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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Article II, Section 17 of the 1987 Constitution mandates that the State shall give the  highest 
priority to education, science and technology, arts, culture, and sports to foster patriotism  and 
nationalism, accelerate social progress, and promote total human liberation and  development. 
Furthermore, in Article XIV, Section 1, the Constitution provides that the State  shall protect and 
promote the right of all citizens to quality education at all levels and shall take  appropriate steps 
to make such education accessible to all.  

With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, face-to-face classes have been limited, and 
students and teachers alike have begun to depend more on information and communications 
technology (ICT) for the conduct of classes. Unfortunately, many families still cannot afford to 
buy computers to provide their children for the pursuit of their education during these trying  times. 

According to a study done by International Data Corporation (IDC), tablets are the 
electronic gadget of choice for local government units to provide their students, because not only 
are they cheaper and easier to carry than laptop computers, but they are also versatile enough to 
operate various educational applications for learning.   

There is still an overwhelming number of students who do not have gadgets such as  tablets. 
Because of this, they have difficulties keeping up with academic requirements, severely  impacting 
their education and putting them at a disadvantage against their peers who are able to  afford such 
gadgets. Education, being a great equalizer of our society, must be extended as far as  possible to 
all Filipinos. 
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This bill seeks to remedy the situation and ensure the right of Filipino students to have  

access to proper education even during a pandemic, by establishing the One Tablet, One Student  
Program, which will give all students access to gadgets for their educational needs.  

Considering the rationale stated above, urgent passage of this bill is earnestly sought.  

MA. RENE ANN LOURDES G. MATIBAG 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled:  

Section 1. Short Title. – This Act shall be known as the “One Tablet, One Student Act of  
2022.” 

Section 2. Declaration of Policy. – The State shall protect and promote the right of all 
citizens to quality education at all levels. Further, the State shall take appropriate measures to  make 
education accessible to all particularly in the midst of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  

Section 3. One Tablet, One Student Program. – The One Tablet, One Student program 
is hereby established to provide each public elementary and secondary student as well as students 
enrolled in State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) a tablet computer (“tablet”) each to enable  them 
to effectively participate in online learning. Provided, that students who already have their  own 
personal learning gadgets shall be given educational assistance in the form of an internet  allowance 
to cover the cost of connectivity.  

Section 4. Implementing Agencies. – The Department of Education (DepEd) and the 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) are hereby tasked to implement the One Tablet, One 
Student Program, and shall:  

1) Develop a comprehensive system to determine the eligibility of students who will
qualify under the said program;

2) Develop an efficient and expeditious distribution system; and
3) Formulate guidelines on usage, maintenance, and accountability for the tablet.
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Section 5. Appropriations. – For purpose of this Act, there is hereby appropriated from  
the National Treasury the initial sum of Two Hundred Billion Pesos (P200,000,000,000.00) for  the 
initial implementation of this Act. The appropriations for the succeeding fiscal years shall be  
included in the annual General Appropriations Act.  

Section 6. Implementing Rules and Regulations. – The DepEd and CHED, in  
coordination with the local government units through the Department of Interior and Local  
Government (DILG) and the Department of Information and Communications Technology  
(DICT), shall promulgate all the necessary rules and regulations for its effective implementation  
not late than thirty (30) days upon the effectivity of this Act. The DepEd and CHED shall publish  
such rules and regulations once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in newspapers of general  
circulation.  

Section 7. Validity and Repealing Clauses. – If any of the sections or provisions of this  
Act is adjudged invalid, all its other provisions not affected thereby shall remain valid and in  force. 
All laws, rules and regulations that may be inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are  hereby 
repealed or amended accordingly.  

Section 8. Effectivity. – This Act shall take effect upon its approval.  

Approved, 




