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Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. _____ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Introduced by  

ACT Teachers Party-List Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO,  

GABRIELA Women’s Party Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS,  

and KABATAAN Party-List Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

RESOLUTION 

CONDEMNING IN THE STRONGEST TERMS THE PROFILING OF 

PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS COMMITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION AND URGING THE HOUSE COMMITTEES ON HUMAN 

RIGHTS AND BASIC EDUCATION AND CULTURE TO IMMEDIATELY 

CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION IN AID OF LEGISLATION FOR 

VIOLATION OF REPUBLIC ACT 10173 OR THE DATA PRIVACY ACT OF 

2012, EXECUTIVE ORDER 180 OR THE GUIDELINES ON THE RIGHT TO 

ORGANIZE OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, REPUBLIC ACT 4670 OR 

THE MAGNA CARTA OF PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND OTHER LAWS 

WHEREAS, on mid-April 2021, ACT Teachers Party-List and the Alliance of 

Concerned Teachers received reports from several regions of a new round of 

intelligence gathering or profiling against public school teachers, this time committed 

by the Department of Education; 

WHEREAS, public school teachers in Regions I, III, IV-A, IV-B, VI, X, XIII, and 

Cordillera Administrative Region have been asked by their Division Offices to provide 

the number of ACT members in their area as per orders from Undersecretary Revsee 

Escobedo.  The instructions were circulated via text messages, with one such message 

stating: 

“As instructed be Usec. Revsee Escobedo, we would like to know the 

number of TDC and ACT members in your respective regions. 
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“For your immediate response. 

 

“Thank you very much! 

 

“1. ACT. Alliance of Concern (sic) Teachers – 

 

“2. TDC. Teachers (sic) Dignity Coalition. – 

 

“Please and thanks.  Deadline 8AM April 17, 2021” 

 

WHEREAS, according to another message—this one from Region VI—the orders to 

gather information on the affiliations of teachers came from the Central Office:  “Good 

day! CO needs data on the number of TDC and ACT members in your respective 

divisions.  Please coordinate with your DIOs [Division Information Officers] so they 

can connect with Lea Belleza. Asap please. Ty”; 

 

WHEREAS,  with these messages is a Google Form entitled “Data on the Number of 

Teachers (sic) Dignity Coalition (TDC) and Alliance of Concerned Teachers (ACT-

Teachers)” and a single “survey” question: “Are you a member of Teachers (sic) Dignity 

Coalition (TDC) or Alliance of Concerned Teachers (ACT-Teachers)?  Kindly check the 

appropriate box below.” Despite of public records, including those in its custody, the 

DepEd mistook ACT as being the same entity as ACT Teachers Party-List.  Aside from 

the question, the teacher’s name and email address are required fields; 

 

WHEREAS, this intelligence gathering is no different from what was conducted—and 

is still being conducted—by the Philippine National Police since late December 2018, 

through which PNP agents have visited schools and even homes of teachers, asking for 

lists of names of teachers who are members of or affiliated with ACT, along with their 

personal information.  The spying on teachers was ordered through leaked memoranda 

coming from top intelligence officials of the PNP which cited as bases and references 

the 2019 elections and December 2018 memoranda on the same subject; 

 

WHEREAS, this profiling was scored by the Commission on Human Rights as 

“alarming as it violates rights to privacy and association, which are guaranteed freedoms 

in the Constitution among others.  Should there be clear grounds against ACT and its 

members, then the police should be transparent in applying the law and equally ensure 

that due process is observed. Clandestine operations may lead to a number of abuses as 

it is easier to deny accountability for any action”; 

 

WHEREAS, the National Privacy Commission also called on the PNP to “explain [the] 

spying,” saying that the PNP’s Data Protection Unit the intelligence gathering 

operations on the militant teachers’ group for violation of Republic Act 10173 or the 

Data Privacy Act of 2012; 
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WHEREAS, the DepEd’s profiling violates the Data Privacy Act, which prohibits the 

processing—or collection, recording, use, and other operation—of information unless 

the processor (the DepEd in this case) complies with stringent principles and processes, 

including (1) the collection is for specified and legitimate purposes determined and 

declared before the collection, (2) consent of the data subject (the teacher in this case) 

which must be specific to the purpose, (3) the processing is necessary to protect the 

teachers’ life and health, among others; 

 

WHEREAS, aside from unlawfully inquiring into and recording the sensitive personal 

information of public school teachers, the DepEd is also intruding into the freedom of 

public school teachers to establish and join organizations to defend their interests, their 

corollary rights against interference, coercion, and discrimination, thus violating the 

1987 Constitution, Executive Order 180 or Providing Guidelines for the Exercise of the 

Right to Organize of Government Employees, Creating a Public Sector Labor-

Management Council, and for Other Purposes, Republic Act 4670 or the Magna Carta 

of Public School Teachers, other pertinent laws, and the  collective negotiation 

agreements, which have the force and effect of law against itself; 
 

WHEREAS, the International Labor Organization as well as two international 

formations of trade unions and education workers, the Council of Global Unions and 

Education International, have condemned the Philippine government’s practice of red-

baiting and illegal intelligence gathering against teachers and their unions and called on 

it to immediately cease such acts and exact accountability on the perpetrators; 

 

WHEREAS, Congress should intervene in this matter, using both its oversight 

authority over administrative agencies of government and powers to conduct hearings 

in aid of legislation, to ensure that responsible officials are made accountable for the 

violations against the rights of teachers under the Constitution and pertinent laws—such 

as Executive Order 180 entitled Providing Guidelines for the Exercise of the Right to 

Organize of Government Employees, Creating a Public Sector Labor-Management 

Council, and for Other Purposes, and that such violations are not committed again; 

 

WHEREAS, this violation of the rights of public school teachers is being committed 

while the health and economic crises are battering them, and despite their repeated 

demands for government in general and DepEd in particular to attend to their concerns, 

such as the various physical, emotional, and financial hardships they are being made to 

shoulder in the blended learning system and urgent and sufficient protection and 

assistance, to name a few.  In fact, several requests for a dialogue with the DepEd on 

different teachers’ concerns have not been granted by the agency since even before the 

pandemic hit last year.  The DepEd should use its time and the taxpayers’ money and 

resources to address the demands of the education frontliners for a safe reopening of 

schools instead of wasting these resources to intrude into the privacy of teachers and 

their organizations. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives 

condemn in the strongest terms the illegal profiling of public school teachers committed 

by the Department of Education; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the House Committees on Human Rights and 

Basic Education and Culture immediately conduct an investigation in aid of legislation 

for violation of Republic Act 10173 or the Data Privacy Act of 2012, Republic Act 4670 

or the Magna Carta of Public School Teachers, and other laws. 
 

 

Adopted, 
 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Rep. FRANCE L. CASTRO 

ACT Teachers Party-List 

  

 

 

________________________________ 

Rep. ARLENE D. BROSAS 

GABRIELA Women’s Party 

 

 

________________________________ 

Rep. RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 

KABATAAN Party-List 
 




