 34.39% were not able to cast
their votes for party-list.

WHEREAS, a report by the Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism in
2019 finds new ballot designs as one reason behind under-voting in the party-list race.
In this report, PCIJ also reported under-voting rates were as high as over 50% in
Zamboanga del Sur, Siquijor, Zamboanga del Norte, and Negros Oriental. Meanwhile,
39 provinces recorded under-voting rates of 40 to 49% while most others, it said, saw
under-voting rates of 30%.

WHEREAS, in the current design, all the party-list candidates are located at the
back of the ballot.

WHEREAS, the party-list system is a mechanism of proportional representation
in the election of representatives to the House of Representatives from national, regional
and sectoral parties or organizations or coalitions registered with the Commission on
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Elections. It is through this system that the underrepresented and marginalized
individuals are represented in the legislative branch of Government.

WHEREAS, there is a need to determine if the current format and design of the
ballot has indeed affected the behavior of the voters during election day, and if said
factors have possibly caused the low voter’s turnout for party-list elections.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the
House of Representatives that the committee on Suffrage and Election Reforms be
directed to conduct a hearing in aid of legislation, on the feasibility of redesigning the
ballots in order to ensure maximum participation in the party-list elections among
voters.

Adopted, 

HON. VIRGILIO S. LACSON

Manila Teachers Party-list


