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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Constitution provides that the State recognizes the indispensable role 
of the private sector, encourages private enterprise, and provides incentives to needed 
investments. (Art. II, Sec. 20) 

According to the United Nations, 16.6% of the population lives below the 
national poverty threshold in 2018. Citing the 2020 State of Food Security and Nutrition 
in the World Report, it explained that "the Philippines recorded the most number of food 
insecure people in Southeast Asia in 2017 to 2019, with 59 million Filipinos suffering 
from moderate to severe lack of consistent access to food."1 Hence, the article 
emphasizes that "The increasing population, limited resources and natural disasters 
resulted to continuing challenges in 'poverty reduction' and efforts towards 'eradicating 
hunger. "'2 

Moreover, the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA) remarked in 
April 2021 that "Population planning and food security are key to unlocking the 
country's growth potential and the health and welfare of all Filipino" and that while the 
government has undertaken several reforms to improve food productivity and food 
security, still "malnutrition prevalence [ ... ]remains high."3 In fact, "5.8 percent or 
around 600,000 children under five years old are wasted, 19 percent or 2.1 million are 
underweight, and 28.8 percent or 3.2 million children are stunted" as of 2019.4 

This bill seeks to invite the participation of the private sector - the government's 
indispensable partner - by way of introducing corporate farming in order to boost food 
production and ensure food security in the Philippines, especially in light of the growing 

1 https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/fao-legislative-advisory-group-philippines-flag-ph-initiative
2 Ibid. 
3 N.a. "PH GOV'T COMMITS TO ENSURE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, FOOD SECURITY IN THE COUNTRY - NEDA".

National Economic Development Authority. 27 April 2021. Web. Accessed on 10 March 2023. 

<https://neda.gov.ph/ph-govt-commits-to-ensure-human-development-food-security-in-the-country-neda/> 
4 Ibid.
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