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Third Regular Session 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO.   _________________________  

Introduced by Rep. Wilfrido Mark M. Enverga 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION TO 
CONDUCT AN INQUIRY IN AID OF LEGISLATION INTO THE RECENT SHIP 

FIRE INVOLVING M/V MERCRAFT 2, DETERMINE EXTENT OF LIABILITY OF 
THOSE RESPONSIBLE IF ANY, REVIEW EXISITING MARITIME SAFETY 

POLICIES, LAWS, AND REGULATIONS AND TO RECOMMEND MEASURES 
NECESSARY TO ENSURE PROTECTION AND SAFE TRANSPORT OF 

PASSENGERS, CREW, AND CARGOES ON BOARD DOMESTIC VESSELS 

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2022 a passenger ferry M/V Mercraft 2 carrying 147 
passengers and 10 crew members caught fire off the coast of Real, Quezon; 

WHEREAS, the vessel MV Mercraft 2 departed from the island Municipality of 
Polillo, Quezon, in the early morning of May 23, 2022.  It was bound to Real, 
Quezon, almost 96 kilometer east of Manila; 

WHEREAS, while the vessel was already a kilometer near the port of destination, 
a fire broke out on the vessel’s engine room that quickly engulfed the ferry, 
forcing its passengers to jump into the sea;  

WHEREAS, of the total 157 passengers, 10 are crew members and 22 were found 
to be not in the vessel manifest data; 

WHEREAS, of the total 157 passengers, 128 survived with no or with minor 
injuries while 22 passengers suffered various injuries and 7 people died from the 
tragedy; 

WHEREAS, this incident was not the first accident involving the company that 
owned the Mercraft2 since a similar tragedy happened in 2017 where 4 
passengers died when Mercraft 3 carrying more than two hundred people sank 
off the coast of Infanta, not far from where this year sea mishap occurred; 
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WHEREAS, the Philippines being an archipelagic country had a long history of 
maritime tragedy almost always claiming lives of the passengers and losses of 
cargoes in millions of pesos attributed to poor enforcement of safety standard, 
exercise of diligence and others; 

WHEREAS, with these sea tragedy, it is compelling for the government to once 
again take another look at the present maritime policies, rules and regulations, 
maritime standards and practices enforced by relevant government agencies; 

WHEREAS, there is the necessity of scrutinizing the cause of Mercraft 2 tragedy 
involving various factors such as but not limited to reckless disregard of safety 
rules and regulations, exercise of proper diligence among the crew and officials 
of the vessel, timely and appropriate trainings of various personnel both of the 
vessels and government maritime entities in responding to sea accidents, etc; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the 
House of Representatives through the Committee on Transportation to conduct 
and inquiry in aid of legislation into the recent Lamon Bay (Real, Quezon) sea 
tragedy involving MV Mercraft 2, review existing maritime safety policies and 
regulations by proper government maritime agencies such MARINA and the 
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG),  identify various acts of omissions or commissions 
relative to compliance to maritime regulations  and to recommend measures 
necessary to ensure the protection and safety of passengers, crew and cargoes on 
board domestic vessels. 

Adopted. 

WILFRIDO MARK M. ENVERGA 

 Representative, 1st District of Quezon 


