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Republic of the Philippines 

House of Representatives 
Quezon City, Metro Manila 

        Nineteenth Congress 

      First Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE EMMARIE “LOLYPOP” OUANO-

DIZON 

RESOLUTION  

URGING THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO 

CALL FOR THE REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT OF THE K TO 12 

PROGRAM THROUGH ITS APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution puts premium on the important and 

crucial role that education plays in fostering nationalism, accelerating social 

progress, and promoting total human liberation; 

WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution mandates the State to protect and promote 

the right of all citizens to quality, accessible, adequate, and relevant education at all 

levels; 

WHEREAS, before the transition to the K-12 educational curriculum, the 

basic education in the Philippines consists of ten (10) years of study: six (6) years in 

elementary education and four (4) years in secondary education;  

WHEREAS, an analysis1 revealed that the 10-year basic education system 

posed several pedagogical and socioeconomic problems. For one, congested 

1 M. Okabe, Where Does Philippine Education Go?: the “K to 12” Program and Reform of Philippine Basic Education, 
Institute of Developing Economies, Chiba, Japan, 2013. 
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curricula (i.e., cramming courses into their curricula) are exhibited by many schools 

due to the pressure of fulfilling mandatory educational requirements.  

 

WHEREAS, due to the lower number of years in basic education as compared 

to countries having at least 12 years of basic education, Filipino basic education 

graduates (without further training) were considered underqualified for many 

overseas jobs. Moreover, with only a few years in basic education, graduates are 

often under the legal working age (18 years old) and become ineligible in jobs both 

domestic and overseas; 

 

WHEREAS, the 10-year basic education cycle likewise hindered the 

recognition of Filipino professionals abroad as most of the countries prescribe or 

require 12 years of basic education for university admission and practice of 

profession; 

 

WHEREAS, to address these problems, the country shifted to a 13-year 

educational system (including kindergarten) by virtue of Republic Act No. 10533, 

otherwise known as, the “Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013” mandating the 

nationwide adoption of the K to 12 program to provide sufficient time for learning 

concepts and skills necessary for higher education, employment, and 

entrepreneurship; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Enhanced Basic Education or the K to 12 program, as it is 

more commonly known, is a comprehensive reform which sought to enhance the 

Philippine Basic Education System by strengthening its curriculum and increasing 

the number of years for basic education in order to accelerate the mutual recognition 

of Filipino graduates and professionals across the world; 

 

WHEREAS, through this reform, the Philippines is catching up with global 

standards in secondary education and is attaching a high value to kindergarten. The 

structure, curricula, and philosophy of the education system are undergoing reform 

and improvement. The key points of the new policy are "preparation" for higher 

education, "eligibility" for entering domestic and overseas higher educational 

institutions, and immediate "employability" on graduating, all leading toward a 

"holistically developed Filipino"; 

 

WHEREAS, the K to 12 covers Kindergarten and 12 years of basic education 

(6 years of primary education, 4 years of Junior High School, and 2 years of Senior 

High School) to provide sufficient time for mastery of concepts and skills, develop 

lifelong learners, and prepare graduates for tertiary education, middle-level skills 

development, employment, and entrepreneurship; 
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WHEREAS, it has been nearly a decade since RA 10533 was signed into law 

and there is a need to review and assess the performance of the K to 12 program 

(whether it has achieved its goal and purpose, or if its implementation has been 

effective and if it has produced quality graduates since its implementation) by 

identifying the challenges faced by this K to 12 program and proposing action plans 

that would address the gaps seen in the new curriculum with the end view of ensuring 

quality education at par with international standards;  

  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY 

RESOLVED, RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

through its appropriate committees, be urged to conduct a comprehensive review 

and assessment on the K to 12 program as well as the performance of agencies tasked 

to implement this program. 

  

Adopted, 

 

     

 

EMMARIE “LOLYPOP” OUANO-DIZON 

      Lone District of Mandaue City 


