
Republic of the Philippines 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Batasan Hills, Quezon City 

NINETEENTH CONGRESS 
First Regular Session 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

Introduced by Honorable Representatives 
ARLENE D. BROSAS (Gabriela Women’s Party), 
FRANCE L. CASTRO (ACT Teachers Partylist), 

and RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL (Kabataan Partylist) 

JOINT RESOLUTION URGING PRESIDENT FERDINAND “BONGBONG” MARCOS JR. TO 
URGENTLY IMPLEMENT A P10,000 CASH SUBSIDY OR AYUDA TO 12.4 MILLION 

FAMILIES OR THE BOTTOM HALF OF TOTAL FILIPINO FAMILIES AMID RECORD-HIGH 
INFLATION, DEPRESSED WAGES AND SERIES OF CALAMITIES 

WHEREAS, Section 9 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution states that “The State shall promote a 
just and dynamic social order that will ensure the prosperity and independence of the nation and 
free the people from poverty through policies that provide adequate social services, promote full 
employment, a rising standard of living, and an improved quality of life for all”;  

WHEREAS, despite the loosening of restrictions and resumption of economic activities, Filipinos 
continue to suffer from the fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic, widespread joblessness, high 
prices, massive poverty, and economic turmoil;  

WHEREAS, inflation rate surged to 7.7 percent in October 2022 from 6.9 percent in September 
2022, hitting a 14-year high or since December 2008 amid the consistent rise in food, utilities and 
transport costs;  

WHEREAS, the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) approved in 
October the P1 provisional increase in the minimum fare for the first four kilometers of travel in 
public utility jeepneys (PUJs), bringing the minimum fare for traditional PUJ up to P12, and the 
modern PUJ up to P14. For public utility buses (PUBs), the minimum fare for city buses was hiked 
by P2 for the first five kilometers — P13 for the regular buses, and P15 for the air-conditioned 
buses;  

WHEREAS, roughly two-thirds or 66 percent of Filipinos consider the need to control inflation as 
the national issue that requires urgent action, according to a Pulse Asia survey conducted from 
September 17 to 21, 2022;  

WHEREAS, around 2.9 million Filipino families (11.3 percent of total families) experienced 
involuntary hunger at least once in the third quarter of the year according to the Social Weather 
Station. This is higher than the pre-pandemic annual average of 9.3 percent in 2019, and is 
indicative of the possibly wider hunger epidemic afflicting millions of Filipino families;  
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WHEREAS, the continued depreciation of the Philippine peso against the US dollar is seen to 
translate to a 10-percent increase in the prices of imported goods once businesses exhaust their 
inventories, according to the Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
Inc.;   

WHEREAS, IBON Foundation estimated, using the latest available government data, that a family 
of five in the National Capital Region (NCR) needs at least PhP1,133 per day or PhP24,632 per 
month in order to live decently as of October 2022;  

WHEREAS, the current minimum wage of PhP570 in NCR – which remains unchanged since 
June 2022 – is not sufficient to cover the basic needs of Filipino families, much less the lower 
minimum wage levels in regions outside of Metro Manila;  

WHEREAS, the series of typhoons and earthquakes which affected millions of families across the 
country have placed Filipino families farther from the so-called “economic recovery” conjured by 
the economic managers of the Marcos Jr. administration;  

WHEREAS, the government’s Targeted Cash Transfer (TCT) program, which provides cash 
grants amounting to P500 per month for six months for the bottom 50 percent of Filipino 
households or approximately 12.4 million families, is insufficient to mitigate the impacts of rising 
prices;  

WHEREAS, the P500-per month subsidy under the TCT program is worth less than a day’s wage 
in the National Capital Region (NCR), and can hardly augment family incomes which are eroded 
by the incessant price spikes;  

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need to substantially increase and augment the cash subsidy 
under the government’s targeted cash transfer (TCT) program to provide Filipino families a 
breather from the barrage of price increases;   

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives urge President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to urgently implement a Ten Thousand Pesos (PhP10,000) cash subsidy 
or ayuda to 12.4 million families or the bottom half of total Filipino families amid record-high 
inflation, depressed wages and series of calamities.  

BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chief Executive mobilize financial resources as allowed 
by the General Appropriations Act of 2022 to fund the said cash subsidy program.  

Adopted, 
 

ARLENE D. BROSAS 
Gabriela Women’s Party 

  
 

 
  FRANCE L. CASTRO     RAOUL DANNIEL A. MANUEL 
ACT Teachers Partylist               Kabataan Partylist 




