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EXPLANATORY N OTE

The 1987 Philippine Constitution gives ample importance to education, declaring it a
State policy to prioritize education,  science and technology, arts and culture,  and
sports to foster patriotism and nationalism, social progress and promote total human
liberation and development (Article H, Section 17).

The State also  ``recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building and shall
promote  and  protect their physical,  moral,  spiritual,  intellectual,  and  social  well-
being. It shall inculcate in the youth patriotism and nationalism, and encourage their
involvement in public and civic affairs" (Section 13).

Article XIV, Section 1 provides that ``the State shall protect and promote the right of
all citizens to quality education at all levels and shall take appropriate steps to make
education accessible to all."

Further, Section 10 stipulates that ``science and technology are essential for national
development   and   progress.   The   State   shall   give   priority   to   research   and
development,  invention,  irmovation,  and  their  utilization;  and  to  science  and
technology   education,   training,   and   services.    It   shall   support   indigenous,
appropriate,  and  self-reliant  scientific  and  technological  capabilities,   and  their
application to the country's productive systems and national life."



The  COVID-19  pandemic  has  affected  so  many  lives  around  the  world,  forced
people to stay inside their homes to protect themselves from contracting the virus.
The crisis has exacerbated the need for a more expanded access to official, legitimate
academic resources and  it also  changed  the way people  do  things-stay-at-home
families  transact  more  digitally,  which  helped  paved  the  way  for  the  digital
transformation.

In the Philippines, students were offered ``blended learning" or the combination of
printed modules, online leaming and lessons broadcast on television in the public
school system and distance learning in private schools. Distance learning became a
new normal for Filipino students, with 28 million students who had been affected by
school  closures  due  to  COVID-19.  Due  to  lockdowns  and  movement  restrictions,
libraries were closed and not so many people, especially researchers and students,
have easy access to them.

Libraries are the frontlines of expanding access to reliable educational materials and
information for the public in the digital age. As more people become comected via
the Internet, it is appropriate to adopt an integrated library system. And now that
face-to-face classes have resumed in both public and private schools, it is imperative
to expand schoolchildren's access to learning materials.

This bill seeks to complement the traditional brick-and-mortar library in the City of
Las  Pinas  to  be  able  to  reach  more  people  needing  access  to  information.  This
proposed legislation is put forward to be more responsive to the needs of the public,
especially those who have limited access to important educational materials.

As such, approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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Be  it  enacted by  the  Senate  and  House  Of Rapresentatives  Of the  Philippines  in  Congress
assembled:

Section 1. Short Title. This Act shall be known as ``Las Pinas E~Library Act of 2021."

Section 2.  Declaration of Policy.  It is hereby dedared  the policy of the  State  to
promote the welfare of the youth, uphold education and provide easier access to
educational materials  for  the public to enable  them to be more  prepared  for  the
changing times.

Section 3. The Las Pifias E-Library. The Las Pinas E-Library established under this
Act shall complement the traditional physical library in the City of Las Pifias that
will provide benefits to the public in the digital times. The use of the digital library
shall be free of charge to the public.

The digital library shall have at least three (3) computers with access to a reliable
Internet provider and shall be used solely for research and educational purposes.

Section 4. Collections in digital formats. Notwithstanding the rights and privileges
granted to authors of books and manuscripts as indicated under Republic Act No.
8293 or the Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines and the World Intellectual
Property  Organization,  especially  as  regards  ``fair  use"  policy,"  the  Las  Pinas  E-
Library shall work with the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines to not just



protect  right-owners  but  also  balance  the  interest  of  the  public  through  easier
information access in digital copies.

Section 5. Appropriations. The amount necessary to establish the digital library and
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  sourced  from  the  funds  of  the
Department of the Interior and Local Government.

Section  6.  Repealing  dause.  All  laws,  decrees,  orders,  ordinances,  rules  and
regulations  or  parts  thereof  inconsistent  with  this  Act  are  hereby  repealed  or
modified accordingly.

Section   7.    Separability   clause.   If   any   provision   of   this   Act   is   declared
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, the validity of the other provisions shall not be
affected thereby.

Section 8. Effectivity. This shall take effect fifteen (15) days after publication in at
least two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,


