
Republic of the Philippines 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Quezon City 

19th CONGRESS 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE BILL NO. 
----

Introduced by. REP. JUAN CARLOS "ARJO" ATAYDE 

AN ACT 

ESTABLISHING A FORENSIC DEOXYRIBONUCLEIC ACID (DNA) DATABASE IN 

THE PHILIPPINES, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES 

Deoxyribonucleic Acid, or DNA, is a molecule that encodes the genetic 

information in all living organisms. A person's DNA is the same in each cell and it does 

not change throughout a person's lifetime; the DNA in a person's blood is the same 

as the DNA found in his saliva, sweat, bone, the root and shaft of hair, earwax, mucus, 

urine, skin tissue, and vaginal and rectal cells. Most importantly, because of 

polymorphisms in human genetic structure, no two individuals have the same DNA, 

with the notable exception of identical twins. 1 Over the years, the use of DNA provides 

a powerful investigative tool for law enforcement agencies. 

In 2002, the Supreme Court recognized DNA as admissible and authoritative 

evidence in the case of People vs. Vallejo2 wherein the rape and murder victim's DNA 

samples from the bloodstained clothes of the victim were admitted in evidence. In this 

case, "the purpose of ONA testing (was) to ascertain whether an association exist(ed) 

between the evidence sample and the reference sample. The samples collected 

(were) subjected to various chemical processes to establish their profile." 

Considering the fact that the odds of two (2) unrelated persons having the 

same DNA profile is in the order of one in a billion, this bill proposes the establishment 

of the national forensic DNA Database system that will benefit in efficiently and 

effectively solving crimes, identifying missing or deceased persons, ascertaining 

paternity, and more importantly, exonerating the innocent. 

1 People vs. Yatar, G. R. No. 150224, May 19, 2004. 
2 G.R. No. 144656, May 9, 2002. 
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