
Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

19th CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. 
----

Introduced by REP. JUAN CARLOS "ARJO" ATAYDE 

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A NATIONAL POLICY IN PREVENTING ADOLESCENT 
PREGNANCIES, INSTITUTIONALIZING SOCIAL PROTECTION FOR TEENAGE 

PARENTS, AND PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR 

Article II Section 13 of the 1987 Constitution states that: "The State recognizes the 
vital role of the youth in nation-building and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, 
spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being. It shall inculcate in the youth patriotism and 
nationalism, and encourage their involvement in public and civic affairs." 

Maternal m.ortality and morbidity directly impair a woman's right to life, to be equal in 
dignity, to education, to her role in nation-building, and to enjoy the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health, including sexual and reproductive health and rights. 
For adolescent pregnant mothers, these also impair their vital role in nation-building both as 
women and as young Filipinos. 

In 2017, the National Demographic and Health Survey showed that 9% of girls aged 
15-19 years old have begun childbearing. The Philippines' Adolescent Birth Rate remains
high at 47 per 1,000 births. Pregnancy and childbirth-related mortality and morbidity remain
a key challenge to be addressed in the Philippines-especially as other research revealed
that in the Asia Pacific, maternal mortality for a 15-year old girl remains high at 1 in 190 in
2017.

One of the health targets under the Sustainable Development Goals calls for the 
reduction in the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births. The 
Philippines already has particularly high maternal mortality ratios based on point prevalence 
estimates at 114 deaths per 1,000 live births; note that adolescent pregnancies and births 
pose a high risk of pregnancy complications, higher neonatal mortality, and higher risks of 
postpartum depression. Thus, there is an urgency to implement corresponding interventions 
as the risk of maternal mortality is highest for adolescent girls. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child guarantees the right to 
education, health, and autonomy. Adolescent pregnancy undermines these rights. For some 
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