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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The World Health Organization officially declassified homosexuality as 
a mental illness on May 17, 1990. This event is the result of decades of work 
by queer activists, doctors, and medical professionals who have committed 
their life to ensuring that gay people are not perceived or treated differently 
from their heterosexual counterparts.  

It would be an enormous understatement to refer May 17, 1990, merely 
“a historic day”. To our queer brothers and sisters, that day meant everything. 
It meant that they could begin living their lives normally, and without fear of 
prosecution. It meant that that they could continue to practice their chosen 
vocations free from stigma, discrimination, and repression. But most 
importantly, it meant that they could be free to be themselves.  

The struggle of our LGBTQIA+ siblings is still very much alive. They still 
experience numerous setbacks in their lives just by virtue of their sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression. For choosing to be true to 
themselves, most face economic ruin, social exclusion and physical threats, 
while some are even killed.  

By celebrating May 17 of every year as the "National Day Against 
Discrimination", we are signaling to everyone belonging to the LGBTQIA+ 
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community that they have nothing to be fearful about. No matter who they 
are, our country is prepared to provide them with the necessary safe space 
where they can thrive and achieve their full potential. 

This bill also enjoins all government offices, private institutions, 
schools, colleges, and universities to extend their full support for the activities 
to be conducted in the observance, promotion and protection of the human 
rights of LGBTQIA+ persons. Further, the Commission on Human Rights and 
the Philippine Commission on Women are tasked to issue the necessary 
guidelines for this annual observance. The cooperation of everyone is 
necessary because it takes a village to create the safe space every human 
being deserves. In view of the foregoing, immediate passage of this bill is 
earnestly sought. 

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly 
sought.  

REP. PM VARGAS   
Fifth District, Quezon City 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines 
in Congress assembled: 

SECTION 1. Short Title. – This Act shall be known as the “National Day 
Against Discrimination Act”. 

SECTION 2. National Day Against Discrimination. – In accordance with 
the observance of the International Day against Homophobia, Biphobia, and 
Transphobia (IDAHOBIT), which was first commemorated on May 17, 1990 
after the World Health Organization removed homosexuality from its 
International Classification  of Mental Disorders, the “National Day Against 
Discrimination”, the country’s local version of the International Day Against 
Homophobia, Biphobia, Transphobia and Phobias for Persons of Diverse 
Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity or Expression, or Sex Characteristics 
(SOGIESC) shall be observed in the Philippines on May 17 of every year in 
recognition of the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,  
intersex, and asexual (LGBTQIA) persons in the country and the need to end 
the discrimination, oppression and intolerance they are faced with in society. 

SECTION 3. Implementation. – All government offices, private institutions, 
schools, colleges and universities are hereby enjoined to extend their full 
support for the activities to be conducted in the observance, promotion and 
protection of the human rights of LGBTQIA+ persons. The Commission on 
Human Rights and the Philippine Commission on Women, as lead agencies, 
shall issue jointly the necessary guidelines for this annual observance 
through a multi-media information campaign. 
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SECTION 4. Separability Clause. – If any portion or provision of this Act is 
declared unconstitutional, the remainder of this Act or any provisions not 
affected thereby shall remain in force and effect. 
 
SECTION 5. Non-Impairment Clause. – Nothing in this Act shall be 
construed as to diminish, impair, or repeal rights recognized, granted, or 
made available to disadvantaged, marginalized, or specific sectors under 
existing laws. 
 
SECTION 6. Repealing Clause. – Any law, presidential decree or issuance, 
executive order, letter of instruction, rule or regulation inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act is hereby repealed or modified accordingly. 
 
SECTION 7. Effectivity. – This Act shall take effect after fifteen (15) days 
following its complete publication in the Official Gazette or in at least two (2) 
newspapers of general circulation. 
 
Approved, 
 
 




